| 


(. DIVINE coNTENTMEN T. 


-T have learned, in whatſoever ſlated am, therewith to B 


W : \ 
F, , 


o 
o * 


B 
THOMAS WATSON, 


FORMERLY / « IJ 


MINitSTER at ST STEPHEN'S, WALBROOK, 


l I * 1 
4 F 
* - 


LONDON. 


content, Phil. iv. rt. 


* 6: * 7 9 ; - 
Z | ; : 
4 ks? | * 


* - 


B B R W 17 „ 
PRINTED rok W. PRORSOR; B. Law, Ave-Mania- 
Laxe, AND J. MATTHEWS, STRAND, LONDON. _ a 


M. DC. LX XXIV. 


E HK A&A: 


* 


DIVINE co NTENTM ENT. 


c H Az I. 


1 INTRODUCTION or HE TEXT. 


PRI. | iv. 11. q bave pal in what tſever 
Rate 1 am > ga; to 1. content. 


Tr, words are brought in by way N 
prolepſis, to anticipate and prevent an 
objection. The apoſtle had, in the former 
verſes, laid down many grave and heavenly 
exhortations; among the reſt, to be careful 
for nothing, ver. 6. Not to exclude; 1. Apru- 
dential care; for, he that provideth not for 
his own houſe; hath denied the faith, and is 
worſe than an infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. Nor, 
2. A religious care; for © we muſt give all 
diligence to make our calling and election 
fore,” 2 Pe. i. 194 But, 3. To exclude all 
anxious care about the iſſues and events of 
things; * take no thought for your life, what 
you thall eat, Mat. vi. 25. And in this ſenſe 
2 
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it ſhould be a Chriſtian's care not to be careful, 


The word in the Greek, careful, comes from a 
primitive, that ſignifies ** to cut the heart in 
pieces,” a ſoul-dividing care; take heed of this. 
We are bid to commit our way unto the 


Lord,“ Fhal. xxxvii. 5. The Hebrew word is, 


roll thy way upon the Lord. It is our 
work to caſt care, 1 Pet. v. 7. and it is God's 
work to take care. By our immoderacy we. 
take his work out of our hand,  —- 
Care, when it is excentric, either diſtruſtful 
or diſtracting, is very diſhonourable to God; 
it takes away his providence, as if he ſat in 
heaven and minded not what became of things 
here below; like a man that makes a clock, 


and then leaves it to go of itſelf. Immode- 


Tate care takes the heart off from better things; 
and uſually while we are thinking how we 
Mall do to live, we forget how to die. Care 


is a ſpiritual canker, that doth waſte and de- 
ſpirit; we · may ſooner by our care add a fur- 
long to our grief, han a cubit to our comfort. 
- -God doth threaten it as a curſe. They ſhall 


cat their bread with carefulneſs, Ezek. xii. 
19. Better faſt than eat of that bread. Be 
careful for nothing.“ N 1 
++ Now, left any one ſhould ſay, yea, Paul! 
thou preacheſt that to us, which thou haſt + 
ſcarce learned thyſelf ;. haſt thou learned not 
to be careful? The apoſtle ſeems tacitly to an- 


wer that, in the words of the text; I have 
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learned, in whatſoever ſtate I am, therewith to 
be content.” 
A ſpeech worthy to be engraven upon our 
- hearts, and to be written 1n lettersof gold upon 
the crowns and diadems of princes. The text 


doth branch itſelf into the ſe two general 


es. 
" I. The ſcholar, Paul: 1 have igang; oy 
Il. Fe leſſon: In every: ſtate to be con- 
tent.“ 


feholar, with the firſt propoſition. 

Ibegin with the firſt. I. The ſcholar and bis 
proficiency; *©Thave learned.” Out of which 
I:ſhall, by the by, obſerve two things by way 
of paraphraſe. 1. It is not {Gr ekouſe} but 
Gr. emathon.] The apoſtle doth not ſay, I 
have heard, that in every ſtate I ſhould be con - 
tent; but, F have learned. Whence, 1. Doc. 
It is not enough for Chriſtians to hear their 
duty, but they muſt learn their duty.“ It is 
one thing to hear, and another thing to learn; 
as it is one thing to eat; and another thing to 
concoct. St Paul was a practitioner. Chriſt- 


Car. II. The firſt branch of the text, the 


— 


1ans hear much, but, it is to be feared, learn _ 


little. There was four ſorts of ground in 

the parable, Luce viii. 5; and but one good 

ground: An emblem of this truth, many hear- 

ers, but few learners. There are two things 
which keep us from learning. 


1. Slighting what we hear. Chriſt is the 


1 


93 


1 og 


pearl of price: When we diſeſteem this pearl, 


we ſhall never learn either his value, or its vir- 


tue. The goſpel is a rare myſtery; in one 
place, As xx. 24. it is called the goſpel of 


grace, in another, 1 Cor. iv. 4. the goſpel of 


glory; becauſe in it, as in a tranſparent glaſs, 
the glory of God is reſplendent. But he 
that hath learned to eontemn this myſtery, will 
hardly ever learn to obey it: He that looks up- 
on the things of heaven as things by the by, 
and perhaps the driving of a trade, or carry- 
ing on ſome politic deſign to be of greater im- 
portance; this man is in the high road to dam- 


nation, and will hardly ever learn the things of | 


his peace. Who will learn that which, he 
thinks 1s ſcarce worth learning! . 


2. Forgetting what we hear. If a ſcholar 


have his rules laid before him, and he forgets 


them as faſt as he reads them, he will: never 


learn, Jam. i. 25, Ariſtotle calls the memory 
the fcribe of the ſoul ; and Bernard calls it the 


ſtomach of the ſoul, Ut e it hath a retentive 


faculty, and turns heavenly food into blood and 


ſpirits, we have great memories in other things; 
we remember that which is vain. Cyrus 


could remember the name of every ſoldier in 
his huge army; we remember injuries. This 
is to fill a precious cabinet with dung; but, 

guam facilis oblivio boni? As Hierom faith, 


how ſoon do we forget the ſacred truths of 


God? We Are 2 to forget three things; our 


— 
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ſaults, our friends, our inſtructions. Many 
Chriſtians are like ſieves; put a ſieve into the 
water, and it is full; but raked it forth, of the wa- 
ter, and all runs out; ſo, while they are hear- 
ing of a ſermon, they remember ſomething ; but 
take the ſieve out of the water, as ſoon as they 

are gone out of, the church, all is forgotten. 
Let theſe ſayings; ſaich Chriſt, ink downain- 
ro your ears, Luke ix. 44. In the original 


it is, put theſe ſayings into your ears; ay a 
man that would hide a jewel from being flo- 


len, locks it up ſafe in his cheſt. Let them 
fink ; the word mult not only fall as dew that 
wets the leaf, bur as rain tk ſoaks to the 
root of the tree, and makes it ſructifſy. Oh, 

how often doth Satan, that fowl of the air, 
pick up the good ſeed that is ſown? 

Uſe.” Let me put you upon a ſerious trial. 
Some of you have heard much; you have liyed 
forty, fifty, ſixty years under the bleſſed trum 
pet of the goſpel; what have you learned? 
Lou may have heard a thouſand ſermons, and 
yet not learned one. Search Four conſei- 
ences. f 

1. Vou have ers much againſt ſia; are 
you hearers ? Or are you ſcholars? ' _ _ : 7 

How many ſermons have you heard * 
covetouſneſs, that it is the root on which pride, 
idolatry, treaſon do grow? 2 Tim. Iv. 2. 
4. One calls it a metropolitan ſin: It is a 
complex evil, it doth twiſt a great many ſins 
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nun with it, There is hardly any fin, but co» 
 vetovſneſs is a main ingredient into it; and 
vet are you like the two daughters of the horſe- 
leech that cry, give, give. How much have 
you heard againſt raſh anger, that it is a ſnort 
frenzy, a dry drunkenneſs; that it reſts in the | 
boſom of fools; and upon the leaſt occaſion do 
your ſpirits begin to take fire; how much have 
you heard agamft fearing ? It is Chriſt's ex- 
preſs mandate,“ ſwear not at all, Mat. vi. 34. 
This fin of all others may be termed the un- 
fruitful work of darkneſs, Eph. v. 11. It is 
neither ſweete ned with pleaſure, nor enriched 
= with profit, the uſual vermillion wherewith 
= Satan doth paint ſin. Swearing is forbidden 
= with a ſabpæena. While the ſwearer ſhoots 
his oaths like flying arrows at God to pierce 
; huis glory, God ſhoots a flying roll of - curſes. 
= againſt him, Zecb. v. 2. And do you make 
S your tongue a racket by which you tofs oaths 
as tennis-balls * Do you ſport yourſel ves with 
oaths, as the Phihſtines did with Sampſon, 
Which will ar laſt pull the houſe about your 
ears? Alas! how have they learned what ſin 
is, that have not learnetf to leave fin? Doth: 
he know what a viper is, that will play with 


8 3 | 
4 3- You have heard much of Chriſt, have | 
4 you learned Chriſt? The Jews, as Jerom 5 
ſaith, carried Chriſt in their bibles, but not in 


their heart; their ſound © went into all the 
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earth,” Rom. x. 18. The. ä and a- 


| poſtles were as trumpets, whoſe ſound went 
abroad into the world; yet many thouſands 


who heard the noiſe of theſe trumpets, had not 


learned Chriſt ; 5 ay have not all obe 
A 

1. A man may know * of Chriſt, and 
yet not. learn. Chnilt; the devils: Knew Chr 
Mat. i. 4. 

2. A man may 3 Chriſt, and yet not 
learn Chriſt, as Judas and rhe pſcude-apaſties, 

Phil. v. 15. 

A man may profeſs Chriſt, and yet "not 
learn Chriſt; There are many profeſſors in 
the, world that - Chriſt will profeſs il, 
Mal. vii. 22. 3. 

_- Queſt, I bat is it then to learn Cbriſ 2 1154 


Auſ. 1. To learn Chriſt, is to be madę like _ 


' Chriſt, when the divine characters of his holi- 
neſs are engraven upon our hearts. Wo all 
with open face, beholding as in a glaſs the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame 

image,” 2 Cor. ili. Bn There. i 


3 


* 

Pphoſis made; a ſinner, vie wing Chriſt” 5 image 
in the glaſs, of the goſpel, is transformed into 
that images Never did any man lock upon 
Chriſt with a ſpiritual. eye, but, went. away 
quite changed. A true faint; is. a divine land- 
ſkip or picture, where all the rare beauties of 
Obeiſt are lively re and 1 2 e 
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He hath the ſame ſpirit, the ſame judgment; 
the ſame will with Telus Chriſt: Ah 
2. To learn Chriſt, is to believe in him; 


cc. My Lord, my God,” Jobn xx. 28. When 
we do not only m Deun; but m Deum; 


which is the ee application of Chriſt to 
ourſelves, and as it were the ſpreading of the 


ſacred medicine of his blood upon our ſouls. 


You have heard much of Chriſt, and yet can 
not with an humble adherence ſay, My Jeſus; 
be not offended if I tell you the-deviFcan ſay 


his creed as well as you. 


3. To learn ·Chriſt, is to love Chriſt. When 


ve have bible converfitions, our lives, as rich 


diamonds, caſt a ſparkling luſtre in the church 


olf God, Pbil. i. 17. and are, in ſome fenſe; 
parallel with the life of Chriſt, as the tran- 


ſcript with the original, So much for the firſt 
notion of the word: | 


Char. III. Concerning the ſecond propo- 
fiion: | 


II. This ond ct ] have Ned: 2118 4 ont! 


* difficulty; it ſhows how hardly the a- 
| te 


came by contentment of mind; it was 


not bred in nature; St Paul did not come 


naturally by it, but he had learned: it. It coſt 


bim many a prayer and tear, it was taught 


him by the ſpirit. 
Whence — 2. Good things wi are hard to 


come by. The buſineſs of religion is not ſo 
facile: as moſt do 1 imagine, 1 have FEET; '# 


EEE 
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Taith St Paul. Indeed you need not learn a 
man to fin, this is natural, P/al. lvin. 3. and 
therefore facile, it comes as water out of a 
ſpring. It is an eaſy thing to be wicked; hell 
will be taken without ſtorm; but matters of 
religion muſt be learned. To cut the fleſhis 
eaſy, but to prick a vein, and not cut an artery 
is hard. The-trade of ſin needs not to be learn- 
ed, but the art of divine contentment is not 
atchieved without holy induſtry; © I have 
% / re RR 
There are two pregnant reaſons, why there 
muſt be ſo much ſtudy and exercitation. 
1. Becauſe ſpiritual things are againſt na- 
. ture. Every thing in religion is antipodes to 
nature. There are in religion two things, 
credenda, & facionda, and both are againſt na- 
0 ture. 1. Credenda, matters of faith: As, for 
men to be juſtified by the righteouſneſs of a- 
nother, to become a fool that he may be wiſe, 
to fave all by loſing all; this is againft nature. 
2. Facienda, matters of practice: As, 1. Self- 
denial; for a man to deny his own wiſdom, 
and fee himſelf blind; his own will, and have 
| it melted.ints the will of God; plucking out 
oft the-right-eye, beheading and crucifying that 
hr | fin which is the favourite, and lies neareſt to 
25 the heart; for a man to be dead to the world, 
to | and in the midſt of want to abound ;: for him 
175 to take up the croſs, and follow Chriſt, not 
od; only in golden, but in bloody paths; to en- 
i drace religion when it is dreſſed in night- 


cloaths, all the FPG of honour and prefer- 
ment being pulled off; this is againſt nature, 
and therefore muſt be learned. 2. Self- exa- 
mination ; for a man to take his heart, as a 


watch; all in pieces; to fer up a ſpiritual in- 


quilition, or court of conſcience, and traverſe 


things in his own ſoul; to take David's can- 
die and lanthern, Eſal. cxix. 105. and ſearch for 


ſin; nay, as judge, to paſs the ſentence upon 
himſelf, 2 Sam. xxxiv. 17. this is againſt 
nature, and will not be eaſily attained to with- 


out learning. 3. Self-reformation. To ſee 


a man as Caleb of another ſpirit, walking an- 
tipodes to himſelf, the current of his lie al- 
tered, and running into the channel ef reli- 
gion: This is wholly againſt nature. When 
aſtone aſcends it is not a natural motion, but 
| a violent; the motion of the ſoul heaven-ward 
is a violent motion, it muſt be learned; fleſh 
and blood is not ſkilled in theſe things; nature 
can no more caſt out Fenn, than wet can 


caſtourt Satan. SSSSSFFTFF is (OURS SS Þ 6 by 


2. Becauſe ſpiritval things are above deere 
There are ſome things in nature that are hard 
to find out, as the cauſe of things, which are 
not learned without ſtudy. Ariſtotle, a great 
philoſopher (whom ſome have called an eagle 
fallen from the clouds) yet could not find out 

the motion of the river Euripus, therefore 
threw himſelf into it; what then are divine 


things, which are in a ſphere. above nature, 


| 
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and beyond all human diſquiſition?-as che 


Trinity, the hypoſtatical union, the m 

of faith to believe againſt hope; only God's 
ſpirit can light our candle here. The apoſtle 
calls theſe ** the deep things of God,“ 1 Cor. 
ii. 10. The goſpel is full of jewels, but they 


are locked up for ſenſe and reaſon.” The ans 


gels in heaven ate Tearching into ele faceted 
_ T P. i. 22. 

Up. Let us beg the ſpitit of God to reach 
us; we muſt be divinitas elott: The eunuel 
could read, but he could not underſtand, till 
Philip joined himſelf to his chariot, Acts viii. 
29. God's Spirit muſt join itſelf to our cha- 
riot; he muſt teach, or we cannot learn: 
« All thy children ſhall be taught of the 
Lord,” Te. liv. 13. A man may read the fi- 
gure on the dial, but he cannot tell how the 
| day goes, unleſs the fun ſhine upon the dial; 
we may read the bible over, but we cannot 
learn to purpoſe, till the Spirit of God ſhine 
into our hearts, 2 Cor. iv. 6. Oh, implore 
this bleſſed Spirit, it is God's prerogative- 
royal to teach. „ am the Lord thy God, 
that teacheth thee to profit,” Ja. xvii. #7. 
Miniſters may tell us our leſſon, God only 
can teach us; we have loſt both our hearing 
and eye- ſight, therefore are very unfit to learn. 
| Bas fince Eve liftened to the ſerpent; we have 
been deaf; and ſince The lobked on the tree 
nowledge, we have been blind; but hen 


Muu 


diments, Ja. xxxv. 5. We are naturally dead, 


Eyb 


man? Yet behold, od undertakes to make 


dead men to underſtand myſteries 1 God is 

the grand teacher, This is the reaſon the 
word preached works ſo differently upon men: 
Two in a pew; the one is wrought upon ef- 
feftually, the other lies at the ordinances as a 
dead child at the breaſt, and gets no nouriſh - 


ment. What is the reaſon ? Becauſe the hea- 
venly gale of the ſpirit blows upon one, and 


not upon the other; one hath the anointing 
of God, which teacheth him all things,” x Jobn 
11, 27. the other hath it not. God's Spirit 
ſpeaks ſweetly, but irreſiſtibly. In that xg 
venly doxology, none could ſing the new ſong 
but thoſe who were ſealed in their forcheads, 


Rev. xiv. 2. reprobates could not ſing it. 


Thoſe that are ſkilful in the myſteries of ſal- 


vation, muſt have the ſeal of the Spirit upon | 


them. Let us make this our prayer, Lord, 
breathe thy Spirit into thy word: And we 


have a promiſe, which may add wings to pray- 
er, Luke xi. 13. © If ye then being evil, know i 


how to give good gifts unto your children; ; 
how. he more ſhall your heavenly. Father 
give his Spirit to them that aſk him ?” 


And thus much of the. firſt part of the * 


the ſcholar, which I intended only as a ſhort 
_ or ** | 


God comes to teach, he removes theſe impe - 


ii. 1. who will go about to teach a dead 
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Cnar. IV. The ſecond branch of the text, the 
Leſſon itſelf with the propefutton.- 

. I come to the ſecond, which is the main 
chili; the leſſon itſelf; © In whatſoever ſtate 
1 am, therewith to be content.“ 

Here was a rare piece of learning indeed, | 
* is certainly more to be wondered at in St 
Paul, that he knew how to turn himſelf to e- 
very condition, than all the learning in the 
world beſides, which hath been ſo applauded 
in former ages by Julius Cæſar, Ptolomy, 
en the great admirers of learning. 5 

The text hath but few words in it, In 
every ſtate eontent ;“ but if that be true which 
once Fulgentius ſaid, that the moſt golden 
ſentence is ever. meaſured by brevity and ſua- 
vity, then this is a moſt accomplithed ſpeech; 
here is nagnum in parvo. The text is like a 
precious jewel, little in quantity, but "ne 
in worth and value. | 

The main propoſition” T. ſhall inſiſt upon 1s 
his, ddr a gracious ſpirit is a contented ſpi - 

The doctrine of contentment is very ſu- 
1 and till we have learned this, we 
have not learned to be Chriſtians 
1. It is an hard leſſon. The angels i in hea: 
ven had not learned it; they were not con- 
rented, Though their eſtatè was very glori- 
ous, yet they were Kill ſoaring aloft, and aim- 
ed at ſomething higher, Jude 6. The an- 
$ gels which kept not their firſt eſtate.· They | 
B 2 
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kept not their eſtate, becauſe they were not 
contented with. their eſtate. Our firſt parents, 
cloathed with the white robe of innocency 
in paradiſe, had not learned to be content; 
they had aſpiring hearts, and thinking their 
human nature too low and home; ſpun, would 
be crowned with the Deity, and be as gods, 
Gen. iii. . Though they had the choice of 
all the trees of the garden, yet none would 
content them but the tree of knowledge, which 
they ſuppoſed would have been as eye- ſalve 
to have made them omniſcient. Oh then, if 
this leſſon were ſo hard to learn in innocency, 
hom hard ſhall we find it, bad are : clogged 
witch corruption. 
2. It is of univerſal extent, it Os ak 
if, It concerns rich men. One would think 
it needleſs to preſs thoſe to contentment whom 
God hath bleſſed with great eſtates, but rather 
perſuade - them to be humble and thankful, 
nay, but I fay, be content. Rich men have 
their diſcontents as well as others, as appears, 
(1. When they have a great eſtate, yet they 
are diſcontented that they have no more; they 
would make the hundred talents. a thouſand. 
A man in wine, the more he drinks, the more 
he thirſts: Coverouſneſs is a dry droply ; an 
earthly heart is like the grave, that is never 
ſatisfied; Prov. xxx. 16, Therefore I ſay to 
you. rich men, be content. (2.); Rich men, 
it we may ſuppoſe them to be content with. 


rr :—”_ 
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their eftates (which is ſeldom) yet, though 
they have eſtate enough, they have not ho- 
nour enough; if their barns are full enough, 
yet their turrets are not high enough. They 
would be ſome body in the world, as Theu- 
das, © who boaſted himſelf to be ſome body, 
AA, v. 36. They never go ſo cheerfully as 
when the wind of honour and applauſe fills 
their ſails; if this wind be down, they are 
diſcontented. One would think Haman had 
as much as his proud heart could deſire: He 
was ſet above all the princes, advanced upon 
the pinnacle of honour to be the ſecond man 
in the kingdom, Eſtb. ni- 1. Vet in the midit 
of all his pomp, becauſe Mordecat would not 
uncover and kneel; he is diſcontented, ver. 2. 
and full of wrath, ver. 5. and there was no 
way to aſſuage this pleuriſy of revenge, but 
by letting all the Jew's blood, and offering 
them up in ſacrifice. The itch of honour is 
ſeldom allayed without blood; therefore I ſay 
to you rich men, be content. (3.) Rich men, 
if we may ſuppoſe them to be content with 
their honour and magnificent titles; yet they 
have not always eontentment in their relations. 
She that lies in the boſom, may ſometimes 
blow the coals; as Job's wife, who in a pet 
would have him, fall out with God himſelf, 
«< Curſe God and die.“ Sometimes children 
cauſe diſcontent; how often is it ſeen that the 
mother's milk doth nouriſh a viper? and that 
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he that once ſucked her breaſt, goes 8 to 
ſuck her blood? Parents do often of grapes 
gather thorns, and of figs thiſtles; children 
are ſweetbrier. Like he roſe, which is 2 
fragrant flower; but, as Baſil ſaith, it — | 
its prickles.. Our relative comforts are not all 
pure wine, but mixed; they have in them 
more dregs than ſpirits, and are like that ri- 
ver Plutarch ſpeaks of, where the waters in 
the morning run ſweet, but in the evening 
run bitter. We have no charter of exemption 
zranted us in this life ; therefore chanel had 

| need be called upon to be content. 

_ ._ 2aly, The doctrine of contentment concerns 
poor men. You that do ſuck ſo liberally from 
the breaſts of providence, be content; it is an 
hard leſſon, therefore it had need be ſet upon 
the ſooner. How hard is it when the liveli- 
hood is even gone, a great eſtate boiled away 
almoſt to nothing, then to be contented. The 

means of fubſiſtance is in ſeripture called our 
life, becauſe it is the very ſine ws of liſe. The 
woman in the goſpel ſpent . all her living 
upon the phyſicians,” Lutte viii. 43. In the 
Greek it is, ſhe ſpent her whole life upon the 
phyſicians, becauſe ſhe ſpent, her means by 
which ſhe ſhould live, Tis much when po- 
verty hath elipped our wings, then to be con- 
tent; but, though hard, it is excellent; and 
the apoſtle here had . learned in every ſtate 
to be content.” God had brought St Paul in- 
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to as great vatiety of conditions as ever we 


read of any man, and yet he was content; elſe 


ſure he could nevet have gone through: iv with 


fo mucli cheerfulnefſs See into what viciſſi- 
tudes this blefied apoſtle was caſt: We are 


troubled on every ſide, 2 Cor. iv. 8. There 
was the ſadneſs of his condition; but not di- 
ſtreſſed, there was his content in that condi- 
rion: We are perplexed, there is his affliction; 
but not in deſpair, there is his contentation. 
And, if we read a little further, 2 Cor. xi. 4. 
In afffictions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in 


ſtripes, in impriſonments, in tumults,“ Se. 


There is his trouble; and behold his content; 
ver. 10. „A having nothing, yet poſſeſſing 

all things. When the apoſtle was Aliven 
out of all, yet in regard of that ſweet:contents 
ment of mind (which was like muſic in his foul) 


he poſſeſſed all. We read a ſhort map or hiſto< | 


ry of his ſufferings, 2 Car. ix. 23. 24. 25. 5 in 
pri ſons more frequent, in deaths oft, Sc. Yer 


bebsld che bleſſed frame and remper-of his 


te I have learned, in whatſdever ſtate I 


any therewuh ro be content. Which way 


ſoever providence.did blow, he had ſuch hea - 
venly ſkill and dexterity, that he knew how to 
ſteer -his courſe; For his outward eſtate he 
was indifferent: He could be either on the 
top of Jacob's ladder, or the bottom; he could: 
ang enher placentia or lachrymæ, the dirge or 
the anthem; be could be any 1 that God 


— 
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a | 
would have him: I know how to want, how 


| to abound; here is a rare pattern for us to 
imitate. Paul, in regard of his faith and 
|. courage, was like a cedar, he could not be 
1 ſtirred/; but for his outward condition, he was 
like a reed bending every way with the wind 
af providence. When a proſperous gale did 
blow upon him, he could bend with that, „1 
know how to be full: And when a boifter- 
ous guſt of affliction did blow, he could 
bend in humility with that, *I know how to 
be hungry. St Paul was, as Ariſtotle ſpeaks, 
like a die that hath four ſquares; throw it 
which way you will, it falls upon a bottom: 
Let God throw the apoſtle which way he 
would, he fell upon this bottom of cantent- 
ment. A contented ſpirit is like a watch: 
Though you carry it up and down with you, 
yet the ſpring of it is not ſhaken; nor the 
wheels out of order, but the watch keeps its 
perfect motion: So it was with St Paul, though 
God carried him into various conditions, yet 
he was not lift up with the one, nor caſt down 
with the other; the ſpring of his heart was 
not broken, the wheels of his affections were 
not diſordered, but kept their conſtant mo- 
tion towards heaven: Still content. The ſhip 
that lies at anchor may ſometimes be a little 
ſhaken, but never ſinks; fleſn and blood may 
have its fears and diſquiets, but grace doth 
check them: A Chriſtian having caſt anchor 


*” * 
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in heaven, his ** never finks; a gracious 


ſpirit is a content ſpirit. This is a rare art; 
Paul did not learn it at the feet of Gamaliel. 

« am inſtructed,” v. 12. I am initiated into 
this holy myſtery}: As if he had ſaid, I 
have. gotten the /divine art, 1 have the 


knack. of it; God muſt make us right ar- 
tiſts. If we ſhould put ſome men to an art 


they are not Killed -: how ' unfit would 
they be ſor it? 2 Put an uſbandman to lim- 


ning or drawing pictures, what ſtrange work 


would he make? This is out of his ſphere. 


Take alimher that is exact in laying of colours; 


and put him to plough, or ſet him to planting 
and grafting of trees, this is not his art, he is 
not ſkilled in ir; bid. a natural mar live by 


faith, and when all things go croſs, be con- 


tented ; you bid him do what he hath no ſkill 


in, you may as well bid a child. guide the 
ſtern, of a ſhip, to live contented upon God 


in the deficiency of outward :comforts, is an 
art which c fleſh and blood hath not learned; 
nay, many of God's own children. Who excel 


in ſome duties of religion, when they come to 


this of contentment, how. do they bungle? 


ft hey have (ance eg walter of cas 
A oc *'y | 


Crap, v V. I be refiloing of ave . 1 


For the illuſtration of this, doctrine; 1, hall. 
propound. f thei. mas EEE Pi. 
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Queſt. 1 1. Whether a Chriſtian may not ba en- 
ble of his condition, and yet be contented ? 
An. Yes? for elſe he is not a ſaint, but a 


dren, there was nature; but her fault was, ſhe 
refuſed to be comforted, there was diſcontent. 
Chriſt himſelf was ſenſible, when he ſweatgreat 
drops of blood, and ſaid, Father, if it be 
poſſible, Jer this cup paſs from me, Mat. xxvi. 
39. yet he was contented, and ſweetly ſub- 
mitted to his will. Nevertheleſs, not as 1 
will, but as thou wilt.“ The apoſtle bids us 
*« humble ourſelves under the mighty hand of 


ic we are ſenſible of 1 it. 


ed ? 
Au. Yes; © Unto thee I opened my cauſe; 
X Fer XX: 12. and « David poured out his com- 
an before the Lord,” P/al,  cxlii. 2. 
e may cry to God, and deſite him to write 
+ down all our injuries ! ſhall not the child 


the heart. Hannah's ſpirit was burdened; 


1 Sam. i. 18. Now, having prayed, and \ wept, 
ſhe went away and was no more fad ;-only 


——— — oe 


and a diſcontented — in the one we 


fvke: Rachel did well to weep for her chil- 


God,“ 2 Pet. v. 6. which we eannot do un- 


Queſt. 2. Whether a br lion m hay not Jay 
© ops bis en 70 God, nd yer be content- 


complain to his father? When any burden 
is upon the ſpirit, prayer gives vent, it eaſetn 


« 1 am, ſays ſhe, a woman of a troubled ſpirit,“ f 


here is the difference between a holy complaint | 


has fd Bb and Aw 1. ²˙ Foe a. At 
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complain to God, in the other we pki 
of God. 


Qvueſt. 3. What i is it properly that contentment 
doth exclude ? 


Ayſ. There are three things which content= 
ment. doth baniſh out of its dioceſe, and can 
by no means conſiſt with it. 

1. It excludes a vexatious repining; ; ina is 
properly the daughter of diſcontent. 1 
mourn in my complaint, Pal. lv. 2. He 
doth not ſay, I murmur in my complaint. 
Murmuring is no better than mutiny in 
the heart; it is a riſing up againſt God, 
When the ſea is rough and unquiet, it caſts 
forth nothing but foam; when the heart 
is diſcontented, it caſts forth the foam of 
anger, impatience, and ſometimes little bet- 
ter than blaſphemy. Murmuring is nothing 

elſe but the ſcum which boils off from a diſ- 
contented heart. 

2. It excludes an uneven [ difcondpatine: : 
When a man ſaith, I am in ſuch ſtraits, that I 
know not how to evolve or get out, I ſhall be 
undone. Head and heart are ſo taken u 
that a man is not fit to pray or meditate, G. . 
He is not himſelf: Juſt as when an army is 
routed, one. man runs this way, and another 
that 3 the army is put into diſorder : So a 
man's thoughts run up and down diſtracted, 
Diſcontent doth diſlocate and unjoint the ſoul, 
it pulls off the wheels. 
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14 Tec excludes a childiſh deſpondeney; and 
this i is uſually conſequent upon the other- A 
man being in an hurry of mind, not Knowin 
which way to extricate or wind himſelf out 
of the preſent trouble, begins Jſuccumbere oneri, 
to faint and fink under it. For care is to the 
mind as a burden to the back, it loads the 
ſpirits, and, with overloading, ſinks them. 
A deſpondent ſpirit is a diſcontented ſpirit.” 

Cnar. VI. r the * of content 
ment. FO = 
"Having affcres theſe eres 1 ſhall, in 
de gent place, come to deſeribe this atarkeia, 


or contentment. 
mper of fo ſpirit, whereby a 


It is a ſweet te 
Chriſtian carries himſelf in an a enn porfe in 
every condition. The nature of this will ap 
Par more clear in theſe three aphorifins, i 
1. Contentment is a divine thing, it be- 
comes ours, not by acquiſition, but infuſion ; 
it is a flip taken off from-the tree of life, and 
planted by the Spirit of God in the foul ; it is'a 
fruit that grows der in the garden of philoſo- 
pPhy, but is of an heavenly birth; it is there- 
fore very obſervable, that contentment is join- 
ed with godlineſs, and goes in equipage; but 
godlineſs with contentment is great gain,” 
1 Tim. vi. 6. Contentment being a conſequent 
of godlineſs, or concomitant, or both; I call tr 
divine, to contradiſtinguiſh it to that of con- 
tentment, e a moral man __ arrive at. 
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Heathens have ſeemed to have this content= 


ment, butiit was only the ſhadow and picture 
of it; the beryl, not the true diamond 5 theirs 
was but civil, this is ſacred; theirs was only 
from principles of reaſon, this' of religion ; 
theirs was only lighted: at nature's torch, this 


at the lamp of ſcripture. © Reaſon may à lit- 


tle: teach. contentment; as thus: Whatever 
my condition be, this is that I am born to; 
and if I meet with croſſes, it is hut catholic 
miſery; all have their ſhare, why therefore 
ſhould I be troubled? Reaſon may ſuggeſt 


this; and indeed this may be rather conſtraint; 
but to live fecurely and cheerfully upon God 


in the abatement of creature ſupplies, religion 
can only bring this into the ſoul's exchequer. 

2. Contentment is an intrinſical thing; it 
hes within a man; nat in the bark, but the 
root. Contentment hath both its fountain 
and ſtream inthe ſoul. The beam hath not its 
light from the air; che beams of comfort 
which a contented man hath, do not ariſe from 


foreign comforts, but from within, As for- 
row is ſeated in the ſpirit, * the heart knows 


its own grief, Prov. xxiv. 10. So content - 
ment lies within the ſoul, and doth not de- 


pend upon externals. Hence I gather, that 


outward troubles cannot hinder this bleſſed 
contentment; iti is a ſpiritual thing, and 4. 
riſeth from ſpiritual grounds, viz. the ap- 
prehenſion of CEO? When there is 
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S 
2 2 without, rherdmaybouniſie: within - 
a bee may ſting through the ſlin, but it can 
not ſting to the heart; outward afflictions can- 
not-ſting to a Chriſtian's heart, where content= 
ment lies. Thieves may plunder. us of our 
money and plate, but not of this pearl of con- 
tentment, unleſs we are willing to part with 
it; for it is locked up in the cabinet of the 
heart: The ſoul which 3s poſſeſſed of this rich 
treaſure of contentment,” is like Noah in the 
ark, that can ſing in the midſt of a deluge. 
Contentment is an habitual thing, it 
mines with a fixed light in the firmament of 
the ſoul. Contentment doth not appear only 
now and then, as ſome ſtars which are ſeen but 
ſeldom; it is a ſettled temper of the heart. 
One action doth not denominate; he is not 
fain to be a liberal man, that gives alms once 
in his life; a covetous man may do fo ; but 
he is ſaid to be liberal, that is © given to li- 
berality, Nam. xii. 13. That is, who upon 
all occaſions is willing to indulge the neceſ- 
- ſities of the poor; ſo he is ſaid to be a content- 
ed man that is given to contentment. It is 
not caſual but conſtant. Ariſtotle, in his rhe- 
toric, diſtinguiſheth between colours in the 
face that ſe from paſſion, and thoſe which. 
ariſe. from complexion ; the pale face may 
look red when it bluſheth, but this is only a 


paſſion; he is ſaid-properly. to be ruddy and 


ſanguine, Who is conſtantly. ſo,—1t is his com— 


W 
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plexion. He is not a conten mad who is 


ſo upon an occaſion, and perhaps when he is 
pleaſed; but who is ſo conſtantiy,—it ig the 
bit and complexion of his ſoul. . 


ment. 


Having opencd the nature of contentment, - 


I come next to lay down ſome reaſons, or ar- 


nts to convene; ern my Roy: 
derte with us. 


The firſt is, God's s precept;: It is charged 


upon us as a duty. Be content with ſuch 
things as you have,” Heb. xiii. 5. The ſame 


God, who hath bid us believe, hath bid us be 
content ; if we obey not, we run ourſelves in- 


to a ſpiritual premunire. God's word is a ſuf- 


ficient warrant; it hath authority in it; and 
mult be ſuperſedeas, or ſacred ſpell to diſcon- 
tent. Iꝑſe dixit was enough among Pythago- 
ras's ſcholars: «© Be it enacted, ? 15 the royal 
ſtile, God's werd muſt be the ſtar that guides, 


and his will the weight that moves our obe- 


dience; and his will is a law, and hath ma- 
jeſty enough i in it to captivate us into obedi- 
ence ; our hearts muſt hot be more unquiet | 


than the raging ſea, which at his word 1 is ſtill⸗ 


. ed, Mat. viii. 26. 


2. The ſecond reaſon inforcing content- 
ment is, God's promiſe : * For he hath ſaid, I 
will never leave thee, nor forſake thee,” 


Heb. xiii, 5. Where Gad hath engaged him- 
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ſelf under hand and ſeal, dor our neceſſary 


ie If a king ſhould ſay to one of 
is ſubjects, I will take care for thee ; as long 
as I have any crown-revenues, thou ſhalt be 
provided for; if thou art in danger, I will 
ſecure thee; if in want, I will ſupply thee; 


would not that ſubject be content ? Behold, | 
God hath here made a promiſe to the believer, 
and as it were entered into bond for his ſecu- 
= ity, I will never leave thee;” ſhall not this 


charm down the devil of diſcontent ? Leave 
thy fatherleſs children with me, I will pre- 
* them alive,” Jer. xliv. 11. Methinks 


1 ſee the godly man on his death-bed 
much diſcontented, and hear him complain» . 
ing what will become of my wife and children 


when I = dead and gone? They may come 

: Saith God, © trouble not thy- 
| ſelf! be cor be content,” I will take care of thy child- 
ren; and © let thy widow truſt in me,” God 


hath made a promiſe to us, © that he will not 


leave us,” and hath entailed the promiſe upon 
our wife and children; and will not this ſa- 
. tisfy? True faith will take God's ſingle bond, 


x — * calling for witneſſes. 


Be content, by virtue of a decree. What- 
eve? our condition be, God, the umpire of the 
world, hath from everlaſting decreed that con- 


dition for us, and by. his providence ordered 


all appurtinances thereunto. Let a Chriſtian 
oſten think with e hath placed me 
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here; where I am in-a high ſphere, or in a 
lower? Not chance or fortune, as the pur- 
blind heathens imagined ; no, it is the wiſe 
God that hath by his providence. fixed me in 

this orb: We muſt act that ſcene which God 
would have us; {ay not, ſuch a one hath oc- 
caſioned this to me, look not too much at the 
under-wheel. We read in Ezekiel, of a wheel 
within a e Ezek. 1. 16. God's decree 1s 
the cauſe of the turning of the wheels, and his 
providence is. the inner-wheels that moves all 


; | thereſt, God's providence is that helm which 


turns about the whole ſhip of the univerſe. Say 
then, as holy David, * I was ſilent, becauſe. 
thou, Lord, didſt it, Pal. xxxix. 9, God's pro- 
vidence, which is nothing elſe but the carrying 
on of his decree, ſhould be a ſuperſedeas and 
counterpoiſe againſt. diſcontent; God hath ſet 
us in our ſation, and he hath done it in wife 


dom. 


We fancy ſuch a condition of life i is good 
for us; whereas, if we were our own carvers, 
we ſhould often cut the worſt piece. Lot, be- 
ing put to his choice, did chooſe Sodom, 
Gen. xili. 10. which ſoon after was burned 
with fire. Rachel was very deſirous of child - 
ren, Give me children, or] die Gen. xxx. 
And it colt her her life in bringing forth a 
child. Abraham was. earneſt. for Iſhmael, 
& © © that lIſhmnael may live before thee!” 

Gen, xvii. 18, But "9 liitte comfort either 
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of him or his ſeed ; he was born a ſon of ſtrife, 
te his hand was againſt every man, and ever 

man's hand againſt him.“ The diſciples wept 
for Chriſt's leaving the world, they choſe his 
corporeal- preſence ; whereas it was beſt for 
them that Chriſt fnould be gone, for © elfe 
the comforter would not come,” Jahn xvi. 7. 
David chofe the life of his child, © he wept, 
and faſted for it,” 2 Sam. xii. 16. Whereas if 
the child had lived, it would have been a per- 
petual monument of his ſhame. We ftand 
oft in our own light; if we ſhould ſort, or 
parcel out our own comforts, we ſhould hit 
upon the wrong, Is it not well for the child 
that the parent doth chuſe tor it? Were it 
left to itſelf, it would perhaps chuſe a knife 

to cut its own fingers. A man in pa- 
roxyſm calls for wine, which iſ he had, it were 
little better than poiſon : It is well for he pa- 

tient that he is at the phyſician's appointment. 


The conſideration of a decree determining, | 


and a providence difpofing of all things that 
fall out, ſhould work our hearts to holy con- 
tentment. The wiſe: God hath ordered our 
condition: If he ſees it better for us to abound, | 
ve ſhall abound ; if he ſees it better for us to 
Want, we ſhall want; be content to be at God's 
_ diſpoſal. , ; 
Sad fees, in his infinite wiſdom, the ſame 
condition is not convenient for all; that which 
is good for one, may be bad for another; one 
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feaſon of weather will not ſerve all men's oc- 


caſions; one needs ſunſhine, another rain: 
One condition of life will not fit every man, 


no more than one ſuit of apparel will fit every 


body : Proſperity is not fit for all, nor yet 1 


adverſity. If one man be brought low, per- 
haps he can bear it better; he hath a greater 


ſtock yi. Sy more faith and patience; he 


can “ gather grapes of thorns,” pick ſome 
comfort out of the croſs; every one cannot do 
this. Another man is ſrated in an eminent 
place of dignity; he is fitter for it; perhaps 


it is a place requires more parts of judgment, 
which every one is not capable of; perhaps 


he can uſe his eſtate better; he hath a public 
heart as well as a public place. The wiſe God 
ſees that condition to be bad for one, which is 

for another; hence it is he placeth men 


un different orbs and ſpheres; ſome higher, 


ſome lower: One man deſires health, God ſees 
ſickneſs is better for him; God will work 


health out of ſicknefs, by bringing the body of 

death into a conſumption. Another man de- 
ſires liberty, God ſees reſtraint better for 
him; he will work his liberty by reſtraint; 
when his feet are bound, his heart ſhall be 


moſt enlarged. Did we believe this, it would 
give a check to the ſinful diſputes and cavils 
of our hearts; ſhall I be diſcontented at that 
which is enacted by a decree, and ordered by 
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„ ee 1s this to be a child or R 


rebel. 

Cuar. VIII. Vel. Shewing 2 a cur. 
flian may make bis life comfortable? i 

It ſhews: how a-Chriſtian may come to lead. 
a comfortable life, even an heaven upon earth, 


be the times what they will ; viz. By Chri- 
ſtian contentment, Prov. xv. 13. The comfort 


of life doth not ftand in having much; it is- 
Chriſt's maxim, man's life conſiſteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he doth. 


poſſeſs, Luke xi. 15. But it is in being 


contented. Is net the bee as well contented 
with feeding on the dew, or ſucking from a 


flower, as the ox that grazeth on the moun- 
-tains? Comtentment lies within a man, in the 
heart: And the way to be comfortable, is not 


by having our barns filled, but our mind quiet. 


The contented man, ſaich Seneca, is the hap- 
py man; diſcontent is a fretting humour, 
which dries the brains, waſtes the ſpirits, cor- 


rodes and eats out the comfort of life: Di- 


content makes a man that he doth not. enjoy 

what he doth poſſeſs. A drop or two of vine- 

gar will ſour a whole glaſs of wine, Let a. 
man have the affluence and confluence of 
worldly comforts, a drop or two of diſcontent 

will imbitter and poiſon all. Comfort depends 


upon contentment ; Jacob Went halting when 


the ſine w upon the hallow of his thigh. ſhrank ; 
fo, when the ſine w of contentment begins to 
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Arien, we go halting in our 2 


tentation is as neceſſary to keep the life οͤ,t, —_ 


fortable, as oil is neceſſary to keep the lamp 
burning; the clouds of diſcontent do oſten 


drop the ſnowers of tears. Would we have 
comfort in our lives? We may have it if we 
will. A Chriſtian may carve out what condi- 


tion he will to himſelf, Why doſt thou 
lain of thy troubles? it is not trouble 


that troubles, but diſcontent; it is not the 
water without the ſhip, but the water that 
gets within the leak, which drowns it; it is 


not outward affliction that can make the life of 


2 Chriſtian fad : A contented mind would ſail 
above theſe waters: But when there's a leak. 
of diſcontent open, and trouble gets into the 


heart, then it is diſquieted and inks. Do 
therefore as the mariners, pump the water out, 


and ſtop this ſpiritual leak in thy ſoul, and no 


trouble can hurt ther. 
 Cnae. IX. Uſe II. 4 check 10 the diſcon- 
tented Cbhriſtian. 


Here is a juſt reproof fork as are diſcon- 


rented with their condition. This diſeaſe is 


almoſt epidemical. Some not content with 


their calling which God hath ſet them in, muſt 


be a ſtep higher, from the plough to the 
throne; who like the ſpider in the Proverbs, 


= will © take hold with her hands, and bein 
king's palaces,” Prov. xxx. 28. Others from 


che ſhop to the pulpic, Numb. xii. 2. They 
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would be in the temple of honour, before 
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they are in the temple of virtue ; who ſtepin- 
to Moſes's chair without Aaron's bells and 
"pomgranates ;. like apes, which do moſt ſhew 
their deformity when they are climbing. Is 
it not enough that God hath beſtowed 
gifts upon men, in private to edify; that he 
hath enriched them with many mercies? But, 
ſeek they the prĩeſthood alſo? Numb. xvi. 9. 
What is this but diſcontent ariſing from high- 
flown pride? Theſe do fecretly tax the wif- 


155 dom of God, that he hath not ſcrewed them up 


in their condition a peg higher. Every man 
is complaining that his eſtate is no better, 


though he ſeldom complains that his heart is 


no better. One man commends this kind of 
life, another commends that; one man thinks 
a country-life beſt, another a city-life: The 
ſoldier thinks it beſt to be a (merchant, and. 
the merchant to be a foldier.. 
content to be any thing but what God would 

have them. How is it that no man is con- 
tented? Very few Chriſtians have learned St 
Paul's leſſon; neither poor nor rich know 


how to be content, Rs can learn Lk —_ 


bur. this. 5 

1. If men are poor, they les to be, 1. En- 
vious; they malign thoſe that are above them. 
Another's proſperity is an eye- ſore. When 
God's candle ſhines upon their - neighbour's 
tabernacle, this light offends them. 


Men can be 


In the 


__ | = 


that are well enough content withitheir. fins, 
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midſt of wants men can, in this ſenſe, abound, 
viz. In envy and malice: An envious! eye is 
an evil eye. 2. They learn to be querulqus; 
ſtill complaining, as if God had dealt hardly 
with them; they are ever telling their wants, 
they want this and that comfort; whereas 
their greateſt want is a contented ſpirit. Thoſe 


yet are not content with their condition. 
2. If men are rich, they learn tobecovetous ; + 
thirſting inſatiably after the world, and by 
unjuſt means ſcraping it together; their 
ce right-hand is full of bribes,” as the pſalmiſt 


expreſſeth it, P/al. lvi. 10. Put a good cauſe 


in one ſcale; and a piece of gold in the other, 


and the gold weighs heavieſt. | There are, 
| faith Solomon, four things that ſay, “ it is not 
enough, Prov. xxx. 15. I may add a: fifth, 
diz. The heart of a covetous man. So:that- 
neither poor nor rich know how to be con- 
= cen o OM | 
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Never certainly ſince the creation did this 


ſin gf diſcontent reign, or rather rage more 
than in our times; never was God more dif- 


honoured : You can hardly ſpeak with any, 


but the paſſion of his tongue betrays the dil. 
content of his heart; every one liſps out his 
trouble, and here even the ſtammering tongue 
12 ſpeaks too freely and fluently. T0 Tir 45. nite 


If we have not what we deſire, God ſhall 


nor have a good look from us, but preſently 


— 
— 
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we are fick of diſcontent, and * to ids 
of an humour, If God will not — the 
pevple of Iſrael for their luſts, they bid him 
take their lives; they muſt have 5 to 
their manna. Ahab, though a king, and one 
| would think his c ln had been ſuffi- 
1 cCient for him, yet is follen and diſcontented 
©] | for Naboth's vineyard. Jonah, though a 
3 — — Goin 
- a pet, Jonab iv. 8. And becauſe God killed his 
F gourd, kill me too, ſaith he. Rachel, give 
ö | me children, or I die; ſhe had many bleſ- 
ſings, if ſne could have ſeen them, but wanted 
this contentation. God will ſupply our wants, 
but muſt he ſatisfy our luſts too? Many are 
difcontented for a very trifle? another hath a 
better dreſd, a richer jewel, a newer faſnion. Ne- 
ro, not content with his empire; was troubled 
that the muſician had more ſkill in playing 
than he: Ho fantaſtic are ſome, that pine 
away in diſcontent for the want of thoſe things, 
Which, if they had, would but nn —_— 


more cares: : Z 
Citav. X. Uſe. III. A fualive ro. content= 


ment. 
-It erhorts us to "= I 5 N 
this is that which doth beautify and beſpangle 
a Chriſtian, and as a ſpiritual eee 1 
doth ſet him off in the eyes of the worlc. 
' Object. But methinks I bear fome bitterly com- 
=}. plaining, and ſaying to me, alas, hot is it poſits: 


— 
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t to Be contented? The Lord hath made my chain 
7 heavy, Lam. iii. 17, © He bath caſt me into a 
8 MW voy /adrondition.” OO 
0 Anſ. There is no fin, but labours either to 
e 

* 


hide itſelf under ſome maſk; or, if it cannot 
be concealed, then to vindicate itſelf by ſome 3 
apology. This fin of diſcontent I find very 
- witty in its apologies, which I ſhall firit diſco» 
| ver, and then make a reply. We muſt lay it 
- down as a rule, that diſcontent: is a fin; fo 
that all the pretences and apologies where- 

with it labours to juſtify itſelf, are but the 
painting and dreſſing of a ftrumpet., 

'$ 1, The firſt apology that diſcontent 
makes kk... 
Ĩhbe firſt apology which diſcontent makes 

is this; I have loſt a child. Paulina, upon 
che loſs of her children, was ſo poſſeſſed with 
a2 ſpirit of ſadneſs, that ſhe had like to have 
intombed herſelf in her own diſcontent; our 
love to relations is oftentimes more than dur 
love to religion. JV 

| Reply 1. We muſt be content, not only 
when God gives mercies, but when he takes 
away. If we maſt © in every thing give 
thanks,” 1 Theſ. v. 18. then in nothing be 
diſcontented. 5 33 
Rep 2. Perhaps God hath taken away the 
ciſtern, that he may give you the more of the 
ſpring; he hath darkned the ſtar- light that 
you may have more ſun- light. God intends 


— 
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you ſhall have more of himſelf, and is not he 
better than ten ſons? Look not ſo much upon 
a temporal toſs, as a fpiritual gain; the com- 
forts of the world run dregs; thoſe which come 
out of the granary of the promiſe are pure and 
. 1 4 

Reply 3. Your child was not given, but 
lent. © I have, faith Hannah, lent my fon 
to the Lord, 1 Sam. i. 21. She lent him: 
The Lord hath lent him to her. Mercies are 
not entailed upon us, but lent; what a man 
lends, he may call for again, when he pleaſes. 
God hath put out a child to thee a while to 
nurſe; wilt thou be diſpleaſed if he. =: U his 
child home again? O be not diſcontented that 
a mercy is taken away from you, but rather 
be thankful that it was lent you ſo long. 

Reply 4. Suppole your child be taken from 
you, either he was good or bad; if he was re- 

bellious, you have not ſo much parted with a 
child, as a burden; you grieve for that which 
might have been a greater grief to you: If he 
was religious, then remember, he is taken 
from the evil to come, J/a. lvii. 1. and placed 
in his center of felicity, This lower region 
is full of groſs and hurtful vapours; how hap- 
py are thoſe who are mounted into the celeſ- 
tiah obs). The righteous is taken away, In 
the original it is, he is gathered, A wicked 
- child. is cut off, but the pious child is gathered. 
Even as we ice men gather flowers, and gandy 


- 
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them, and preſerve them by chem; ſo. hath _ 
| God gathered thy child as a ſweet flower, that 
he may candy it with glory, and preſerve it by 
him forever. Why then ſhould a Chriſtian be 
diſcontented 2 Why ſhould he weep exceſſive- 
ly? « Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not for 
me, but weep for yourſelves, Luke xxnl. 28. 
So, could we hear our children ſpeaking to us 
out of heaven, they would ſay, Weep not for 


us who are happy; we ly upon a ſoft pillow,” 


even in the boſom of Chriſt; the prince of 
peace is embracing us and kiſſing us with the 

Rifles of his lips: Be not troubled at our pre- 
ferment ;_ © weep not for us, but weep for 
yourſelves, who are in a ſinful forrowful world: 
You arg in the valley of tears, but we are on 
the mountain of ſpices; we have gotten to 
our harbour, but you are ſtill rofling 1 upon the 
waves of inconſtancy. O Chriſtian, be not 
diſcontented that thou haſt parted with ſuch a 
child; but rather rejoice that thou hadſt ſuch 


| 2 child to part with. Break forth into thank- 


fulneſs. What an honour is it to a parent to 
beget ſuch a child, that while he hves, encrea- 
ſeth the joy of the glorified angels, Lake xx. 
10. and when he dies, encreaſeth the number 
of the' glorified ſaints. 
Reply 5. If God hath taken ay one of 
your children, he hath left you more; he 
might have ſtripped you of all. He took a- 
Way Job's comforts, his eſtate, his children; 
D222. 5 
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and indeed his wife was. left, but as a 6 
Satan made a bow of this rib, as Chryſoſtom 
ſpeaks, and ſhot a temptation by her at Job, 
thinking to have him ſhot to the heart; Curſe 
_ God and die: But Job had upon him the 
breaſt-plate of integrity; and though his 
children were taken away, yet not his graces; 
{till he is content, ftill he bleſſeth God. O 
think how many mercies you ſtill enjoy; yet 
our baſe hearts are more diſcontented, at one 
Iofs, than thankful for an hundred mercies. 
God hath plucked one bunch of grapes from 
vou; but ho 2 precious cluſters are left 
behind? 
Object. But it was my only child, the ftaff of 

' my age, the ſeed of my comfort, and the only 
bloſjom out of which my ancient family did grow, 

Anſ. 1. God hath. promiſed you, if you be - 
long. to him, “a name better than of ſons and 
daughters,” Ja. lvi. g. Is he dead thatſhould 
have been the monument to have kept up 
the name of a family? God hath given you a 
new name, he hath written your name in the 
book of life: Behold your ſpiritual heraldry: 
Here is a name that cannot be cut off. 

2. Hath God taken away thy only child ? 
He hath given the his only Son: This is a 
happy. exchange. What needs he complain 
of loſſes, that hath Chriſt? He is his Father's 
brightneſs, Heb. i. 3. his riches, Col. ii. 9. 
his Mehr, P/el. xlii. 1. Is their —— in 
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Chriſt to delight the heart of God? And si 
| there not enough in him to raviſh us with ho- 
„ ly delight? He i is wiſdom to teach us, riglite- . 
. dbuſneſs to acquit us, ſanctification to adorn us: 
5 He is that royal and princely gift; he is the 
13 bread of angels, the joy and triumph of ſaints, 
he is all in all, Col. iii. 10. Why then art thou 
diſcontented? Though thy child be loſt, yet 
thou haſt him for whom all things are loſs. 
7. And laſt 'Reply. * Let us bluſh to think 
chat nature ſhoult outſtrip grace. Pulvillus, 
an heathen, hen he was about to conſecrate 
a temple to Jupiter, and news was brought 
him of the dark of his ſon; would not deſiſt 
from his enterprize, but with much compoſure 
of mind gave order for decent burial. 4 
9.2. The ſecond apology enfivered.” | 
2. Apology-that diſcontent mes is, I 
a Vang a great part of my eſtate angel mel 
* away, and trading begins to fail. 
God is pleaſed ſometimes to bring his child- 
ren very low, and cut them ſhort in their 
eſtate. It fares with them as with that widow, 
who had nothing in her houſe fave a pot of 
oil, 2 Kings iv. 2. But be content. 
Reply 1. God hath taken away your eſtate, 
bur not your portion. This is a facred para- 
dox, honour and eſtate are no part of a Chriſ- 


»s WH tian'sjointure; they are rather acceſſaries than 
9. eſſentials, and are extrinſical and ' foreign 2 
in Therefore che loſs of thoſe cannot denominate 


2 z 


* 


ri ar er 


2 man miſerable, ſtill the portion remains; 
The Lord is my portion, ſaith my ſoul,” 
Lan. iii. 24. Suppoſe one were worth a mil- 
lion of money, and he ſhould chance to loſe 
a pin off his ſleeve, this is no part of his eſtate, 
nor can we ſay he is undone: The loſs of ſublu- 
nary comſorts. is not ſo much to a Chriſtian's 
portion, as the Joſs of a pin is to a million. 
«« Theſe things ſhall be added to you, Mat. iv. 


32. Adlicientur, they ſhall be caſt in as overplus. 


When a man buys a piece of cloth, he hath an 
inch or to given in to the meaſure: Now, 
though he loſe his ineh of cloth, yet he is not 
undone; for ſtill the whole piece remains. 

Our outward eſtate is not ſo much in regard of 
the portion, as an inch of cloth is to the whole 

piece; why then ſhould a Chriſtian be diſcon- 
tented, when the title to his ſpiritual treaſure 
remains ? A thief may take away all the mo- 

ney that I have about me, but not my land 
{till a Chriſtian hath a title to the land of pro- 

miſe. Mary hath choſen the better part, which 
Mall not be taken from her. . + e 3 
_ Rephy-24 Perhaps, if thy eſtate had not been 
loft, thy ſoul had been loſt. Outward com- 

ſorts do often quench inward Heat. God can 
beſtow a jewel upon us, but we fall ſo in love 
with it, that we forget him that gave it. 
What pity is it that we ſhould commit 1do- 
tatry with the creature! God is forced ſome- 
limes to drain away an eſtate ; the plate and 


we have, but how much bleſſing. He that of- 
ten curſeththe bags of gold; can bliſs the meal, 
in the barrel, and the oi in the cruſe. What 
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jewels. are often caſt overboard to ſave the paf- 
ſenger. Many a man may curſe the time that 


ever he had ſuch an eſtate; it hath" been an 
enchantment to draw away his heart from 
God. © Some there are that will be rich, 


2 Tim. vi. 9. And they fall into a ſnare.” 


Art thou troubled that God hath prevent- 


_ 7 ſnare ? Riches are thorns, Mat. xiti. 
7. Art thou angry becauſe God hath pulled 


away a thorn from thee? Riches are compared 


to thiek clay, Hab. ii. 6. Perhaps thy af- 
ſections, which are the feet of the foul, might 

have ſtuck fo faſt in this golden clay, that 

they could not have afcended up to heaven. 


Be content; if God dam up our outward com- 
forts, it is that the ſtream of our love may 
run faſter another way. £11057 

Reply 3. If your eſtate be ſmall, yet God 
can bleſs a little. Tis not how much money 


if thou haſt not the full fleſn- pots? yet thou 
haſt a promifſe, I will blits her proviſton, 


Eſal. exxiii. 15. And then a little goes a 
great way. Be content thou haſt the dew of 4 


bleſſing diſtill'd. A dinner of green herbs, 
where love is, is ſweet; 1 may add, where the 


love of God is. Another may have more e- 


ſtate than you, but more care; more riches, 


leſs reſt ; more revenues, but withal more 
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occaſions of expence: He hath a greater in- 


him power to eat thereof, Ecelgſ. vi. a: He 
hath the dominion of his eſtate, not the uſe; . 


thou haſt leſs gold that he, perhaps leſs guilt. 
©, Reply 4. You did never ſothrive in your 
ſpiritual trade your heart was never ſo lo 
as ſince your condition was low; you were 
never {0 poor in ſpirit, never ſo abs in faith. 


mandments ſo faſt as ſince ſome of your gold- 
en weights were taken off. Tou never had : 
ſuch trading for heaven all your life; this is 
uberrimus quæſus. Lou did never make ſuch 
adventures. upon the promiſe as ſince you left 


of merchandiſe: O Chriſtian, thou never hadſt 
ſuch, 1 incomes of the Spirit, ſuch ſpring tides 
of joy; and what though weak in eſtate, if 
ſtrong in aſſurance? Be content; what you 

ave loſt one way, you have gained another. 

* Reply. 5. Be yobr loſſes what they will in 
this kind, remember in every loſs their is . 
a ſuffering, but in every diſcontent there is a 
ſin, and one fin is worſe than a $ouſand ſuf- 
ferings. - What ! Becauſe ſome of my reve-- 
nues are gone, fall 1 part with ſome of my 
righteouſneſs ? Shall-my faith and patience go 
wo? Becanlc 1 do not Nude w "_ ſhall 


heritance, yet perhaps God doth not give 


he holds more, but enjoys leſs: In a word, 


You did never run the ways of God's com- 


off your ſea- adventures. This is the beſtkind 
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I not therefore poſſeſs 1 own ſpirit * * 0 learn 


to be content. 

& 3. The third apoleg y anſwered. 

The third apology is, It is fad with me in 
my relations: Where I ſhould find moſt com- 


fort, there I have moſt grief. This apology 


or objection brancheth itſelf into two particu- 


lars, whereto I ſhall give a diſtinct reply. 


1/ Branch. My child goes on in rebellion; 


I fear I have brought forth a child for the de- 


vil. It is indeed fad to think, that hell ſhould | 
be paved with the ſculls of any of our child- 
ren, and certainly the pangs of grief which 


the mother hath in this kind, are worſe than 


her pangs of travel; but though you ought 
to be humbled, yer not diſcontented; For 
conſider, 

iſt, Reply. You may pick omnes dg out 
of your child's undutifulneſs; the child's ſin 
is fometimes the parent's ſermon; The undu- 


tifulneſs of children to us, may be a memento to 
put us in mind of our undutifulneſs once to 


God. Time was when we were rebellious 


children; how long did our hearts ſtand out 
as garriſons againſt God? How long did he _ 


parly with us, „and be ſeech us, ere we would 
yield? He walked in the tenderneſs of his 
heart towards us, but we walked in the fro- 
wWardneſs of our hearts towards him; and ſinee 
grace hath been planted in our ſouls, how much 
of the wild olive is ſtill in us? How many 
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motions of the Spirit do we daily refiſt? How 
many unkindneſſes and affronts have we put 


upon Chriſt? Let this open a ſpring of re- 
pentance; look upon your child's rebellions, 


and mourn for your own rebellion. 
2d, Reply. Though to ſee hini undutiful is 


your grief, yet not always your fin. Hath a 


parent given the child, not only the milk of 
the breaſt, bur the ſincere milk of the word 2 
2 Pet. ii. 2. Haſt thou ſeaſoned his tender 
. years with religious education ? Thou canſt 
do no more; parents can only work knowledge, 
God muſt work grace; they can only lay 
the wood together, it is God muſt make it 
burn; a parent can only be a guide to ſhew 
his child the way to heaven, the Spirit of God 
muſt be a loadſtone to draw his heart into 
that way. Am in God's ſtead, ſaith Ja- 
cob, who hath withheld the fruit of the 
womb ?” Gen. xxx. 2. Can I give children 2: 
So, is a parent in God's ſtead to give grace ? 
Who can help it, if a child having the lighrof 
_ conſcience, ee education, theſe three 


torches. in his hand, yet runs wilfully into the 


deep ponds of ſin? Weep for thy child, pray 
for him; but do not fin for him by” diſcon- 
tent. 

Reply 3. S* not, you 1 0 brought forth 
aà child for then devil; God can reduce him; 
he hath promiſed to © turn the heart of the 


5 children to their parents, Mal. iv. 6. And 
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to open ſprings of gr ace in the deſart, 1 
XXXV. 6. When the child is going full fail 
to the devil, God can blow with a contrary 
wind of his Spirit, and alter his courſe. When 
Paul was breathing out perſecution againſt 
the ſaints, and was ſailing hell-ward, God 
turns him another way; before he was going 
to Damaſcus, God ſends him to Ananias; 
before a perſecutor, now a preacher. Though 
our children are for the preſent fallen into the 
devil's pond, God can turn them from the 
power of Satan, As xxiv. 16. and bring 
them in the twelfth hour. Monica was weep- 
ing for her ſon, Auguſtine; at laſt God gave 
him in upon prayer, and he became a famous 
inſtrument in the church of God. | 

2. The ſecond branch of. the objection is, 
But my huſband takes ill courſes ; | where r 
looked for honey, behold a ſting. 

Auf. It is fad to have the living and the: 
dead tied together; yer, let not your heart 
fret with diſcontent; mourn for his ſins, but 
do not murmur, Fat, | 3 

Reply 1. God hath placed you in your re- 
lation, and you cannot be diſcontented; but 
you quarrel with God. What! for every 

croſs that befals us, ſhall we call the infinite 
wiſdom of God in r 7 0 ow bl aſphemy 
of our hearts! 

Reply 2. God can make 71 a gainer by 
* huſband's ſin: * you! had never 
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been ſo good, if he had-not been ſobad, The 
fire burns hotteſt in the coldeſt climate: God 
often, by a divine antiperiſtaſis, turns the ſins 
of others to our good, and makes our mala- 
dies our medicines. The more profane the 
huſband is, oft the more holy the wife grows; 
the more earthly he is, the mpre heavenly ſhe 
grows; God makes ſometimes the — 
ſin a ſpur to the wife's grace. His exorbi- 
tancies are as a pair of bellows to blow up- 

the flame of her zeal and devotion the more. 
Is it not thus? Doth not thy huſband's 
wickedneſs ſend thee to prayer? Thou per- 
haps had never prayed ſo much, if he had not 
ſinned ſo much. His deadneſs quickens thee 
the more, the ſtone of his heart is an hammer = 
to break thy heart. The apoſtle ſaith, the 
eee wife is ſanctified by the believing | 
huſband,” 1 Cor; vii. 14. But in this ſenſe, 
the believing wife is ſanctified by the unbe- 
lieving huſband, ſhe grows better; his fin is 
a whetſtone to her grace, and a medicine for 
her ſecurity. - 

$ 4. The fourth apology extend, 

Ihe next apology that diſcontent makes is, 

But my friends have dealt very with 
me, and proved falſe. 

Anſ. It is fad, when a friend proves like a 
brook in ſummer, Job vi. 15. The traveller, 
being parched with heat, comes to the brook, 


gl 


DIVINE CONTENTMENT- 49 


hoping to refreſh himſelf; but the brook is 
I dried up; yet be content. 
| Reply x. Thou art notalone, others of the 
| ſaints have been betrayed by friends; an 
| when they have leaned upon them, they have 
p been as a foot out of joiat. This was true in 
„ the type David, Plal. Iv. 12.13. It was. 
not an enemy reproached me, but ir was thou, 
0 man, my equal, my guide, and my ac- 
quaintance; we took ſweet counſel together: = 
And in the antitype Chriſt, he was betrayed 
by a friend; and why ſhould we think it 
ſtrange to have the ſame meaſurt dealt out to 
us as Jeſus Chrift had? The ſervant 1 is not 
above his maſter . 
Reply 2. A Chriſtian ray often read his ſin 
in his puniſhment; hath not he dealt treach- 
eroufly with God? How oft hath he grie ved 
the Comforter, broken his vows, and, through 
unbelief, fided with Satan againft God? How 
oft hath he abuſed love, taking the jewels of 
God's mercies, and making A golden calf 
of them, ſerving his own luſts? How oft 
hath he made the free grace of God, which 
ſhould have been a bolt to keep our fin,- ra- 
ther a key to open the door to it? Theſe 4 
wounds hath the Lord eceived in the houſe - | 
of his friends, Zech. xiii. 6. | Look upon the | 
unkindneſs of thy friend, and mourn for thy 
own unkindneſs againſt God: Shall a Chriſ- 
tian condemn that in r rig dr he hath 
been too guilty of himſelf ? + 
2 
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Reply 3. Hath thy friend proved treacher- 
ous ? Perhaps you did repoſe too much con- 
fidence in him. If you lay more weight up- 
on a houſe than the pillars will bear, it muſt 
needs break. God faith, © Truſt ye not in 
a friend, Micah vii. 5. Perhaps you did put 
more truſt in him than you did dare to put in 
God. Friends are as Venice - glaſſes; we may 
uſe them, but if we lean too hard upon them, 

they will break: Behold matter — 
but not of ſullenneſs and diſcontent. 51 

Reply 4. You have a friend in heaven who 
will never fail you; There is a friend,” 
faith Solomon, that ſticketh cloſer than a 
brother, Prov. xviii. 24. Such a friend is 

_ God; he is very ſtudious and inquiſitive in 
our behalf; he hath a debating with himſelf, 

a conſulting and projecting how he may do 
us good; he is the beſt friend which may give 
_ contentment in the midſt of all diſcourteſies 
/ ATA. C67 ab 
Conſider, 1. He is a loving friend. God 
is love, 1 John iv. 16. Hence he is ſaid 
ſometimes to engrave us on the palm of 
his hand, Ja. xlix. 16. that we may never 
be out of his eye; and to carry us in his 
boſom,” 1a, xl. 11. near to his heart. There 
is no ſtop or ſtint in his love; but as the ri- 
ver Nilus, it overflows all the banks: His 
love is as far beyond our thoughts, as it is a- 
bove our deſerts. O the infinite love of God, 
in giving the Son of his love to be made fleſn, 
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which was more than if all the angels. had 
been made worms! God, in giving Chriſt to 
us, gave his very heart to us; here is love 
penciled out in all its glory, and engraven as 
with the “ point of a diamond.” All qther 
love is hatred in compariſon of the love of\our 
friend. e 
22. He is a careful friend, He careth for 
you,” 1 Pet. v. 7. (I.) He minds and tranſ- 
acts our buſineſs as his oẽn; he accounts his 
people's intereſts and concernments as his in- 
tereſt, (2.) He provides for us grace to en- 1 
rich us, glory to ennoble vs: It was David's , 
complaint, No man careth for my foul,” "2 
P/jal.-cxlii. 4. A Chriſtian hath a friend that 
cares for him. 4 | 
3. He is a prudent friend, Dan. ii. 20. A 
b friend may ſometimes err through 1gnorance 
7 or miſtake, and give his friend [poiſon inſtead 
? of ſugar; but God is wiſe in heart, Job 
ix. 4. He is ſkilful as well as faithful; he 
knows what our diſeaſe is, and what phyſic is 
moſt proper to apply; he knows what will do 
us good, and what wind will be belt to carry 
us tohe nn... 
4. He is a faithful friend, Deut. vii. 9. 10. 
And he is faithful, 1. In his promiſes, © In 
hope of eternal life, which God that cannot 
he hath promiſed, Tit. i. 2. God's people 
are children that will not lie, J. bun. 
8. But God is a God that cannot lie; he 
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vill not deceive the faith of his people; nay, 
he cannot: He is called the truth; he can as 
well ceaſe to be God, as ceaſe to be true. 
The Lord may ſometimes change his promiſe 
(as when he converts a temporal promiſe into 
2 ſpiritual) but he can never break his pro- 
; mile. - | 725 75 
He is 2 een friend ; hence in 
ſeriprure we read of the © yearnings of his 
- bowels,” Jer. xxxi. 20. God's friendſhip | is 
nothing elſe but compaſſion ;. for there is na- 
_  turally no affection in us to deſire his friend- 
ſhip, nor no goodneſs-in us to deſerve it; the 
loadſtone is in himſelf. When we were full 
of blood, he was: full of bowels; when we 
were enemies, he ſent an embaſſige of peace; 
when cur hearts were turned back from God, 
his heart was turned towards us. O the ten- 
derneſs and ſympathy. of our friend in hea- 
ven! We ourſelves: have ſome relentings of 
heart to thoſe which are in miſery ; but it is 
God who begets all the mercies and bowels. 
that-are in us, therefore he is called, The 
Father of mercies, 2 Gor. i. | : 
6. He is a conſtant friend. His compaſ- 
fons fail not, Lam. iii. 22. Friends do often 
in adverſity drop off as leaves in autumn. 
Amici circa ſartaginem, as Plutarch ſaith; 
theſe are rather flatterers than friends. Joab 
was for a time faithful to king David's houſe, 
he went not after Abſalom's treaſon.; but 
within a While proved We. to > the crown, and . 
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went after the treaſon of Adonijah, 1 Kings i. 


7. God is a friend for ever, Having lo- 
ved his own, he loved them to the end,, 
Fobn xiii. 1. What though I am deſpiſed = - 
yet God loves me: What though my friends 


caſt me off? yet God. loves me; he loves to 
the end, and there is no end of that love. 
This methinks, in caſe of diſcourteſies and 


unkindneſſes, is enough. to charm down diſ- 


don tent. 


8 L; be 22 apology anf coered. N 
The next apology is, I am unden re- 


proaches. Let not this diſeentent: For, 


Anſ. I. It is a ſign there is ſome good in 
thee. Saith Socrates, what evil have I done, 


that this bad man commends me? The ap- 


plauſe of the wicked uſually denotes ſome e- 
vil, and their cenſure imports ſome good, 


Hal. xxxviii. 20. David wept. and faſted, 


and that was turned to his reproach, P/al. 
Ixix. 102. As we mult paſs to heaven through 
the pikes of ſuffering, ſo chrough che a 


of reproach.. 


Reply 2. If your reproach be for God. as 


David's was, For thy ſake I have born re- 


proach,” P/al, Ixix. 7. Then it is rather 


| matterof triumph than dejection: Chriſt doth 
not ſay, when you are reproached, be diſcon- 


tented; but rejoice, Mat. v. 12. Wear your 
reproach as a diadem of honour, fof now a 


ſpirit of © glofy reſts upon you,” 1 Pet. iv. 
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14. Put your reproaches into the inventory 
of your 'riches ; ſo did Moſes, Heb. xi. 26. 
It ſhould” be a Chriftian's ambition to wear 
his Saviour's hvery; though it be ſprinkled 
with blood, and ſullied wih difgrace. 


Reply 3. God will do us good by reproach, Tz | 


| as David of Shimei his curſing, -** It may be 
the Lord will requite good for his curſing this 
day, 2 Sam. xvie 12. This puts us upon 
| ſearching out fin, A child of God labours to 
read his ſin in every ſtone of reproach that is 
| caſt at him; beſides, now we have an opper- 
tunity to exerciſe patienee and humihty, 
| ' Reply 4. Jeſus Chrift was content to be re- 
proached for us, He deſpiſed the ſhame 
| of the croſs,” Heb; xi. 2. It may amaze us 
co think; that he who was God could endure. 
| - £© n be crowned with thorns, . 
in. a kind of jeer; and when he was ready to 
| bow his head upon the croſs, to have the Jews 
in ſcorn wag their heads, and ſay, He ſa- 
| ved others, himſelf he cannot ſave.“ The 
| ſhame of the croſs was as much. as the blood 
bol the croſs; his name was crucified before 
his body. The ſharp arrows of reproach that 
che world did ſhoot at Chriſt, went deeper 
into his heart thar the ſpear; his ſuffering 
was ſo ignominious, that as if the ſun did 
bluſn to behold, it withdrew its bright beams, 
and maſked itſelf with a cloud; (and well it 
might, when the Sun of righteouſneſs was in 
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| aus eclipſe; all this contumely and reproach 
did the God of glory endure, or rather. 
deſpiſe for us; Oh then, let us be content to 


have our names eclipfed for Chriſt: Let not 


reproach ly at our heart, but let us bind it as 


a crown about our head. Alas, what is- re- 
proach * 2- 'Fhis is but ſmall ſhor, how wiltmen 
iland in the mouth of- a cannon? Theſe who 


are diſcontented at a A wil beoffend- 
| od at a faggot. 


| Reply g. Is not many a man contend! to 
ſuffer reproach for maintaining his luſt? And 


ſhall not we for maintaining the truth? Some 


glory in that which is their ſhame,” Phil. iii. 


19. And ſhall we be aſhamed of that which 
is our glory r ? Be not troubled at theſe petty 


things: He whoſe heart is- once divinely 


touched with the loadſtone of God's: Spirit, 
| doth account it his honour to be diſhonoured 


for Chriſt, A#s xv. 4. And doth as much deſ- 


piſe the world's cenſure," as he doth their 
praiſe. 


Reply 6. We lee in an age, en men 


dare reproach God himſelf. The divinity of 


the Son of God is blaſphemouſly reproatiied . 


by the Socinian, the bleſſed Bible is reproach- 
ed by the Antiſcripturiſt, as if it were but a 


legend of lies, and every man's faith a fable; 


the juſtice of God is called to the bar of rea- 5 
' ſon by the Arminians ; the wiſdom of Godin 
his providential actings, is taxed by the Athi- 
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eſt ; the ordinances of God are decreed by the- 


| Famaliſt, as. being too a heavy burden for x 


free. * conſcience, and too low and carnal 


for a ſublime ſeraphic ſpirit; the ways of 


God, which have the majeſty. of holineſs ſni- 
ning in them, are calumniated by the profane; 


the mouths · of men are open againſt God, as if 
he were an hard maſter; and the path of reli-- 


gion too ſtrift and ſevere, If men cannot 


az . : 


as it 1s full of change, ſo of partiality. The. 
world gives her reſpects, as ſhe doth her places 
ol preferment; more by favour often, than de- 


give God a good word, ſhall we be difcon- 


tented or troubled. that they ſpeak hardly of: 
us? Such as labour to bury the glory of re- 

ligion, ſhall we wonder that their throats are 

open ſepulchres, Rom. iii. 31. to bury our 
good name? Oh let us be sontented, while. 


we are in God's ſcouring-houſe, to have our 
names ſullied a little; the blacker we ſeem to 


be here, the brighter ſhallwe ſhine when God: 
| hath ſer us upon the celeſtial ſhelf. 5 


8 6. The fixth apology.anſwered. . 
The ſixth apology that diſcontent makes 
is, Diſreſpect in the would. I have not that 

eſteem from men as is ſuitable to my quali- 
ty and graces. And doth diu trouble Con- 


Reply 1. The world in an unequal 3 | 
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ſert. Haſt thou the ground of real worth in 
thee? That is beſt worth that is in him that 
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hath i it; honour is in him that gives it: Bet- 
ter deſerve reſpect, and not have it, than have 
it, and not deſerve it. 

Reply 2. Haſt thou grace ; God reſpedts 
_ thee, and his judgment is beſt worth prizing. 
A believer is a perſon of honour, being born 
of God. Since thou waſt precious in mine 


eyes, © thou haſt been honourable, and I have 8 


loved thee, Ja. xliii- 4. Let the world think 
What they will of you; perhaps in their eyes 
you are a caſt-away; in God's eyes a dove, 
Cant. ii. 14. A ſpouſe, Cant. v. 1. A jewel, 
Mal. iii. 17. Others account you the dregs 
and off-ſcouring of the world, 1 Cor. iv. 14. 


But God will give whole kingdoms for | 


your ranfom,” 7, xliii. 5. Let this content: 
No matter with what oblique eyes I am look- 
ed upon in the world, if I am rectus in curia, 
God thinks well of me. It is better that Gd 
approve, than man applaud. The world may 
put us in their rubric, and God puts us in 
his black- book. What is a man the better 
that his fellow-priſoners commend him, if his 
Judge condemn him? . Oh labour to keep in 
with God, prize his love: Let my fellow ſub- 
jects frown : I am contented, being a en 
ite of the king of heaven. WW 
Reply 3. 1f we are the child of God, we 


muſt. look for diſreſpect ; a believer is in the 
world, but not of the world: We are here in 


a pilgrim condition, out of our own country, 


? 
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therefore . muſt not TY for the reſp ects and | 
8 acclamations of the world; - it is ſufficient that 


, we ſhall have honour in our own country, 
Ileb. x11. 14. It unn. the world's 
favourite. 

Reply 4. Diſcontent ariſing Ga diſreſpect, 
ſavours too much pride: An humble Chriſ- 


tian hath a lower opinion of hunſelfthan others 


can have of him. He that is taken up about 


the thoughts of his fins, and how he hatn 


_ provoked God, he cries out as Agur, Iam 
more brutiſh than any man,” Prov. xxx. 2. 
And therefore is contented, though he be ſet 
among the dogs of the flock,” Fob xxx. 


1. Though he below in che thoughts of others, 
yet he is thankful that he is not laid in the 
loweſt hell,” Fal. Ixxxvi. 13. A proud man 
ſets an high value upon himfelf, and is angry 


with others, becauſe thay-will not come up to- 
his price. Take heed of pride: O had 
others a window to look into thy breaſt, as. 
Crates once expreſſed it; or did thy heart ſtand 
where thy face doth, thou — we to 
have ſo much reſpect. 

5 7. The ſeventh apology anſwered. 


The next apology is, I meet with very 


grat ſufferings for the truth. Conſider, 
Reply 1. Your ſufferings are not ſo great as 
your ſins: Put theſe two in the balance, and 


fee which weighs heavieſt; where ſin lies heavy, 
ſufferings ly light. A carnal ſpirit makes. 


_- 
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| haſt an opportunity to ſhew the valour and 
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more of his Gullvings; and leſs of his fins; he 


looks upon one at the great end of the per- 


ſpective, but upon the other at the little end : 


of the perſpective. The carnal' heart cries: 
qut, take away the frogs; but a gracious 

eart cries out, - take away the iniquity, 
2 Sam. xxiv. 10. The one faith, never any 
one ſuffered: as I have done; but the other 
ſaith, - never one ſinned as 1 have done, 


8 Micah. wil'7; * 


Reply /2. Art thou under fofferings; thou 


conſtancy of thy mind. Some of God's ſaints 


would have accounted it a great favour to 


have been honoured with martyrdom. One 
faid, © I am in priſon till I be in priſon,” 


Thou counteſt that a trouble, which others 
would have worn as an enſign of their glory. 


Reply 3. Even thoſe who have gone only 
upon moral principles, have ſhe wn much con- 
ſtancy and contentment in their ſufferings. 


Curtius being bravely mounted, and in ar- 
mour, threw himſelf into a great gulf, that 


the city of Rome might, according to the 
oracle, be delivered from the peſtilence. And 

we having a divine oracle, © that they Who 
Kill the body cannot hurt the ſoul,” ſhall we 


not with much conſtancy and patienee devote 
_ ourſelves to injuries for religion, and rather 

ſuffer for the truth, than the truth ſuffer ſor 

us? The Decii among the Romans vowed: 
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themſelves to death, that their legions and 


ſoldiers mi 
the vi 
ſuffer, to make the truth victorious! Regulus 
having ſworn that he would return to Carthage, 
though he knew there was a furnace heating 
for = there, yet not daring to infringe: his 


eath, he did adventure to go. We then who 
are Chriſtjans, having made a vow to Chriſt 
in baptiſm, and ſo often renewed. in the bleſſ- 


ed ſacrament, ſhould with much contentation 
rather chooſe to ſuffer, than violate our ſacred 


oath, Thus the bleſſed martyrs, with: what 


courage and cheerfulneſs did they yield up 
their ſouls to God? And when the fire was 
ſet to their bodies, yet their ſpirits were not 


at all fired with paſſion or diſcontent. Though 


others hurt the body, let them not the mind, 
through 8 ſnew by your heroic 
courage, that you are above thoſe troubles 


which, you cannot be without. * 


8 8. The eight apalogy anſwered. 

be next apology is, the proſperity: of the 
wicked. Anſ. 1 confeſs it is 10 often, that the 

evil enjoy all the good, and the good endure 

all the evil. David, though a good man, 

ſtumbled at this, and had like to have fallen, 


. Pal. Ixxiii- 2. Well be contented ; wn re- Y 


member, 
1. Theſe are not the only chings, nor he 
beſtthiogs ; they are werder t the pale: 


ight be crowned with the honour of + 
O what ſhould we be content to 


| Chriſt; others have the fat of the earth, 0 


wicked, from men of the world; which have 


from men of the world, which have their por- 


then tragical : If you would have a man f 9 


fat of the earth. O remember, for every ſand | 
of mercy that runs out of the wicked, Gd 4 


as that ſoldier ſaid to his fellow, do you envy 


DIVINE CONTENTM ENT. 6 


Theſe are but acorns wh which God: feeds 
ſwine; you who are believers have mare. 
choice fruit, the olive, the pomgranate, tg 
fruit which grows on the true vine eſy * 1 


have che dew of heaven; they have a ſoutk- 


land, you have thoſe ſprings of living water 


which are clarified with Cheiſt's blood, and es 

indulcerated' with his love. 9 
| Reply 2. To ſee the wicked flouriſh is Mat- 

ter rather of pity than envy ;. it is all the hea · 

ven they muſt have. Wo to you. rich 

men, for you have received your confolation,” 22 


Lake vi. 24. Hence it was that David made - 


it His ſokemn prayer, Deliver, me from the 


their portion in this life, and whoſe belly thou 
filleſt with thy hid creaſure,” „„ 
The words, methinks,; are David's litany 3 8 


tion in this life, © good Lord, deliver me.” [| 
When the vicked have eaten of their dainty - {| 
diſhes, there comes in a fad reckoning which |! 
will ſpoil all. The world is firſt muſical, and 


and blaze in hell, let him have enough 5 


puts a dor of wrath into his vail, Therefore, 


my grapes? they coſt me dear, I maſt die for 
F 


| 62 


THE ART OF, 


— 


them: So 1 7 do you envy. the. ** | 
perity is like Haman's banquer 


5 


leries, or to ſee him go up the ladder eie 


Alas, their pro 
before execution. If a man were to be han 
ed, would one envy to ſee him walk to 
gallows through pleaſant fields and fine g 


of gold? The wicked may flouriſh, in their 


| bravery a while, but, when they flouriſh as 


the graſs, it is, that they Thall 'be deſtroyed 


for 3 Plal. 7. The proud graſs hall be 
 mowndown. Whatever a ſinner Fernen 


acurſe with it, Mal. ii. 2. and ſhall we envy ? 


What if poiſoned bread be e the fog? 


The long furrows in the backs of the 
| Have a ſeed of bleſſing in them, when the 


ble of the wicked becomes a ſnare, and cheie J 4 


bonour their halter. 
8 9. The ninth opalegy anſwered. 


9. The next,apol ogy e 
for itſelf is, The evil of the times. The: 
tines are full of hereſy and impixty, and this 
is that which troubles me. This apology 


conſiſts of two branches, to which I ſhall an- 
ſwer in ſnecie; and, 


Branch 1. The times are full of hereſy. 


This '1 is indeed ſad; when the devil 2-84, 23 
8518 5 deſtroy the church, he endeavours 
oiſon it; when he cannot with Samſon's 


1 rails ſet the corn on fire, then he ſows tares; 
as he labours to deſtroy the peace of the 
Church by diviſion, ſo the truth of it by er- 


ror: We oy cry out with Seneca, vere vivi- 


* 
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rainted and corrupt. 
forth in the forehead, then was the leper diſ- 
Covered. Error is a ſpiritual balkard; the devil 
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mus in femporum fecibus, we live in times 
wherein there is a ſluice open to all novel o- 
pinions, andevery man's opinion is his bible. 
Well, this may make us mourn, but let us 
not murmur through diſcontent: Conſider, 
* Reply 1. Error makes a diſcovery of meg. 
1. Bad men; error diſcovers ſuch as are 
When the leproſy brake 


is the father, and pride the mother: Tou ne- 
ver knew an erroneous man, but he was a 
proud man. Now, it is good that ſuch men 


would be laid open, to the intent, Fin, That 


God's righteous 1.55 gment upon them may be 


adored, 2 Thefſ. 11. 12. Secondly, That others, 


who are free, be not infected. If a man have 
the plague, it is well it breaks forth > For my 
part, I would avoid anheritic, asl would avoid 


the devil, for he is ſent on his errand, I ap- 


peal to you, if there were a tavern in this city, 


where under a pretence of ſelling wine, many 
hogſheads cf poifon were to be told, were it 


not © well that others ſhould know 77 it, that 
they might not buy? It is good: that thoſe that 
have poiſoned opinions ſhould be known, that 
the people of God may: not come near either 2 


the ſcent or taſte of that poĩſon. 


2. Error is a touch- ſtone to diſcover good 
men; it tries the gold, © there muſt be 42 5 


_ hes, bow they which are el may be | 


"OW: 
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made manifeſt.” 1 Cor. xi. 14. Thus our love 
to Chriſt, and zeal for truth. doth appear. 

God ſhews who are the living fifh, viz. ſuch 
as ſwim againſt / the ſtream; who are the 
ſound ſheep, viz. ſuch as feed in the green 
paſtures of the ordinances; who are the doves, 
_ viz. ſuch as live in the beſt air, where the 
Spirit breathes; God ſets a garland of honour 
upon theſe, Theſe are * which came out 


of great tribulation,” Rev. vii. 14. So theſe 


are they that have oppoſed the errors of the 


times; theſe are they that have preſerved the 


virginity of their conſcience, who have kept 
their judgment. ſound, and their heart ſoft. 
God will, have a trophy of honour ſet upon 


ſome of his faints; they ſhall be renowned 


for their finceriey, being like the cypreſs, 


which keeps its greenneſs and freſhneſs 1 in the 
winter-ſeaſon. 


Reply 2. Be not ſinfully diſcontented, for 


God can make the errors of the church ad- 
vantageovs to truth. Thus the truths of 
God have come to be, more beaten out and 
confirmed, as it is in the law, one man lay- 
ing a falſe title to a piece of land, the true 
title hath by this means been the more ſearch- 
ed into and ratified ; ſome had never fo. ftu- 
died io defend the truth by ſcripture, if others 


had not endeavoured to overthrow it by ſo- 
phiftry ; all the miſts and fogs of error that 
have riſen out of the-bottomleſs pit, have 


made the glorious ſun of ruth: to ſhine fo 


= 


U. 


Sn d ane o ee 


another infected with the plague, 
| ful are [you that God hath freed you from 


* 
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much the Winder. Had not Arius and Sa- 


pellius broached their damnable errors, the 
truth of thoſe queſtions about the bleſſed Tri- 


nity had never been ſo diſcuſſed and defended 
by Athanaſius, Auguſtine, and others; had not 


the devil brought in ſo much of his princely 
darkneſs, the champions for truth had never 
run ſo faſt to fcripture to light their lamps. 

So that God; with a wheel within a wheel, 
over rules theſe things wiſely, and turns them 
to the beſt. Truth is an ne plant, that 
ſettles by ſhaking... _ 
- Reply 3. God raiſeth the price of his euch 5 

the more; the very ſhreds and filings of truth - 


are venerable. When the re is much coun- 


terfeit metal abroad;. we prize the true gold 


the more: Pure wine of truth is never more 


precious, than hen — N are 


broached and vented;. 


Reply 4. Error makes- us more thankful: to 
God for the jewel of truth. When you ſee 


the infection ?? When e eee, have the 


leproſy in the head, how thankful are we to 
God that he hath not given us over to believe 


a lie, and ſo be damned? it is a good uſe that 


1 may. be made even of the error of the times, 


when it makes us more humble and thankful, 
adoring the free grace of God, ho hath To 


us from drinking of that deadly EY 


Wt 


howithank- 


9 
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1 


de any ſpark: of divine love in us, te be very 


hedge to defend the godly 


able, a means to ſafe 


66 THE 41 T Or 


2. The ſeeond branch of the apology that 
ee makes is, The impiety of the times. 


1 live and converſe among the profane: 0 


that I had wings like a deve, that 1 might fly 
away, and be at reſt,” P/al. Iv. 6. Auſ. It is 
indeed ſad to be mixed with the wicked. 

David beheld *tranſgrefiors,and was-griev 
Hal. cxix. 58. and Lot, who was a bright ſtar 


in a dark night, was vexed; or, as the ward 
in the original may bear, . wearied out with 
the unclean converſation of the wicked,” 


2 Pet. ii. 7. He made the fins of Sodom ſpears 
to pierce his own ſoul : We ought, if there 


ſenlible of the ſins of others, and to have ; 


gur hearts bleed for them; yer let us not 


break forth into mourning ot diſeontent, 
knowing that God in his providence hath per- 


mitted it, and ſurely not an ſome rea- 
_ fans. Per, en ene. 


Reply 1. The Lord: 1 . an 
the wiſe Goc of- 
ten makes thoſe who are wicked and peace- | 
his people ſrom 


thoſe who are wicked and cruel The king 
of Babylon kept Jeremiah, and gave ſpecial 
order for his looking to, that he did want no- 
thing, Jer. xxxix- 18. 12. God ſometimes 


makes brazen ene e walls: to 


defend his people. # 
Krb a. God dark. intecline. and t mingle 


"I 
r Q- 
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the bed with the godly, that che þ 
may be:a means to ſave the wicked; ſuch is 
the 2 of holineſs, that it hath a magne- 
tical _ in it to allure and draw even the 
wicked, Sometimes God makes a beheving 


huſband a means to convert. an unbelieving 
wife, and : contra. What knoweſt thou, O 


wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy huſband? or 
how knoweſt thou, O man, whether thou ſhalt 


ſave thy wife? 1 Cor. vii. 16. The godly 
living among the wicked, by their prudenę 


advice and pious example, have won them to 
the embracing of teligion: If chere were not 
ſome godly among the wicked, how in a pro- 


bable way, without a miracle, can we imagine 
that the wicked ſhould be converted? Thoſe 
who are now ſhining ſaints in heaven, lome- 
times ſerved divers luſts, Tim. iii. 3. Paul 


once a perſecutor; Auguſtine once a mani- 


chee; Luther, once a monk, but by the ſe- 
vere and holy carriage of the” godly, were - 


converted to the-faith,: 


8 10. The tenth — e a 58 
The next apology that diſcontent makes 
is, Lowneſs of parts and gifts. I cannot, ſaith 
the Chriſtian, difcourſe with that eee 
Cy, as others. SH 235 
Reply 1. Grace is Derne gifts; thou com- 
pareſt thy grace with another's gifts, there is 
a vaſt difference; grace without gifts is infi- 


nitely better OT" without gtace: In re- 


„ | 
* 


„ » 
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. ſtinguiſhing work, and is a jewel 


ligion, the vitals are beſt; gifts are a more ex- 


trinſical and common work of the ſpirit, which 
is incident to reprobates; graee is a more di- 


only 

upon the elect. Haſt thou the ſeed God, | 
the holy anointing ? Be content. 

1. Thou ſayeſt, Thou canſt not diſcourſe ; 


; with. that fluency as others. 


Anſ. Experiments in en are beyond: : 


notions, and impreſfions beyond expreſſions. 


Judas, no doubt, could make a learned diſ- 


courſe of Chriſt, but well fared the woman in 


the goſpel, that ſelt virtue coming out of him, 


Lube vlii. ). a ſünctified heart is better than 


a ſilver tongue. There is-as much difference 
between: gifts and graces, as between a tulip 
painted on the — and one prov: uh the 


* 7 
2. Fhou fayeſt, Thou cat not- pray winte 


cite elegancy as others. 


An. Prayer is a matter more of de bert 
than the head: In prayer, it is nat ſo much 


fluency prevails, as as fervency;\ Jam. v. 16. nor 
— God fo much taken with the elegancy of 
hy as the efficacy of the ſpirit. Humis 


5 l is better than volubility:; here the mourn- 
er is the orator: ſighs-and groans are che 0 


rhetoric. 29-3314 13:1; nt 4022. 
XN eply 2. Be not diſcontented; for God "Ol 


ulünlly proportion a man's parts to the place 


where he * n _—_ are ſet in an _ 


* 


ol 


ts. nin. AMD. 240... 


ON 


ſo neither dead fleſh, When thi church of 
God ſuffers, he muſt ſympathize; * Jeremiah 


„ 
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er FP TITS and function, their place requires 


more parts and abilities; but the moſt inſe- 
rior member is uſeful in its place, and ſhall 


have a power delegated fer the diſcharge of 
its peculiar office. sf 
$ 11. The eleventh apology anfwered. 


The next apology is, The troubles of the 


b Alas, my — and diſcontent is 


not fo much for myſelf, as the _— - The 
church of God ſuffers. 

 Anſ. 1 confeſs it is ſad, and we oug ght * 
this. * to hang our harps upon the willowdg? 


P/al. cxxxvii. He is a wooden leg in Chriſt's 


body, that is not ſenſible of the ſtate of the 


—. As a Chriſtian muſt not be proud fleſp, 


wept for the virgin daughter of Sion.“ We 
muſt feel our brethren's hard cords through - 
our ſoft beds: In muſic, if one ſtring be touch- 
ed, all the reſt ſound ; when God ftrikes upon 
our brethren, * our bowels muſt found as an 
harp,” Ja. xvi; 11. be: ſenſible, but give not 
way to diſcontent. - For conſide r, 
Reply. 1. God fits at the ſtern of his ch 


Plal. xlvi. 5. Sometimes it is 2 ſhip toſſed 


upon the waves, O thou afflicted and toſſed, 


.. liv. 12. But cannot God bring this ſhip is 


to heaven, though it meet with a —— upon 
the ſea? The ſhip in the goſpel was toſſed, be- 


# cauſe ſin was in it; but it was not overwhelm- 
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ed, Wenns Chriſt was in ic. - Chriſt is in 
the ſhip. of this church, fear not ſinking ; 
the church's anchor is caft in heaven. Do 
not we think God loves his Werres and takes 
as much care of it as we can? The names of , 
| the twelve tribes were on Aaron's breaſt, ſig- 
1.8 nifying how near to God's heart his. people 
are; they are his portion, Deut. xxxvii. 9. 
11 and ſhall that be Joſt? His glory, Ja. xlvi. 
13. and ſhall that be finally eclipſed ? No 
certainly. God can deliver his church, not 
| only from, but by oppoſition ; the church's 
| pangs ſhall help forward her deliverance. 
J © Reply 2. God hath always propagated re- 
__- Igion by ſufferings. The foundation of the 
| church hath been laid in blood; and theſe 
1 fanguine ſhowers have ever made it more 
fruitful. Cain put the knife to Abel's throat, 
and ever ſince the church's veins have bled : 
But ſne is like the vine, which by bleeding 
grows; and like the palm- tree, which may 
have this motto, percuſſa reſurgit ; the more 
weight is laid upon it, the higher it riſeth. 
The holineſs and patience of the ſaints, under 
their perſecutions, hath much added both to 
the growth of religion, and the crown; Baſil 
4 and Tertullian obſerve of the primitive mar- 
3M tyrs, that divers of the heathens, ſeeing their. 
| zeal and conſtancy, turned Christians. Re- 
1 ligion is that phœnix, which hath always re- 
vwedd and flouriſhed in the aſhes of holy men- 
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Inch ſawn afunder, Peter erucified at Jerbſus 


lem with his head downwards; Cyprian, 
biſhop of Carthage,  Polycarp, of Smyrna, 
both martyred for religion; yet evermore the 


truth hath been ſealed by blood, and glo- 
riouſly diſperſed; whereupon Julian did for- 
bear to perſecu te, non ex clementia ſed invidia; 
not out of pity, but envy; becauſe the church 
ſo faſt, and multiplied, as Nazianzen : 
well obſerves, © FEE 
8 12. 'The twelfth apology e 
The twelfth apology that diſcontent dds 
fr. itſelf is this, It is not my trouble that 


troubles me, but it is my ſins vane hed Wartet 


and diſcontent me. en 

Anſ. Be ſure it be ſoz: do not prevaricate 
with God and thy own ſoul: In true mourn- 
ing for ſin, when the preſent ſuffering is re- 


moved, yet the ſorrow is not removed: But 


ſuppoſe the apology be real, the ſin is the 
ground of your difcontent; yet J anſwer, a 
man's diſquiet about hin may be teyond ts 


4 bene in theſe three caſes. 


1. When it is diſheartning, that is, wh | 
it ſets up fin above mercy, If Iſrael had on · 
ly pored upon their ſting, and not locked up 


| | to the brazen ſerpent, they had never been 
= healed: That ſorrow for fin lich drives us 


away from God, is not without ſin, for there 


is more deſpair i in it than remorſe ; the foul _ 
hath o * tears in its eyes, that. it cannot 


renner O02: 
ſee Chriſt. Sorrow, as'forrow, doth not ſave, 


* 


* 


that were to make a Chriſt of our tears, but 
is uſeful, as it is preparatory in the ſoul, 


making fin vile, and Chriſt precious. Oh 


look up-to the brazen ſerpent, chell ord Jeſus 5 
a ſight of his blood will revive, the ecru 
of his merits is broader than our ſore. 
It is Satan's policy, either to keep us 8 
ſeeing our ſins, Or, if We Will needs ſee them, | 
that we may be ſwallowed up of ſorrow, 
2 Cor, ii. 7. 1 he would ſtupify us, or 
affright us; either keep the glaſs. 00 the law 
from our eyes, or elſe pencil out our ſins in 
ſuch crimſon colours, that we mur mel in the = 
quickſands of deſpair. 5 B -M 
2. When Pram oa is indiſpoſing, it lines 

the heart for prayer, meditation, holy confer- 


ence; it cloiſters up the ſoul. This is not 


ſorrow, but rather ſullenneſs, and doth render 
a Wer not ſo much penitential as cynical. 
When it is out of ſeaſon; God bids us 


a rejoice, and we hang our harps upon the wil - 


lows; he bids us — 5 and we oa ourſelves 


down, and. are brought even to the margin of 
deſpair. If Satan cannot keep us from 


mourning, he will be ſure to put us ren ir 


VUhen it is leaſt in an. 1 


When God calls us in a ſpecial Manheer 80 
be thankful for merey, and put on our white | 


robes, and Satan will be putting us into 


ng, and inſtead ph tao of — 


DIVINE CONTENTMENT- 73 


clothe us with a ſpirit of heavineſs ſo God 
loſeth the acknowledgment of mercy, and we 
the comfort. 

If thy ſorrow hath tuned and fitted thee for 
Chriſt, if; it hath raiſed in thee high prizings 
of him,” ſtrong hungerings after him, ſweet 
delight 1 in him; this is as much as God re- 
quires,' and a Chriſtian doth bbt fin to ven 
and torture himſelf further upon the wrack of 
nis own diſcontent. 


And thus I hope 1 hure anbeered the moſt 


material objections and apologies which this 
ſin of diſcontent doth make for itſelf. I ſee 
no reaſon why a Chriſtian ſhould be diſcon- 
tented, unleſs for his diſcontent. Let me, in 
the next place, propound ſomething which 


may be both' as a load-ſtone and a whet-ſtone | 


to contentation. 
CH AP. XI. Divine motives to CONTENDER: 


And ſo I proceed to the arguments or mo- 


tives that may quicken'to contentment. 
S1. The firſt argument to contentation. 


11 Conſider the exeellency of it. Content- 


ment is a flower that doth not grow in every 


garden; it teacheth a man how in the midſt 


of want to abound. You would think it were 
excellent, if I could preſcribe a receiptor an- 
tidote againſt poverty: But behold; here is 
that which is more excellent, for a man to 
| want, and yet have enough, this alone con - 
tentmient of TY doth SO Contentation 
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is a remedy againſt all our troubles, a leva- 
men to all our burdens, it is the cure of care. 
Contentation, though it be not properly 2 
grace, it is rather a diſpoſition of mind, yet 
in it there is a happy temperature and mix- 
ture of all the graces: It is a moſt precious 
compound which ĩs made up of faith, patience, 
meekneſs, humility, Sc. which are the in- 
gredients put into it. Now there are in 
ſpecie theſe ſeven rare excellencies in content - 

1. Excellency, A contented Chriſtian car- 
ries heaven about him: For what is heaven, 
but that ſweet repoſe and full contentment 
that the ſoul ſhall have in God? In content- 
ment there is the firſt-fruits of heaven. There 
are two things in a contented ſpirit, which 
make it like heaven. (1.) God is there; 


- 


ſomething of God is to be ſeen in that heart. 
A diſcontented Chriſtian is like a rough tem- | 


peſtuous ſea; when the water is rough, you 
can ſee nothing there; but when it is ſmooth 
and ſerene, then you may behold your face 
in the water, Prov. xxvil, 19, When the 
heart rageth through diſcontent, it is like a 
rough ſea; you can ſce nothing there, un- 
- lefs paſſion and murmuring; there is nothing 
of God, nothing of heaven in that heart: But 
by virtue of contentment, it is like the ſea 
Vuhen it is ſmooth and calm, there is a face 
ſnining there; you may ſee ſomething of 
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- Chriſt in that heart, a repreſentation of all the 
graces, (2.) Reſt is there. O what a ſab- 
bath is kept in a contented heart! What an 
heaven! A contented Chriſtian is like Noah in 
the ark; though the ark was toſſed with waves, 
Noah could ſit and ſing in the ark, The ſoul 
that is gotten into the ark of contentment, ſits 
quiet, and ſails above all the waves of trouble; 
he can ſing in this ſpiritual ark: The wheels 
of the chariot move, but the axel- tree ſtirs 
not; the circumference of the heavens is car- 
ried about the earth, but the earth moves not 


= out of its centre. When we meet with mo- 


tion and change in the creatures round about 

us, a contented ſpirit is nqt ſtirred or moved 
out of its centre. The fails of a mill move 
with the wind, but the mill itſelf ſtands ſtill; 
an emblem of contentment: When our out- 
ward eſtate moves with the wind of provi- 
dence, yet the heart is ſettled through holy 
contentment; and when others are, like quick- 
filver, ſhaking and trembling through diſ- 
quiet, the contented ſpirit can ſay, as David, 
O God, my heart is fixed, P/al. Ivii. 7. 
What is this but a piece of heaven? 

2. Excellency. Whatever is defective in 
the creature, is made up in contentment. A 
Chriſtian may want the comforts that others 
have, the land, and poſſeſſions; but God hath 
diſtilled into his heart that contentment which 
is far better: In this ſenſe, that is true of our 
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Saviour, cc 1 mall have in this life an FOOT 
red-ſold, Mat. xix. 29. Perhaps he that ven- 
cored all for Chriſt, never hath his houſe or 


land again: Ay, but God gives him a con- 


tented ſpirit; and this breeds ſuch joy in the 
foul, as is infinitely ſweeter than all his houſes 
and lands which he left for Chriſt. It was 
ſad with David in regard of his outward com- 


forts, he being driven, as ſome think, from 


his kingdom; yet, in regard of that ſweet 
contentment he found in God, he had more 


comfort than men uſe to have i in the time of 


c harveſt and vintage,” P/al. iv. 7. One man 


hath houſe and lands to live upon, another = 


_ hath nothing, only a ſmall trade; yet even 
that brings in a hvelihood. A Chriſtian may 


have little in the world, but he drives the trade | 
of contentment ; and 0 he knows as well how. |* 


to want, as to abound. O the rare art, or ra- 
ther miracle of contentment! wicked men are 


often diſquieted in the enjoyment of all things; 9 
the contented Chriſtian is well in the want of 


all things. 

Queſt. But how comes 4 Chriftian to. be con- 
tented in the deficiency of outward comforts? 

- Auf. A Chriſtian finds contentment diſtilled 
out of the breaſts of the promiſes. He is 
poor in purſe, but rich in promiſe. There is 


one promiſe brings much tweet contentment 
into the ſoul, © They that ſeek; the Lord 
ſhall not want any good thing, Eſal. xxxiv. 


n 
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10. If the thing we deſire be good for us, we 
ſhall have it; if it be not good, then the not 
having it is good for us. The, reſting ſatis- 
fied with the promife gives contentment. 
3. Excellency. Contentment makes a man 


| in tune to ſerve God; it oils the wheels of the 
ſoul, and makes it more agile and nimble; it 


compoſeth the heart, and makes it fit for prays 
er, meditation, c. How can he that is in a 
paſſion of grief, or diſcontent, :#* ſerve God 
without diftraction ?” 1: Cor. vii. 35. Con- 
tentment doth prepare and tune the heart. 
Firſt you prepare the viol, and wind up the 
ſtrings, ere you play a foot of muſic: When a 
Chriſlian's heart is wound up to this heayenhy 
A .difcontented Chriſtian is like Saul, when 
the evil. ſpirit came upon him: O what jar- 
rings and diſcords doth he make in prayer 
When an army. is put into diſorder, then it is 
not fit for battle; when the thoughts are ſcat· 
tered and diſtracted about the cares of this 
life, a man is not fit for devotion Diſcon- 
tent takes the heart wholly off from God, and 
fixeth it upon the preſent trouble, ſo that a 
man's mind is not upon his prayer, but up- 
onihis;crofs.::::1:74 n Gap i 
Diſcontent doth disjoint the foul, and it is 
umpoſſible now that a Chriſtian ſhould go fo 
ſteadily and cheerfully. ia God's ſervice : O 
how lame is his dovotion! The diſcontented 
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perſon gives God but a half. duty, and lis re- 


ligion is nothing but bodily exerciſe, it wants 


a ſoul to animate it. David would not offer 


that to God which ©- coſt him nothing,” 
2 Sam. xxiv. 24. Where there is too much 
* care, there is too little fpiritual-coſt in 
a. duty. The diſcontented perſon: doth his 
duties by halves; he is juſt ike “ Ephraim, a 
eake not turned, Hoſ. vii. 9. Hie is a cake 
baked:on one ſide, he gives God the outſide, 
but not the fpiritual part; his heart is not in 


duty, he is baked on one ſide, but the other | 
ade dough ;. and what profit is there of ſuch | 


raw indigeſted ſervices?” He that gives God 
only the ſkin of worſhip, what can he expect 
more than the ſnell of comfort? Contentation 
brings the heart into frame; and then only do 


we give God the flower and ſpirits of a duty, 
Vhen the ſoulł is compoſed: Now a Chriſtian 


doth rem agere, his heart is intent and ſcrious. 
There are ſome duties which we cannot per- 
form as we ought without contentment; as, 
0 ) Fo rejoice in God. ' How: can he rejoice 
hat is diſcontented ? He is fitter for repining 
than rejoicing. (2.) To be thankful for 
mercy. Can a diſcontented perſon be thank - 
ful? He can be fretful, not thankful. (3.) To 
juſtify God in his proceedings, Eara ix. 23. 


How can he do this who is diſcontented wit 


his condition? He will ſooner cenfure God's 


wiſdom, than clear his juſtice, Oh then, how 
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excellent is e e doth prepare, 
and, as it were, ſtring the heart for duty? In- 


deed contentment; doth? fot only make our 


duties lively and agile, but acceptable. It 
is this that puts beauty and worth into them; 
for contentment ſettles the foul : Now, as it 


is with milk, when it is always ſtirring, you 


can make nothing of it, but let it ſettle a 
while, and then it turns to cream: When the 
heart is overmuch ſtirred with diſquiet and 
diſcontent, you can make nothing of thoſe 
duties: How thin, how fleeting and jejune 


are they? But when the heart is once ſettled 


by. holy contentment, -;now there is fome 
worth in our duties, now they turn to cream. 

4. Excellency. Contentment is the ſpiritual 
arch, or pillar of the ſoul; it fits a man to 
bear burdens; he whoſe heart is ready to ſink 
under the leaſt ſin, by virtue of this hath a 


fpirit invincible under ſufferings. A content- 
cd Chriſtian is like the camomile, the more 
it is trodden upon, the more it grows; as 
= pbyſic works diſeaſes out of the body, ſo doth 


contentment work trouble out of * heart. 


Thus it argues, if I am under reproach, God 
can vindicate me; if I am in want, God can 
- relieve me. Ye ſhall nor ſee wind nor rain, 
yet the valley ſhall be filled with water,” 


2 Kings iii. 17. Thus holy contentment keeps 
the heart from fainting; in the autumn, when 


* fruit and leaves are blown off, ſtill chere 
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is 2 in the ot: When there i is an autumn 
upon our —_ felicit * the leaves of our 


eſtate drop off, ſtil} there is the ſap of con- 


tentment in the heart; and a Chriltian hath: : 


life inwardly, when his outward: comforts do 


not bloſſom. The contented. heart is never 


out of heart. Conte ntation is a golden ſhield, 


that doth bear back diſcouragements. Hu 
mility is like the lead to the net, which keeps. 


the ſoul down when it is riſing through paſ- 


ſion; and contentment is like the cork, which: 
| keeps the heart up when the heart is linking 
through diſcouragements. Contentment is 
the great under prop; it is like the beam 
which bears whatever weight is laid upon it; 


On 4 it is like a rock that breaks the waves. 


It is ſtrange to obſerve the ſame affliction I 


lying upon two men, how differently they car- 
ry themſelves under it. The contented Chriſ- 


tian is like Samſon, that carried away the 


gates of the city upon his back, Jude xvi. 3. 


he can go away with his croſs cheerfully, and 


Makes nothing of it; the other is like If- 
ſachar, couching down under his burden, 
Gen. xlix. 14. The reaſon is, the one is con- 
tent, and that breeds courage; the other diſ- 


contented, and that breeds fainting. Diſcon- 


tent ſwells the grief, and grief breaks the 


heart. When this ſacred ſinew of content- 


ment begins to ſhrink, we go limping under 


our affliftions. we know not what burdens 
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God may exerciſe us with; let us therefore 
preſerve contentment : As is our content= 
ment, ſuch will be our courage. David with 
his five ſtones and his ſling defied Goliah, and 
overcame him. Get but contentment into 
the ling of your heart; and with this ſacred 
ſtone you may both defy the world and con- 
quer it; you may break thoſe aflitions; | 
which el{: will break you. 
Excellency. Contentment prevents 
many ſins and tentations. 
Firſt, I: prevents many fins. Where there 
wants contentment, there wants no fin; dif- 
contentedneſs with our condition, is a fin that 
doth not go alone, but is like the firſt link 
of the chain, which draws all the other links 8 
along with it. In particular there are two 
fins which contentation prevents. (1. Im- 
patience. Diſcontent and impatience are two 
twins: © This evil is of the Lord, why ſhould 
J wait any longer?“ 2 Kings vi. 33. As if 
God were ſo tied, that he muſt give us the 
mercy juſt when we deſire. Impatience is 
no ſmall fin; as will appear, if you conſider 
whence it ariſeth : As, (I.) It is for want of 
faith. Faith gives a right notion of God; it 
is an intelligent grace; it believes that God's 
wiſdom tempers, and his love ſweetens all in- 
gredients; this works patience: * Shall I not 
drink the eup which my Father hath given 
me?“ Lmpaticoce 1 is che daughter of infideli= 
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ty. If a: patient Have an ill opinion of the 

Phyſician, and conceits that he comes to poi- 
25 him, he will take none of his receipts. 
When we have a prejudice againſt God, and 
conceit that he comes to kill us, and e us, 
then we ſtorm and cry out like a fooliſh man 
(it is Chryſoſtomẽ's ſimile) that cries out, away 
with the plaiſter, though it be in order to a 
cure; is it not better that the plaiſter ſmart a 
little, than the wound feſter and rankle? 
(2.) Impatience is for want of love to God. 
| We will bear his reproofs whom we love, not 


only patiently. but thankfully, * Love thinks | 


no evil,” 1 Cor. xiii. 5. It puts the. faireſt 
and moſt candid gloſs upon the actions of a 
friend, Love covers evil.“ If it were poſſi- 
ble for God in the leaſt manner to err, (which 
were blaſphemy to think) love would cover 
that error: Love takes every thing in the beſt 


ſenſe; it males us bear any ſtroke, It en- | 


dureth all things,” t Cor. xivi. 7. Had we 
love to God, we ſnould have patience. 
(3. Impatience is for want of 8 
An impatient man was never humbled under 
the burden of ſin; he that ſtudies his ſins, the 
numberleſs number of them, how they are 


twiſted together, and ſadly accented, is pati- 


ent, and faith, will bear the indignation 
of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt 
him.” Micab i. 9. The greater noiſe drowns 


the leſſer; when the ſea roars, che rivers are: 
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ſtin: He that lets his thoughts expatiate a- 
bout fin, is both ſilent and amazed; he won- 
ders it is no worſe with him. How great 
then is this fin of impatience]! And how ex- 
cellent is contentation, which is a /ſuper/edeas 


or counterpoiſe againſt this ſin? The content=" 
ed Chriſtian believing'that God doth all in 
L love, is patient, and hath not one word to 
L ſay; unleſs to juſtify God, Eſal. Ii. 4. That is 
| the fin that contentation prevents. II. It 
prevents murmuring, a ſin which is a degree 
higher than the other; murmuring is quar- 
S Jrrelling with God, and inveighing againſt him, 
ſt < they ſpeak againſt God, Numb. xxi. 5. 
2 The murmurer faith interpretatively, that God 
- WM hath not dealt well with him, and he hath 
Ih deſerved better from him. The murmur- 
er er chargeth God with folly ; this is the lan- 
it guage, or rather blaſphemy of a murmuring 
n- WM ſpirit, God might have been a wiſer and x 
ve better God. The murmurer is a mutineer. 
The Iſraelites are called in the ſame text mur- 
y. murers and rebels, Numb, xvii. io. And is 
ler not rebellion as the fin of witchcraft ? Thou 
he WE that art a murmurer art in the account of God 


as a witch, a ſorcerer, as one that deals with 
the devil. This is a ſin of the firſt magni- 


ion tude; murmuring oft ends in curſing: Micah's 
nft WF mother fell to curſing when the talents of ſil- 
ns ver were taken away, Judg. xvii. 2. So doth 
are 


the murmurer, when a part of his eſtate is 
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taken away: Our murmuring is the devil's 
muſic; this is that fin which God cannot. 
bear: How long ſhall ljbear with this peo- 
ple that murmur againſt me? Numb. xiv. 7. 
It is a ſin which whets the ſword againſt a 
people, it is a land- deſtroying ſin; © murmur 
ye not as ſome of them alſo murmured, and 
were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer,” 1 Cor. x. _ | 
It. is 2 ripening ſin this, without merey, i 
will haſten England's funerals. -O:then * 
excellent 1 is contentation, which prevents this 


=_—_ 


ſoleciſm: A contented Chriſtian doth acqui- | 
eſce in his. preſent condition, and doth not 
murmur, but admire. Herein appears the 
excellency of contentation, it is a EE an- 
tidote againſt ſin. 7 
Secondly, Contentment prevents many temp- 
tations; diſcontent is a devil that is always 
tempting. 1 Tempt. It puts a man upon in- 
direct means. He that is poor and diſcon - 
rented, will attempt any thing; he will go to 
the 240 for riches; he that is proud and diſ- 
contented will hang himſelf, as Ahithophel 
did when his counſel was rejected. Satan 
takes great advantage of our Aiſcontene ; he 
loves to fiſh in theſe troubled: waters. Diſ- 
content doth both eclipſe reaſon, and weaken 
faith; and it is Satan's policy, he doth uſual- 
ly break over the hedge where it is weakeſt. 
Diſcontent makes a breach in the ſoul, and 


fin? To be: contented, and yet murmur, is a 
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uſually at this breach the devil enters by a 
temptation, and ſtorms the ſoul. How eaſily 
can the devil by his logic diſpute a diſcontent- 
| ed Chriſtian into fin? He forms ſuch a ſyl- 
logiſm as this, He that is in want muſt ſtudy | 
ſelf-preſervation, But you are now in want, 
therefore you ought to ſtudy ſelf-preſervation. 
Hereupon, to make good his concluſion, he _ 
tempts to the forbidden fruit, not diſtinguiſh- 
ing between what is needful, and what is law- 
ful. What? ſaith he, doſt thou want a live- 
' lihood ? Never be ſuch a fool as ſtarve; take 
the riſing ſide at a venture, be it good or bad, 
s eat the bread of deceit, drink the wine of 
violence.” Thus you ſee how the diſcontente 
ed man is a prey to that ſad tentation, Prov. 
XXX. 9. To ſteal and take God's name in 
vain.” Contentation is a ſhield againſt ten- 
tation; for he that is contented, knows as 
well how to want as to abound. He will not 
fin to get a living; though the bill of fare 
== grows ſhort, he is content. He lives, as the 
birds of the air, upon God's providence, and 
doubts not but he ſhall have enough to pay 
for his paſſage to heaven, 2. Temp.. Diſcon- 
rent tempts a man to atheiſm and apoſtacy. 
Sure there is no God to take care of things 
here below; would he ſuffer them to be in 
want who have walked © mournfully before 
him,“ Mal. iii. 14. ſaith diſcontent. Throw 
off Chriſt's livery, deſiſt from thy religion. 
; 6 H x : | 1 
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Thus Job's wife being diſcontented with her 
Es he to her huſband, ©© Doſt thou 
fill retain thy integrity? Jeb ii. 9. As if 
ſhe had ſaid, doſt thou not Hee, Job, what is 


become of all thy religion? Thou feareſt 


God and eſcheweſt evil,” and what art thou 
the better? See how God turns his hand a- 


gainſt rhee; he hath ſmitren thee in thy body, 


eſtate, relations, and © doſt thou ſtill retain thy 


integrity?” What! ſtill devout ? Still weep 


and pray before him? Thou fool, caſt off re- 
ligion, turn atheiſt. Here was a ſore tenta- 
tion that the devil did hand over to Job by 
his diſcontented wife; only his grace, as a 


golden ſhield, did ward off the blow from his 


heart ? Thou ſpeakeſt as one of the fooliſh 


women.“ What profit is it, faith the diſcon - 


tented perſon, to ſerve the Almighty? Thoſe 
that never trouble themſelves about religion 
are the proſperous men, and I in the mean 


-* while ſuffer want: As good give over driving 


the trade of religion, if this be all my reward. 
This is a fore tentation, and oft it prevails ; 


atheiſm is the fruit that grows out of the 


bloſſom of diſcontent. Oh then, behold the 
excellency of contentment; it doth repel this 


tentation. If God be mine, faith the content - 


ed ſpirit, it is enough; - though 1 have no 
lands or tenements, his ſmile makes heaven; 
cc his loves are better than wine; better is the 


gleaning of Ephraim than the vintage of Abi- 
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ezer,” Judg. viii 2. I have little in hand, but 
much in hope; my livelihood is ſhort, but 
this is his promiſe, © even” eternal life,“ 
1 John ii, 25. I am purſued by malice: But 


better is perſecuted: godlineſs, than proſper- 
ous wickedneſs. Thus divine contentment is 
- a ſpiritual antidote both againſt fin and ten- 
tation. e eee 


6. Excellency. Contentment ſweetens every 
condition. Chriſt turned the water into wine; 
fo contentment turns the waters of Marah in- 
to ſpiritual wine. Have I but little? Vet it 
is more than I can deſerve or challenge. 


This modicum is in mercy; it is the fruit of 
Chriſt's blood, it is the legacy of ſree grace: 
A ſmall preſent fent from a king is highly 


valued ;. this little I have is with a good con- 
ſcience. It is not ſtolen waters; guilt: hath 


not muddied or poiſoned it; it runs. pure. 
This little is a ptedge of: more; this bit of 


bread is an earneſt of that bread which 1 ſhall 
eat in the kingdom of God. This little wa- 


ter in the cruze, is an earneſt of that heavenly 


nectar which ſhall be diſtilled from the true 
vine. Do I meet with ſome croſles.? my 


comfort is, if they be heavy, I have not far to 


£0; 1 hall but carry my croſs to Golgotha, 


and there I ſhall. leave it; my croſs is light 


in regard of the weight of glory. Hath God 
taken away my comforts from me! It is well 


che comforter ſtill abides. Thus contentment, 
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as an honey-comb, drops ſweetneſs into every | 


condition. Diſcontent is a leaven that ſours 


every comfort, it puts aloes and wormwood 
upon the breaſt of the creature, it leſſens 


every mercy, it trebles every croſs ; but the 
contented ſpirſt ſucks fweetneſs from every 


flower of providence, it can make a treacle of 


poiſon. Contentation is full of conſolation. 
7. Excellency. Contentment hath this ex- 


cellency, ix is the beſt commentator upon pro- 


vidence ; it makes a fair interpretation of all 


God's dealings. Let the providence of God 
be never ſo dark or bloody, contentment doth 
conſtrue them ever in the beſt ſenſe. I may 


ſay of it, as the apoſtle of charity, © It thinks 
no evil,“ x Cor. i. 3. Sicknefs, ſaith: content- 


ment, is God's furnace, to refine his gold, and. 
make it ſparkle the more; the priſon is an 


oratory, or. houſe of prayer. What if God 
melts away the creature from me? He ſaw 
perhaps my heart grew ſo much in love with 


it, had 1 been long in that fat. paſture, I 


ſhould have ſurfeited; and the better my e- 
ſtate had been, the worſe my ſoul would have 
been. God is wiſe; he hath done this, either 


to prevent ſome fin, or to exerciſe ſome grace. 


What a bleſſed frame of heart is this? A 


contented Chriitian is an advocate for Geo 


againſt unbelief and impatience; whereas diſ- 
content takes every thing from God in the 
worſt ſenſe ;, it doth” A and cenſure 
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God : This ey I feel 1 is but a ſymptom of 
reater evil: God is but to undo me; © the 
Lord hath brought us hither into the wilder- 


neſs to ſlay us, Numb. xx. 4. The content- 


ed ſoul takes all well ; and when his condition 


it never ſo bad, he can ſay, © yet God is good, 
fal. Ixxiii. 1. 


$ 2. The ſecond argument to ' contentment, 


iis, A Chriſtian Path that which may make Bin 


* . "A 


Hath not God given thee Chriſt? In 


a kim there are unſearchable riches, Eph. iii. 1. 
He is ſuch a golden mine. of wiſdom and 
grace, that all the ſaints and angels aan never 


dig to the bottom. As Seneca ſaid to his 
ſriend Polybius, never complain of thy hard 
fortune as. long as Cæſar is thy friend: So I. 


ſay to a believer, never complain as long as 
Chriſt is thy friend: He is an enriching pearl, 


a 3 diamond; the infinite luſtre of 
his merits. makes us ſhine in. God's eyes, 
Eph. i. 7. In him there is both fullneſs and 
ſweetneſs ;. he is unſpeakably good. Screw 


up your thoughts to the higheſt pinnacle, 1 


ſtretch them to the utmoſt period, let them 


expatiate to their full latitude and extent; yet 
they fall infinitely ſhort of thoſe ineffable and 


inexhauſtible treaſures which are locked up in 


Jeſus Chriſt: And is not here enough to give 


the ſoul content? A 5 that wants ne- 
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eeſſaries, yet having Chriſt, he hath the ce one 


thing needful.“ 


2. Thy ſoul is exerciſed and enamelled 


with the graces; of the Spirit, and is not here 
enough to give contentment 7 Grace is of a 
divine birth; it is the new plantation ; ; it is the 
flower of the heavenly paradiſe; it is the em- 
broidery of the Spirit. It is * the ſeed of 


God,” 1 3 9. It is c the ſacred unction,“ 
1 Joby i 1. 27. It is Chriſt's portraiture in the 
foul; it is the very foundation on which the 


ſuperſtructure of glory is laid- O, of what 
infinite value is grace! What a jewel! is faith? 
K. may it be called precious faith, 2 Pet. i. 


What is love, but a divine ſparkle in the 


foul ? A ſoul beautified with grace, is like a 
room richly hung with arras, or tapeſtry, or 
the firmament beſpangled with glittering ſtars. 


Theſe are the true riches, Lulꝰ xvi. 11. which 
_ cannot ſtand with reprobation ; and is not here 


enough to give the ſoul contentment ? What 
are all other things, but like wings of a butterfly, 
curiouſly painted? But they defile our fingers. 
Earthly riches, ſaith Auguſtine, are full of po- 
verty ; ſo indeed they are. For, 1. They can- 


not enrich the ſoul; oftentimes under ſilken 


apparel there is a thread - bare ſoul. 2. Theſe 
are corruptible :_ © Riches are not for ever,” 
as the wiſe man faith, Prov. xxvii. 24. Hea- 
ven 1s a place where gold and filver will not 
go; a behever is rich towards God, Luke xii, 
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21. Why then att ws diſcontented 2 Hath 
not God given thee«that which is better than 
the world? What if he doth not give thee the 


box, if he gives thee the jewel? What if he 
denies thee farthings, if he pays thee in a bet- 
ter coin? He gives thee gold, viz. Spiritual 


mercies. What if the water in the bottle be 
ſpent; thou haſt enough in the fountain? 


What need he complain of the world's empti- 


neſs, that hath God's fulneſs? The Lord is 
my portion, ſaith David, Eſal. xvi. 5. Then 


let the lines fall where they will, in a ſick- bed 
or priſon; Iwill fay, © the lines are fallen 


unto me in pleaſant places; yea, I have a 
goodly heritage.“ 3. Art thou not heir to all 


the promiſes? Haſt thou not a reverſion of 


heaven? When thou letteſt go thy hold 
of natural life, art thou not ſure of eternal life? 


 Hath not God given thee the earneſt and firſt= 


fruits of glory? Is not here enough to work 
the heart to contentment. 

$ 3. The third argument is, Be content, 
for elſe we confute our own prayers; we pray, 
thy will be done:” It is the will of God 
that we ſhould be in ſuch a condition; he 
hath decreed it, and he ſees it beſt for us; 


why then do we murmur, and are diſcontent- 


ed at that which we pray for? Either we are 
not in good earneſt in our prayer, which ar- 
gues hypocriſy ; or elſe we contradict our- 
ſelves, which argues | 


Lid 


EM £: The fourth argument to-contentment ic, 
. Becauſe now God hath Pike end, and Satan miſſ-- 
eth of his end. 
1. God hath hls ond.) God's end in all his 
croſs providences, is to bring the heart to 
ſubmir and be content: And indeed this plea - 
feth God much: He loves to fee his children 
ſatisfied with that portion he doth carve and 
allot them. It. contents him to {ee us content- 
. ed; therefore let us aequieſce in God's pro- 
1 vidence; ; now God hath his end. 

2. Satan miſſeth of his end. The end why- 
the devil, though by God's: permiſſion, did.. 
ſmite Job in his body and eſtate, was to Per- 
plex his mind; he did vex his body on pur- 
poſe that he might diſquiet his . He 
foe d to bring Job into a fit of diſcontent; 
and ane he would in a paſſion break forth 
againſt God: But Job being ſo well content- 
ed with his condition, as that he falls to bleſſ- 
ing of God, he did diſappoint Satan of his 
hope, © the devil will caſt ſome. of you into 
priſon, Rev. ii. 10. Why doth — throw 
us into priſon? It is not ſo much the hurting 
our body, as the moleſting our mind, that he 
aims at: He would impriſon our content- 
ment, and diſturb the regular motion of our 
ſouls; this is his deſign: It is not ſo, much 
the putting us into a priſon, as the putting us 
into a paſſion, that he attempts; but by holy 
* Satan loſeth his prey, he miff⸗ 
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eth of his end: The devil hath often de- 


ceived us; the beſt way to deceive him, is by 
contentation in the midſt of tentation ; our 
contentment will diſcontent Satan. Oh, let 


us not gratify our enemy. Diſcontent is the 


devil's delight; now it is as he would have it, 


he loves to warm himſelf at the fire of our 


paſſions. Repentance is the joy of the angels, 


and diſcontent is the joy of the devils: As the 
devil danceth at diſcord, ſo he ſings at diſcon- 


tent. The fire of our paſſions makes the de- 


vil a bone: fire; it is a kind of heaven to him 
to ſee us torturing ourſelves with our own 
| troubles: But by holy contentment, we fruſt= 
rate him of his purpoſe, and do as it were Put 


him out of countenance. 
§. 5. Me fifth argument is, By contentment a 
Chriſtian gets à victory over himſelf. For a 


man to be able to rule his own ſpirit, this of 


all others is the moſt noble conqueſt. Paſs 
fion denotes weakneſs ; to be diſcontented 3 
ſuitable to fleſh and blood: But to be in 


every ſtate content; reproached, yet content; 


imprifoned, yet content; this is above natute: 
This is ſome of that holy valour and 7 


which only a divine ſpirit is able to infuſe. 
In the midſt of the affronts of the world to be 
patient, and in the changes of the world. to 
have ſpirit calmed ; this: is a conqueſt worthy 
indeed of the garland of honour. Holy Job, 


diveſted and turned aut of. all, leaving * 


\ 
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ſcarlet, and embracing the dunghill; a ſad ca- 
taſtrophe, yet he had learned contentment. 


It is ſaid, © he fell upon the ground and 


. worſhipped,” Jo i. 20. One would have 
t thought he ſhould. have fallen upon the 
ground and blaſphemed. No, he fell and 


_ worſhipped: He adored God's-juſtice and ho- 


lineſs: Behold the ſtrength of grace! Here 


was an humble ſubmiſſion, yet a noble con- 
queſt; he got the victory over himſelf. It is 
no great matter for a man to yield to his own: 
paſſions, this is facile and feminine; but to 


ſacred. 


content himſelf in denying of himſelf, this is 


§ 6. The ſixth great argument to work the 


bears to contentment is, The confideration 
that all God s providences, bow croſs. or 


bloody ſoever, Hall do a believer good, « and 
we know that all things work together for: 


good to them that love God,” Rom. viii. 28. 


Not only all good things, but all evil things 


work for good; and ſhall we be diſcontented 
at that which works for our good? Suppoſe 
our troubles are twiſted: together, and ſadly 


accented: What if ſickneſs, poverty, reproach, 


law-ſuits, Sc. do unite and muſter their for- 


ces againſt us? All ſhall work for good; our 
_ maladies ſhall be our medicines: And fhall 


we repine at that which ſhall undoubtedly do 
us good? „ Unto the upright: there ariſeth 
light in darkneſs,” Pſal. cxxii, 4. Affliction 


\ : 
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may be baptized Marah ; it is bittef, but phy- 15 5 


t 


ſical. Becauſe this is ſo full of comfort, and 


may be a moſt excellent catholicon againſt 


diſcontent, I ſhall a little expatiateG. 
Queſt. It will be enquired how the evils 


_ affliftion work for good? Am. Several ways.” 


Firſt, They are diſciplinary; they teach us. 
The Pſalmiſt having very elegantly deſcribed 


the church's trouble, P/al. lxxiv. prefixed this 
1 n to the pſalm {| Maſcbhil.] which fignifies 
a pf; 


alm giving inſtruction; that which ſeals 
up inſtruction, works for good. God puts 


us ſometimes under the black rod; but it 
is virga diſciplinaris, a rod of diſcipline; 
= < Hear ye the.rod, and who hath appointed 


it,” Muah ix. 9. God makes our adverſity 
our univerſity, Affliction is a preacher; 


c Blow the trumpet in Tekoah,“ Jer. vi. 3 


The trumpet was to preach to the people, as ; 


appears, ver. 6. Be thou inſtructed, O Je. 


ruſalem.” Sometimes God ſpeaks to the mi- 


niſter to lift up his voice like a trumpet, Ja. 
Iviii. 1. and here he ſpeaks to the trumpet to 


lift up its voice like a miniſter. Afflictions 
teach us, (1.) Humility ; commonly proſper. 
ous and proud. Corrections are God's cor- - 
roſives to eat out the proud fleſh. Jeſus Chriſt 
is a lily of the valleys, Cant. ii. 1. He dwells in 


an humble heart: God brings us into the valley 
of tears, that he may bring us into the valle 


of humility; “ remembring my affliction, the 


< 


fruit that grows upon the croſs. When the 


ſay a prayer; now, they poured out a prayer. 
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wormwood and the gall ; my foul bath en 
ſtill in I remembrance, and is humbled in me,” 
Lam. iii. 19. 20. When men are | 
high, Godthath no better way with them, than 
to brew them up a cup of wormwood. _ 
flictions are compared to thorns, Ho. ii. 8. 
God's thorns are to prick the bladder of pride. 
Suppoſe a man run at another with: a ſword 
to Kill him, accidently it only lets out his 
impoſthume; this doth him good. God's 
ſword is to let out the impoſthume of pride; 
and ſhall that which makes us humble make 
us diſcontented? (2.) Afflictions teach us 
repentance, Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I 
Vas chaſtiſed. Lrepented, and after I was in- 
ſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh, Sc. Jer. 
XXxX1. 18. 19. Repentance is the precious 


fire is put under the ſtill, the water drops from 
the roſes: Fiery afflictions make the waters of 
repentance drop and diſtil from the eyes; and 
is here any cauſe of diſcontent? (3.) Af- 
flictions teach us to pray better, © they pour- 
ed out a prayer when thy chaſtning was upon 
them, Ja. xxvi. 16. Before, they would 


Jonah was aſleep in the ſhip, but awake and 
at. praycr in the whale's belly. When God 
puts under the fire-brands of affliction, now 
our hearts boil over the more; God loves to 
havd his children poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of 
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prayer. Never did David, the ſweet ſin ger of 


Iſrael, tune his harp more melodiouſly, never 


did he pray better than when he was upon 


the waters. Thus afflictions do undiſcipline, 
and ſhall we he diſcontent at that which 1 is for 
| our 


Secondly, AMidtions. are probatory, Phat. 
txvi. 10. 11. Gold is net the worſe for being 5 
tried, or corn for being fanned, Afffictien is 
the touch-ſtone of — it tries what met 
tle we are made of; affliction is God's fan and 


his ſieve. It is good that men be known ; 


ſome ſerve God for a livery; they are like the 


fiſherman that makes uſe of the net, only to 


catch the Kiſh-: So they go-a-fiſhing with the 
net of religion, only to catch preferment; 


affliction difcovers theſe. The Donatiſts went 
to the Goths, when the Arians prevailed ; hy- 


pocrites will fail in a ſtorm; true grace holds 


out in the winter- ſeaſon. That is a precious 
faith, which, like the ſtars, ſhines brighteſt 


in the darkeſt night. It is good that our 
graces ſhould be brought to trial; thus we 


have the comfort, and the goſpel the honour; 
and why then diſcontented? 


Thirdly, Afflictions are expurgatory ; ; theſe 
evils work for our good, becauſe they work. 
out ſin, and ſhall 5 be diſcontented at this? 
What if I have more trouble, if I have leſs 
fin? The brighteſt day hath its clouds, the 
Pg gold its droſs, the moſt rein foul - 
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hath ſome lees of corruption. The ſaints loſe 
nothing in the furnace but what they can well 
ſpare, their droſs ; is not this for our good? 
Why then ſhould we murmur? I am come 
to ſet fire on the earth, Luke xii. 49. Ter- 
tullian underſtands it of the fire of affliction. 
God makes this like the fire of the three child- 
ren, which burned only their bonds, and ſet 


them at liberty in the furnace: So the fire of 


affliction ſerves to burn the bonds of iniquity. 
By this therefore hall the iniquity of Jacob 
be purged: And this is all the fruit, to take 
away his fin,” Ja. xxvii. 9. When affliftion | 
or death comes to a wicked man, it takes a- 
way his ſoul; when it comes to a godly man, 
it only takes away his ſin: Is there any cauſe 
. why we ſhould be diſcontented? God ſteeps 
us in the briniſh waters of affliction, that he 
may take out our ſpots. God's people are his 
huſbandry, 1 Cor. li. 9. the ploughing of the 
ground kills the weeds, and the harrowing of 
the earth breaks the hard clods: God's plough- 
ing of us by affliction, is to kill the weeds of 
fin ; his harrowing of us is to break the hard 
clods of impenitency, that the heart may be 
the fitter to receive the ſeeds of grace; and if 
this be all, why ſhould we be diſcontented? 
Feurthly, Afflictions do both - exerciſe and 

| increaſe our grace. (1.) They exerciſe grace: 
Affliction doth breathe our graces ; every thing 
18 molt i in its excellency, when it is moſt in 


.c 
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its exerciſe. - Our grace, though it cannot-be 


dead, yet it may be aſleep, and hath need of 


| awakening, What adult thing is the fire 


when it is hid in the embers, or the fun when 
it is maſked with a cloud? A ſick man is living, 
but not lively? affſictions quicken and excite. 
grace. God doth not love to fee grace in the 
eclipſe. Now faith puts forth its pureſt and 
moſt noble acts in times of affliction: God 


makes the fall of the leaf the ſpring of our 


graces, What if we are more paſſive, if 


_ graces be more active. (2.) Afflictions do 


increaſe grace: As the wind ſerves to increaſe 
and blow up the flame; ſo doth the windy 
blaſts of affliction augment and blow- up our , 
_ graces : Grace | 
it is like the widew' s oil in the cruſe, which 
did increaſe by pouring out. The torch 
when it is beaten hurns brighteſt; ſo doth 
E when it is exerciſẽd by ſufferings. Sha 
oſts nouriſh the good corn, ſo do ſharp af 
flictions grace. Some plants grow better in 
the ſhade than in the ſun; as the day and the 
cypreſs: The ſhade of adverſity is better for 


Tome than the ſun-ſhine of proſperity. Natu- 
raliſts obſerve, that the cole wort thrives better 


when it is watered with ſalt water than with 


freſh; ſo do ſome. thrive better in the ſalt 


water of affliction, and ſhall we be diſcontent- 


ed at that which makes us grow and NN 
more ?. 
Le. 
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s not in the furnace, but 
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| Fifthly, Theſe afflictions do bring more of 
God s immediate preſence into the oat. When 
we are moſt aſſaulted, we ſhall be molt aſſiſted, 
« 1 will be with him in trouble,” P/al. xci. 15 
It cannot be ill with that man with whom 
God 1s, by his powerful preſence in ſupport- 
ing, and his gracious preſence in ſweetning 
the preſent trial. God will. be with us in 


trouble, not only to behold us, but to uphold 
us; as he was with Haniel! in the lion's den, 


and the three children in the fiery furnace. 


we have more of God with us than others 
have ? We never have ſweeter ſmiles from 
God's face, than when the world. begins to 
look ſtrange ;_ thy ſtatutes have been my ſong : 
Where? Not when I was upon the throne, but 
in the houſe of my pilgrimage, Pal: cxix. 54. 
We read, © the Lord was not in the wind, 
nor in the earthquake, nor in the fire,” 1 Kings. 


Xin. 11. But. in a metaphorical and ſpiritual 
enſe: When the wind of afflition blows upon 


a believer, God is in the wind; when the fire 

of affliction kindles upon him, God is in the 
fire, viz, to ſanRify, to ſupport, to ſweeten, If. 
God be with us, the furnace ſhall be turned: 
into a feſlival, the priſon into a paradiſe, the 
earthquake into a joyful dance. Oh, why. 


ſhould I be diſcontented ; when 4 have more 


of God's company? 
 Sixtbly, Thetle evilsof afliQion are for. goods. 


What if we have more-trouble —_ others, if 
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f i as they bring with them certificates of God's 

a WM 4fove, and are evidences of his ſpecial favour. 

5 Affliction is thet faints' livery; it is a badge 

and cognizance of honour; that the God of 

n- glory ſhould look upon a worm, and take | 

» much notice of him, as to affliẽt him rather 

chan loſe him, is an high act of favour. God's 

rod is a ſceptre of dignity. Job calls God's 
afflicting of us his magnifying of us, Fob vil. 
17. Some men's, prof perity hath been their 
ſhame, when other's affliction hath been their 
fl En 

FSeventbly, Theſe afflictions work: for our 
good, becauſe they work for us a far more ex- 
ceeding weight of glory; 2 Cor. iv; 16. That 
which works for my glory in heaven, works 
for my good: We do not read in ſeriptute 
that any man's honour or riches do work for 
him a weight of glory, but afflictions do; and 
ſhall a man be diſcontented at that which 
works for his glory? The heavier the weight 

of affliction, the heavier the weight of glory; 
not that our ſufferings do merit glory, as the 
papiſts do wickedly gloſs, but though they ate 
not cauſa, they are via; they are not the cauſe - 
of our crown, yet they are the way to it; and 
God makes us, as he did our captain, © per= 
fect thro' ſufferings,” Heb: ii. 10. And hall! 
not all this make us contented with our con- 

dition? Oh, I beſeech you, look not u "the 
evil of affliction, but 2 good. Afflictions in 

OW, 1 : 
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ſcripture are called vifirations;- Job vii. 18. 
The word in the Hebrew, to viſit, is taken in 
a good ſenſe as well as a bad: God's afflic- 
ae but friendly viſits; behold here God's 
rod, like Aaron's rod, bloſſoming, and Jona- 
than's rod, it hath honey at the end of it. Po- 
verty ſhall ſtarve out our firs ; the ſickneſs of 
the body cures a ſin- ſick ſoul: O- then, in- 
ſtead of murmuring and being diſcontented, . 
bleſs the Lord; hadſt thou not met with ſuch. 
a rub in the way, thou mighteſt have gone. to 
hell, and never ſtopped. 
$ 7:- The ſeventh argument to: comtentations. 
Ihe next argument to contentment is, con- 
ſider the evil of diſcontent. Mal-content hath 
a mixture of grief and anger in it, and both 
theſe muſt needs raiſe a ſtorm in the ſoul. 
Have you not ſeen the poſture of a ſick man? 
Somerimes he will fit upon his bed, by and by 
he will ly down, and when he is. down he is 
not quiet; firſt he turns on one ſide, and then 
on the other, he is reſtleſs: This is juſt che 
emblem of a diſcontented ſpirit ; the man is 
not fick, yet he is never well; ſometimes. he 
likes Tuck a condition of life, and when he 
hath it, yet he is not pleaſed, he is ſoon weary; 
and then another condition of life ; this f is an 


cvil under the ſun. 


2 


Now the evil of diſcontent appears in three 
9 1 
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unleſs thou haſt a ſenſible feeling of outward 
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Eviliz. The ſordidneſs. ol. it is annex of: 


_ 2 Chriſtian. 


1. It is . of his- profeſſion. It was 


the ſaying of an N bear thy condition: 5 
| quietly, noſce te eſſe bominem, know thou art a2 FE 


man: So I ſay, bear. thy condition contented-- 


. ly, noſce te effe-Chriftianum, know thou · art a: 


Chriſtian. Thou profeſſeſt to live by faith; 


what and not content? Faith is a grace that. 
doth ſubſtantiate: things- not- ſeen, Hel zi. 12. 
Faith looks beyond the creature, it feeds 


on promiſes; faith lives not by bread alone, 


ber. the water is ſpent ur the bottle; faith 
| knows whether to have recourſe: : Now to ſee- 
a Chriſtian dejected in the want of viſible ſup- 

plies: and recruits, where is faith? Oh, . faith - 


one, my eſtate in the world is down. Ay, and 
which is worſe, thy faith is down. Wilt thou 
not be ea. unleſs God let down the 


+ veſſel to thee, as he did to Peter, wherein were 


all manner of beaſts-of the earth, and fowls of: 
the air?” Ad, x. 12. Muſt: you have tlie 
firſt and ſecond courſe?” This'is like Thomas, 
c unleſs I put my finger into the print of the 
nails, I will not believe,” Jabn xx. 25. So, 


comforts, thou wilt not be content. True 
faith will truſt God where it cannot trace him, 


and will adventure upon God's bond, tho? it ” 


hath nothing in view. Youwho are diſcon- 
tented, becauſe you have not all you would, 
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let me > tell” you, either your faith is a nonen- 
tity, or at beſt but an embrio; it is a weak 
faith that muſt have ſtilts and crutches to ſup- 
4 it. Nay, diſcontent is not only below faith, 
but below reaſon; why are you diſcontent- 
ed? Is . ĩt becauſe you are difpofleſTed of ſuch : 
comforts? Well, and have yoù not reaſon to 
guide you? Doth not reaſon tell you, that 
you are but tenants at will? and may not God 
turn you out when he pleaſes! Fou hold not 
your eſtate jure, but gratis; not by Juridical 5 
right, but upon favour and courteſy, 
2. It is unworthy of the relation we-ſtind * 
in to God; a Chriftian: is inveſted with the 


title and privilege of ſonſnip, Eph. i. 5. He is 


an heir of the promiſe: Oh conſider the lot of 
free · grace is fallen upon thee, thou art nearly 
allied to Chriſt, and of the blood- royal; thou 
art advanced, in ſome ſenſe, above the- angels; 
«* why then art thou, being the King's ſon, lean . 
ſrom day to day? 2 Sam; xill. 4. Why. art 
thou diſcontented? Oh, how unworthy: is this! 
As if the heir to ſome great monarch ſhould 
go pining up and down, becauſe he Py" not 
pick ſuch a flower. 
Evil a. Conſider the ſinfulneſs of i it, which 
appears in three things: (1.) The cauſes. 
(2.) The concomitants. ( 3- ) The conſe- 
quences of it. ? 
1. Ir is finful in the cauſes; Sits are theſe; | 
1. Pride. He that — s highly of his de- 
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ſerts, ufually eftcems meanly of his condition: 
A diſcontented man is a proud man, he thinks 


himſelf better than others, therefore finds 


fault with the wiſdom of God, that he is not 
above others. Thus the thing formed, ſaith 
to him that formed it, Why haſt thou made 
me thus? Rom. ix. 20. Why am I not hign- 
er? Diſcontents are nothing elſe but the æ 
tuations and boilings over of pride. 


2. The ſecond cauſe of diſcontent is, envy, 


which Auguſtine calls the ſin of the devillz. 


Satan envied Adam the glory of paradiſe, and 


the robe of innocency: He that envies what 
his neighbour hath, is never contented with 
that portion which God's providenee doth 


parcel out to him; as envy ſtirs up ſtrife, this 
made the Plebeian faction ſo ſtrong among 
the Romans, ſo it creates diſcontent: The en- 
vious man looks ſo much upon the bleſſings 
which another enjoys, that he cannot ſee his 


own mercies, and fo doth continually vex and 
torture himſelf, Cain envied that his brother's - 


ſacrifice was accepted, and his rejected; here- 
upon he was diſcontented, and prefently mur- 
derous thoughts began to ariſe in his heart, 

3. The third cauſe is, covetouſneſs. This 
is a radical fin, Whence are vexing law-ſuits, 
but from diſcontent? And whence 1s, diſcon- 
tent, but from covetouſneſs? Covetouſneſs and 
contentedneſs cannot dwell in the ſame heart. 


Avarice 1 is. an heluo, that. is. never. - ſatisfied. 
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is ever feeding; and becauſe a man is not fas. 


melancholy, and ſometimes miſapprehenſion. 


2 which i is a great degree of atheiſm. The diſ- 
eontented perſon is ever diſtruftful, The bill 


* 


The covetous man is like Behemoth, © behold: | 
he drinketh up a river, he troſteth chat he can 
draw up Jordan into is mouth,“ Fob xl. 33. 
There are four things, ſaith. Solomon; ſay: 
not, it is enough.” I may add a fifth, the 
heart of a covetous man, he is till craving. 
Covetouſneſs is like a wolfin the breaſt, which: 


usficd, he 1s never content. 
4. The fourth cauſe of diſcontent is, his 
| louſy, which is ſometimes occaſioned through 


The ſpirit of jealouſy cauſeth this evil 
' fpirit. Jealouſy «ip: * rage of a- man, 

Prov. vi. 34. And oft this is nothing but 
ſuſpicion and fancy? Yet ſuch as creates real 
ieee 


The fifth cauſe of diſconvent i is, diſtruſt, 


of proviſion grows low I am in theſe ſtraits 
and exigencies, can God help me? Can he 
prepare a table in the wilderneſs?” Sure he 
cannot. My eſtate is exbauſted, can God re- 
cruit me? My friends are gone, can God 
raiſe me up more ?. Sure the arm of his power 
is ſhrunk. I am like the dry fleece, can any 
water come upon this fleece? © If the Lord 
would make windows in heaven, might this 
thing be? 1 Kings vii. 2. Thus the anchor of 
hope, and the ſhield of faith, being caſt Rae. 


the ſoul goes pining 4 and doyn. 
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Diſcontent is nothing elſe but the eche of 2 
-unbehef: And remember, n is worſe 
than diſtreſs. 5 

II. Diſcontent is evil ine concomitants | 
of it, which are two. = | 

1. Diſcontent is joined with a nenn 1 
lancholy. A Chriſtian of a right temper 
thould be ever cheerful in God; *© ſerve the 
Lord with gladneſs, P/al. c. 2. A ſignthe oil of 
| grace hath been poured into the heart, when 
k. ce the oil of gladneſs ſhines in the countenance. 

\, Chneerfulneſs credits religion; how can the 
il diſcontented perſon be cheerful? Diſcontent 
„is a dogged fullen humour; becauſe we have 
ut not what we defire. | God | ſhall not have 
al a2 good werd or look from us; as the bird in 
the cage, becauſe ſhe is pent up, and cannot 
fly in the open air, therefore beats herſelf a- 
gainſt the cage, and is ready to kill herſelf. 
Thus that peeviſh prophet ; de well to be 


its angry to the death, Jonah i Wh; / 
he 2. Diſcontent is accompanied with e 7; 
he fulneſs ; becauſe we have not all we deſire; | 


we never mind the mercies which we have; 
we deal with God as the widow of Sarepta 
did with the prophet: The prophet Elyzh 
had been a means to keep his alive in' the fa- 
mine; for it was for his ſake, that her meal 

| in the barrel, and her oil in the cruſe failed 
not? But as ſoon as ever her ſon dies, ſhe falls 
into a paſſion, and begins to quarrel with the 
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prophet; © „What have 1 to do with thee, O 


thou man of God? Art thou come to call 
my fin to remembrance, and ſlay my ſon?” 
1 Kings i. 18. S0 ungratefulhy do we deal 


with God: We can — content to receive 


mercies from God; but if he doth croſs us in 


the leaſt thing, chen, through diſcontent, we 


grow touchy and impatient, and are ready to 
fly upon God; thus God boſeth all his mercies. 


Me read in ſcripture of the thank-offering,” 


2 Chron. xxix. 30. The diſcontented perſon cuts 
God ſhort of this; the Lord loſeth his thank- 
offering. A diſcontented Chriſtian repines in 
the midſt of mercies, as Adam ſinned in the 
midſt of paradiſe. Piſcontent is a ſpider that 
ſucks the poiſon of unthankfulaeſs out of the 


ſweeteſt lower of God's bleſſings; and a de- 


viliſh chymiſtry extracts droſs out of the moſt 


refined gold. The diſcontented perſon thinks 


every thing he doth for God too much, and 


every thing God doth for him too little. O 


what a fin is unthankfulneſs ! it is an ac- 
cumulative ſin. What Cicero ſaid of parri 
cide, 1 may ſay of ungratitude; < — — 


many fins bound up in this one ſin:“ It is a 


voluminous wickedneſs; and how full of this 


ſin is diſcontent? A ae d Chriſtian, 


becauſe he hath not all the world, therefore 
diſhonours God with the mercies which he 
hath. God made Eve out of Adam's rib, to be 
an helper, as Chryſoſtom ſaith, but the devil 


Thus it is Sur ct 


The Holy Ghoſt deſcended: in the likeneſs of 
a dove, Mattb. iii. 6. A dove is the emblem 


meek ſpirit. 


F devil being ſwelled with the poiſon of envy and 


vexing himſelf, “ ſeeking 
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'hath mide an arrow of this rib, and ot Adam 


to the heart: So doth diſcontent take the rib of 


God's mercy, and ungratefully ſhoot. at him; 


eſtate, liberty ſhall be employed againſt God. 
Behold then how diſj- 
ngratitude are interwoven and 


* = 0 


content and 1 


_ twiſted: one within another: Thus Ae 


is ſinful in its concomitant s. 
III. It is finful. 1 in ts.conſcquences which, 


are theſe: K 


(1. ) It makes a man very unlike the Spirit oof 
of God. The Spirit of God is a meek. Spirit. 


of meekneſs; a diſcantentedr ſpirir Is not a 
(2.) It makes a man „ine the devil The 


malice, is — content. Juſt ſo is the mal- 
content. The devil is an unquiet ſpirit, he is 
ſtill walking about, 1 Pet. v. 8. It is his reſt to 
be walking: And herein is the diſcontented 
perſon like him; for he .goes up and down 
reſt, and h 
none;“ he is the devil's picture. | 
| (3:)- Diſcontent digjoints: the ſoul; it un - 
runes the heart for duty ; c ĩs any man afflicted, 
let him pray,” Jam. v. 13. But, is any man 
diſcontented? How ſhall he pray? Lift up 
pure hands without wrath,” 1. Tim. v. 8. Pik. 
content is full of wrath and paſſion; the mal · 
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content cannot lift up pure hands; he lifts up 


leprous hands, he poiſons his prayers; will 


God accept of a pojſonedfacrifice ? Chryſoſtom 


compares prayer to a fine garland; thoſe, ſaith 


he, that make a garland, their hands had need 
to be clean: Prayer is a precious garland, the 
heart that makes it had need to be clean. Diſ- 


content throws poiſon into the ſpring, which 


Was death among the Romans; diſcontent puts 
the heart into a diſorder and mutiny, and ſuch 

an one cannot ſerve the Lord without diſ- 
n | 


( 4.) Diſcontent ſometimes unfits for the 
very uſe of reaſon: Jonah, in a paſſion of diſ- 
content, ſpake no better than blaſphemy and 


nonſenſe; © 1 do well, faid he, to be an 


unto the death, Jonab iv. 8. What! to be 


angry with God,” and to die for anger! Sure 


he did not know well what he ſaid. When 
diſcontent tranſ , then, like Moſes, we 
ſpeak © unadviſedly with our lips.” This 
humour doth even ſuſpend the very acts of 

(5.) Diſcontent doth not only diſquiet a 


mans ſelf, but thoſe who are near him. This 
evil ſpirit troubles families, pariſhes, &c, If 


there be but one ſtring out of tune, it ſpoils all 
the muſic. One diſcontented ſpirit makes jar- 
rings and diſcords among others. It is this 


ill- humour that breeds quarrels and law. ſuits. 


Whence is all our contentions, but for want of 
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contentation? From whence * come wars and 
fightings among you? Come they not hence, 
even of your luſts?” Jam. iv. 1. In par- 
ticular from the luſt of diſcontent? Why did 
Abfalom raiſe a war againſt his father, and 
would have taken off, not only his crown, but 


his head? Was it not his diſcontent ? Abſa- 


lom would be king. Why did Ahab ſtone 
Naboth? Was it not diſcontent about the 
vineyard ? Oh, this devil of diſcontent! Thus 
you have ſeen the. ſinfulneſs of it. 
Evil 3. Conſider the fimplicity of it. I may 


tay, as the pſalmiſt, © ſurely they are diſquiet- 


ed in vain,” Pal. XXXIix. 6. Which appears 
thus, , n, Det 1 

- 1. Is it not a vain ſimple thing to be trou- 
bled at the loſs of that which is in its own na- 
ture perifhing and changeable ? God hath put 


a viciſſitude into the creature; all the world 
rings changes; and for me to meet with in- 


conſtancy here, to loſe a friend, eſtate, to be in 
a conſtant fluctuation, is no more than to ſee 
a flower wither, or a leaf drop off in autumn; 
there is an autumn upon every comfort, a fall 
of the leaf; now it is extreme folly to be diſ- 
contented at the loſs of thoſe things which are 


1 their own nature loſeable. What Solomon 


ſaith of riches, is true of all things under the 


ſun, © they take wings.“ Noah's dove brought 
an olive- branch in its mouth; but preſently 


flew out of the ark, and never returned more; 


— 
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ſuch a comfort brings to us honey in its mouth, 


but ĩt hath wings; and to what purpoſe ſhould 
we be troubled, unleſs we had 5 to fly af- 
ter and overtake it. 

2. Diſcontent is an heart. breaking; 8 by 
ſorrow of the heart, the fpirit is broken,” 
Prov. xv. 13. It takes away he comfort of life. 
There is none of us but may have many mer- 
cies, if we can ſeethem; now, becauſe we have 
not all we defire, therefore we will loſe the 
comfort of that which we have already. Jonah 
having his gourd fmirten, a withering vanity, 
was ſo difcontented, that he never thought of 
his miraculous deliverance out of the whale's 
belly; he takes no comfort of his life, but 
wiſheth that he might die. What folly,is this? 


We muſt have all or none; herein we are like 


children, that throw away the piece which 
is cut them, becauſe they may have no bigger. 
Diſcontent-eats out the comfort of life. Beſides, 
it were well if it were ſerioufly weighed how 
prejudical this is, even to our health: For diſ- 


content, as it doth diſcruciate the mind, ſo it 


doth pine the body ! it frets as a moth, and by 
waſting the ſpirits, weakens the vitals. The 
pleuricy of diſcontent brings the body into a 
conſumption ,; and is not this folly ? 

3. Diſcontent does not eaſe us of our bur- 
den, but it makes the croſs heavier. A con- 
rented ſpirit goes cheerfully under its affliction. 


Diſcontent mae our grief as unſupportable 
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as it is reaſonable. If the leg be well, it can 
endure a fetter, and not complain; but if the 
leg be ſore, then the fetters trouble. Diſcon- 


tent of mind is the fore that makes the fetters 


of affliction more grievous. Diſcontent trou- 
bles us more than the trouble itſelf, it ſteeps 


the affliction in wormwood. When Chriſt was 


upon the croſs, the Jews brought him gall and 
vinegar to drink, that it might add to his ſor- 
row. Diſcontent brings to a man in affliction, 


gall and vinegar to drink; this is worſe than 


the affliction itfelf. Is it not folly for a man 
to imbitter his own croſs? ? „ 
4. Diſcontent ſpins out our troubles the 
longer. A Chriſtian is diſcontent becauſe he 
iS in want; and therefore he is in want, be- 


cauſe he is diſcontented: He murmurs becauſe 
SE he is afflicted; and therefore he is afflicted, be- 
& c2uſe he murmurs. Diſcontent doth delay and 

adjourn our mercies. God deals herein with 


us, as we uſe to do with our children; when 
they are quiet and cheerful, they ſhall have any 
thing; but if we ſee them cry and fret, then 

we withhold from them. We get nothing from 
God by our diſcontent but blows. The more 


the child ſtruggles, the more it is beaten: When 


we ſtruggle with God by our ſinful paſſions, 
he doubles and trebles. his ſtrokes; God will 
tame our curſt hearts. What got Iſrael by 
their peeviſnneſs? They were within eleven 
days journey of Cana an, and now they were 
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1 diſcontented, and began to murmur 2 God leads. 
them a march of forty years long in the wilder- 
i  nefs. 1s it not folly for us to adjourn ourown: 
mercies? Thus you have feen the evil of diſ- 
content. I have been long upon this argu- 
ment; but nunquam nimis Gicitur, quod . nun 
quam ſatis dicitur. 
I 8. The eighth argument to contentation. 
The next argument or motive to contentment 
is this, Why is not a man content with the com- 
petency which he hath? Perhaps if he had 
more he would be leſs content; covetouſneſs 
is a dry drunkenneſs. The world i is ſuch, that 
the more we have, the more we crave; it 
cannot fill the heart of man, When the fire 
burns, how do you quench it? Not by putting 
oil on the flame, or laying on more wood, but 
by withdrawing the fuel, When the appetite 
is enflamed after riches, how may a man be ſa- 
risfied ? Not by having juſt what he deſires, 
but by withdrawing the — Sc. Moderating 
and leſſening his deſires. He that is content- 
ed hath enough. A man in a fever or dropſy 
thirſts; ; how do you ſatisfy him? Not by 
giving him liquid things, which will enflame 
his thirſt the more; but by removing the cauſe, 
and ſo curing the diſtemper. The way for a 
man to be contented, is not by raiſing his 
eſtate higher, but by bringing his heart lower. 
§ 9. The ninth argument to contentation. 
\ The next argument to contentment is, The 
ſhortneſs of life, It is but a vapour, ſaith 
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James, Jam. iv. 14. Life is a wheel ever run- 
ning. The poets painted time with wings: to 
ſhew the volubility and ſwiftneſs of it. Job- 
compares it to a ſwift poſt, Job ix. 25. Our 
liſe rides poſt, and to a day, not a year. It is 
indeed like a day. Infancy is as it were the 
day- break, youth is the ſun- riſing, full growth 
is the ſun in meridian, old- age is ſun- ſetting, 
ſickneſs is the evening, then comes the night 
of death. How quickly is this day of life 
ſpent? Oftentimes this ſun goes down at noon- 
day: Life ends before the evehing of old-age 
comes; nay, ſometimes the ſun of life fers 
' preſently after ſun-riſing.. Quickly after the 
dawning of infancy the night of death ap- 
proaches. Oh, how ſhort is the life of man? 
The conſideration of the brevity of life, may 
work the heart to. contentment, Remember 
thou art to be here but a day; thou haſt but 
a ſhort way to go, and what needs a long pro- 
viſion for a ſhort way? If a traveller hath but 
enough to bring him to his journeys end, 
he deſires no more? We have but a day to 
live, and perhaps we may be in the twelfth 
hour of the day: Why, if God gives us but 
enough to bear our charges till night, it is 
ſufficient, let us be content. If a man had 
the leaſe of an houſe, or farm, but for two or 
three days, and he ſhould fall a building and 
planting, would he not be judged very indiſ- 
he creet ? So, when we have but a ſhort time 
th here, and death calls us preſently off the ſtage, 
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or evil ſpirit Which haunts the rich man, and 
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| to thirſt immoderately after the world, and pull 
don our ſouls to build up an eftate, it is an- 


extreme folly. Therefore, as Eſau ſaid once, 
in a profane ſenſe, concerning his birth- right, 
c Lo, I am at the point to die, and what oo” 


* ſhall this birth- right do me?“ So let a Chriſ- 


tian ſay, in a religious ſenſe, lo, Fam even at the 
int of death, my grave is going to be made, 
and what good Will the world do me? If I 
have but enough till ſun· ſetting Lam con- 
tent. | 
§ . 10. The tenth argument to-contentation. 
The tenth argument or motive to contents - 
ment 1s, Con ſider ſeriouſly the nature of a pro- 
ſperous condition. There are in a eee 
eſtate three things. 


1. Plus moleſtiæ, more trouble. Many who 
have abundance of all things to enjoy, yet 


have not ſo much content and ſweetneſs in 
their livesꝭ as ſome that go to their hard labour. 
Sad, ſolicitous thoughts do often attend a pro- 
ſperous condition. Care is the malus genius 


will not ſuffer him to be quiet. When his 
cheſt is full of gold, his heart is full of care, 
either how to manage, or how to encreaſe, or 
how to ſecure what he hath gotten. Oh the 
troubles and perplexities that do attend pro- 
ſperity! The world's high ſeats are very un- 
caſy; ſanſhine is pleaſant, but ſometimes it 


ſcorcheth with its heat; the bee gives honey, 


* 
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but ſometimes it ſtings: Proſperity hath its 
ſweetneſs, and alſo its ſting, © competency 
with contentment ts far more eligible.” Ne- 
ver did Jacob fleep better than when he had 
the heavens for his canopy, and an hard ſtone 
for his pillow. A large voluminous eftate is 
but like a long trailing garment, which is 
more troubleſome than uſefu]. 
2. In a proſperous condition there is plus 
periculi, more danger, and that two ways. 
Firſt, ex parte ipfius, in reſpect of a man's 
ſelf, the rich man's table is oft his ſnare; he i 
ready to ingulph himſelf too deep in theſe 
ſweet waters. In this ſenſe it is hard to know 
bow to abound. It muſt be a ftrong brain ; 
that bears heady wine; he had need have 
> much wiſdom and grace, that knows how to 
4 | bear an high condition; either he is ready to 


; — 


Kill himſelf with; care, or furfeir himſelf wick 


. luſcious delights. Oh, the hazard of honour, 
= the damage of dignity! Pride, ſecurity, re- 
2 bellion, are the three worms that breed of 
1 BW plenty, Deut. xxxii. 15. The paſtures of pro- 
3 ſperity are rank and ſurfeiting. How ſoon 
5 are we broken upon the ſoft pillow of eaſe? 
r Proſperity is often a trumpet that ſounds a 
e retreat, it calls men off from the purſuit of re- 
— ligion. The ſun of proſperity oft dulls and 
- puts out the fire of zeal; how many ſouls hath 
it the pleuriſy of abundance killed? They that 


* will be rich, fall imo ſaares,” 1 Tim. vi. 10. 
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The TY 1s wed Line: at our. feet, i it is full 


of golden ſands, but they are quickſands. 


Profoerity, like ſmooth Jacob, will ſupplant 
and betray; a great eſtate, without much vi- 
gilancy, will be a thief to rob us of heaven; 


ſuch as are upon the pinnacle of honour, are 
in moſt danger of falling. 


A lower eſtate is leſs hazardous; the little 


pinnace rides ſafe by the ſhore, when the gal- 
lant ſhip, advancing with its maſt and top: ſail, 


is caſt away. Homo viktus in paradiſo, victor 


in ſtercore. Adam in paradiſe was overcome, 
when Job on the dung- hill was a conqueror. 


Sampfon fell aſleep on Dalilah's lap: Some 


have fallen ſo faſt aſleep on the lap of caſe and 


plenty, that they have never awaked till they 


have been in hell. The world's fawning is 
worſe than its frowning; and it is more to be 


feared when it ſmiles than when it thunders. 


Proſperity, in ſcripture, is compared to a can- 


dle, Job xxix. 3. When his candle ſhined 
upon my head. How many have burnt their 


wings about this candle! Segetem ubertas ni- 
mia fternit, rami onere franguntur, ad maturita- 


lem non perventt nimiæ fœcunditas: The corn be- 


ing over-ripe, ſneds; and fruit, when it mel- 
lows, begins to rot: When men do mellow 


with the ſin of proſperity, commonly their 


ſouls begin to rot in ſin. ©« How hard is it 


for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven! Luke xvili. 24, His golden weights 
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keep him from aſcending up the hill of God; 
and ſhall we not be content, though we are 
placed in a lower orb? What if we are not in 
ſo much bravery and gallantry as others? 
47 We are not in ſo much danger; as we want 
| the honour of the world, fo the temptations. 
Oh, the abundance of danger that is in abun- 
dance ! We ſee, by common experience, that 
lunatics, when the moon is dechining, and in 
the Wane, are ſober enough ; but when it is 
full they are wild and more exorbitant: When 
men's eſtates are in the wane, they are more 
ſerlous about their ſouls, more humble; but 
when it is the full of the moon, and they have 
abundance, then their hearts begin to ſwell 
with their eſtates, and are ſcarce themſelves. 
Thoſe that write concerning the ſeveral cli- 
mates, obſerve, that ſuch as live in the north- 
ern parts of the world, if you bring them 
into the ſouth part, they loſe their ſtomachs, 
and die quickly; but thoſe that live in 
the more ſouthern and hot climates, bring 
them into the north, and their ſtomachs mend, 
and they are long-lived; give me leave to ap- 
ply it, bring a man from the cold, ſtarving 
climate of poverty, into the hot ſouthern cli= 
mate of proſperity, and he begins to Ioſe his 
appetite to good things, he grows weak, and : 
a thouſand to one if all his religion doth not 
die; but bring a Chriſtian from the ſouth to 
the north, from a rich flouriſhing eſtate into a 
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jejune low - condition, let him eome into 4 
more cold and hungry air, and then his ſto- 
| mach mends, he hath a better appetite after 
1 heavenly things, he hungers more after Chriſt, 
L he thirſts more for grace, he eats more at one 
if meal of the bread of life, than at ſix before; 
4 this man is now like to live and hold out in 
1 his religion: Be content then with a modicum; 
8 if your have but enough to pay for your Paſſage 
FJ to heaven, it ſufficeth. _ 
| 2. A proſperous condition is dangerous i in 
regard of others; a great eſtate, for the moſt 
part, draws-envy to it, Gen. xxvi. 12. 13. 14. 
Whereas in little there is quiet. David a 
ſhepherd was quiet; but David a courtier was 
purſued by his enemies: Envy cannot endure 
a ſuperior; an envious man knows: not how to 
| live but upon the ruins of his neighbours; he 
| raiſeth himſelf higher by bringing others lows, 
er. Proſperity is an eye ſore to many. Such 
| ſheep as have moſt wool are ſooneſt? ficec'd. 
The barren tree grows peaceably: No man 
|  meddles with the aſh or willow; but the ap- 
1 ple tree and the damaſin ſhall have many rude 
1. ſuitors. Oh then be contented to carry a leſſ- 
3 er ſail; he that hath leſs revenues hath leſs 
er; ſuch as bear the faireſt frontiſpiece, and 
1 make the greateſt ſnew in the world, are the 
white for envy and malice to ſnoot at. 
3. A proſperous condition hath in it a great- 
er reckoning ; every man muſt be reſponſible 
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for his talents. Thou that haſt great poſſeſ- 
ſions in the world, doſt thou trade hy " 
for God's glory? Art thou rich in good works? | 
Grace makes a private perſon a common good. 
Doſt thou diſburſe thy money for public uſes? 
It is lawful, in this ſenſe, to put out aur 
money to uſe. Oh let us all remember an 
_ effate is a depoſitum; we are but ſtewards, and - 
our Lord and Maſter will ere long ſay, give 
4 an aceount of your ſtewardſhip: The greater 
in our eſtate, the greater our charge; the more 
tour revenues, the more our reckonings. You 
that have a leſſer mill going in the world, be 
content; God will expect leſs from you, hene 
AE hath ſowed more ſparingly. - 
11. Theeleventh' argument 10 contentation. » 
The eleventh argument is, The example of 
choſewhe have been eminent for contentation. 
Examples are uſually more forcible than pre- 
| Abraham, being ealled out to hot ſer - 
vice and ſuch as was againſt fleſn and blood, 
was content. Sod bid him offer up his fon 
Iſaac, Cen. Xii. 2 Tllis was great — 
Iſaac was filius ſenefutis; the ſon of his. | 
age; filius dileltionis, the ſon of his 10085 8ͤ »·we 
eſs fla, promiſſi, the ſon of the promiſe; Chriſt 
nd the Meſſiah was to core of his line, “ In 
the Ifaac.ſhall thy ſeed be bleſſed: So that ta 
fer up Haac ſeemed not only to oppoſe Arm 
at- hams reaſon, but his faith too; for; if Iſaac 
ble die, the world, for ought he knew, muſt be 
L 
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without a mediator. Beſides, if Iſaac be Ga. 


crificed, was there no other hand to do it but 
Abraham? Muſt the father needs be the ex- 
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ecutioner! Muft he that was the inſtrument 


of giving aac his being, be the inſtrument of 
taking it away? Yet Abraham doth not di. 
pute or — 5 but believes againſt hope, and 
is content with God's preſcription: So, when 
God called him to leave his country, Heb. Xl. 


8. he was content. Some would have ar- 


thus: What! leave my friends, my na- 
tive ſoil, my brave ſituation, and go turn pil- 
grim? Abraham is content: Beſides, Abra- 


| ham went blind-fold, «© he knew not whither 


he went,” ver. 8. God held him in ſuſpence, 


-he muſt go wander he knows not where; and 
. when he doth come to the place God nah 
laid out for him, he knows not what op | 


tions he ſhall meer with there: The a co 
doth ſeldom caft a favourable aſ ſpect upon 
ſtrangers, Gen. xxxi. 15. Yet he is content, 
and obeys, © he ſozourned in the land of pro- 


- miſe,” Heb. xi. 9. Behold a little his pilgrim 


- Firſt he goes to Charran, a city in 


Meſopotamia: When he had ſojourned there a 
while, his father dies; then he removed to 
Sichem, then to Bethlem in Canaan; there a 
famine ariſeth ; then he went down to Egypt; 
after that he returns into Canaan ; when he 

comes there (it is true he had a promiſe) but 
he found * to anſwer expectation; he 
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had not there one foot of land, but was an 


exile: In this time of his ſojourning he buried | 


his wife; and as for his dwellings, he had no 
fumptuous buildings, but led his life in poor 


cottages: All this was enough to have broken 
any man's heart. Abraham might think thus _ 


with himfelf, Is this the land I muſt poſſeſs? 
here is no probability of any good ; all things 
are againſt me: Well, is he diſcontented? No; 


God faith to him, Abraham, go, leave thy 
country ; and this word was enough to lead him 


all the world over; he is 2 upon his 
march; here was a man had learned to be 


content. But let us deſcend a little lower, to 


heathen Zeno (of whom Seneca ſpeaks) who 


had once been very rich, hearing of a ſhip- 
wreck, and that all his goods were drowned 


at ſea; fortune, faith he, (he ſpake in an 
heathen dialect) hath dealt with me, and 


_ would have me now ſtudy philoſophy ;/ he was 
his courſe of life, to leave 


content to change 
off being a merchant, and turn a philoſopher. 
And if an heathen ſaid thus, ſhall not a Chriſ- 
tian much more fay, when the world is drain- 
ed from him, Jubet Deus mundum derelinguere, 


_ & Cbriſtum expeditus ſequi ; God would have 7 


me leave off following the: world, and ſtudy 


Chriſt more, and how to get to heaven? Dol ſee - 9 
an heathen contented, and a Chriſtian diſs 
quieted ? How did heathens vilify thoſe things 


which Chriſtians did magnify ? Though 
= | 


* 


- : 
* 

* 
4 


= 
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knew not God, or what true happineſs meant, 
yet would ſpeak very ſublimely of a Numen. 
or Deity, and of the life to come; as Ariſtotle 
and Plato; and of thoſe elyſian delights, 
which they did but fancy, they undervalued 
and contemned the things here below: It was 
the doctrine they taught their ſcholars, and 
which ſome of them practiſed; that they ſhould 
ſtrive to be contented with a little; they were 
willing to make an exchange, and have leſs. 
gold, and more learning: And, ſhall not we 
be content then to have leſs of the world, ſo 
we may have more of Chriſt? May not Chrit> 
tians bluſh to ſee the heathens content with 
a viaticum, ſo much as would recruit nature; 
and to ſee themſelves ſo tranſported with the 
love of earthly things, that if they begin a lit- 
tle to abate, and the bill of proviſion grows. 
ſhort, they murmur, and are like Micah, 
have ye taken away my gods, and do ydu aſſæ 
me what Tail?“ Judg. xviii 24. Have hea- 
thens gone ſo far in comentation ? and is it 
not ſad for us to come ſhort of heaven? Theſe 
heroes of their time, how did they embrace 
death icfelf? Socrates died in priſon, Hercules 
was burnt alive, Cato, whom Seneca calls the 
lively image and portraiture. of virtue, thruſt 
through with a ſword: But how bravely, and 
with contentmept of ſpirit did they die? 
* Shall 1,” ſaith-Seneca, ** weep for Cato, or 
Regulus, or. the. reſt of. thoſe. worthies, that 
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died with fo much valour and patience ?” Did 


not croſs providence make them to alter their 
countenance ? And do I fee a Chriſtian appall- 


ed and amazed? Nid not death affright them? 
and doth it diſtract us? Did the ſpring-head 
ol nature riſe ſo high? and ſhall not grace, 


like the waters of the ſanctuary, riſe higher? 


We that pretend to live by faith, may we not 
go to ſchool to them, who had no other pilot 


but reaſon to guide them? Nay, let me come 
a ſtep lower, to creatures void of reaſon: We 
ſee every creature is contented with its allow- 
ance; the beaſts with their provender, the 
birds with their neſts, they live only upon pro · 


vidence; and ſhall we make ourſelves below 
them ? Let a Chriſtian go to ſchool to the ox 


and the aſs, to learn contentedneſs; we think 
we never have enough, and are ſtill laying up: 


The fowls of the air do not lay up, they 
reap not, nor gather into barns,” Mat. vi. 26. 


Ir is an argument which Chriſt brings to make 
Chriſtians contented. with. their condition: 


The birds do not lay up, yet they are provided 
for, and are contented; are ye not, faith Chriſt, 
much better than hey; ? But if you are diſ- 


contented, are you not much worſe than they? ? 
Let theſe examples quicken us. 
§ 12. The twelfth argument to contentation. 
The twelfth argument to contentment is, 


Whatever change of trouble a child of God 


meets with, it is all 5 hell he ſhall have, . 
3 ; 


CY * 
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Whareger ecli EF of- ay be upon his name,; or 
ate, I may y of it, as Athanaſius of this 
fees L nay it is a little cloud that will ſoon 
be blown over; and then his gu Iph is hot, 
his hell is paſt. Death begins a wicked man's 
hell, but ir puts an end to a-godly man's hell. 
Think with thyſelf, what if Fendure this? It 
18 but 2 temporary hell; indeed if all our hell | 
be here, 1 it is but an ealy' hell. What is the : 
cup of affliction to the cup of damnation? £ 
. could not get a- crumb; he was fo- 4 
diſeaſed, that the dogs-took-pity on him, and, 
(55, if they had been his phyſieian) lieked his 
ores: But this as an :eafy hell; the angels 
quickly fetched him out of it. Ik all our hell 
be in this life, inthe midſt of this hell we may 
have the love 'of God, and then it is no more 
hell, but paradiſe. 17 our bell be here, we * 
may ſee'to the bottom of it; it is but ſlin- 
deep, it cannot touch the foul, and we may 
ſer to the end of it; it is an hell chat is ſhort- 
lived ; after a wet night öf aflliction, comes a 
bright morning of the reſurrection; if our 
lives are ſhort, our trials cannot be long: : As 
our riches take wings and fly, fo do our ſuffer- 
1 4 then let us be contented. N34 
13. The thirteenth argumeit'tocontentation. 
"The Taft a rgument to contentment Us this, 
T o have a cSrrpltenicy! and to Want content- 
ment, is a great judgment, For 4 man to 
have an huge ſtomach, that whatever meat you 1 
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give him, he is ſtill raving, and neyer ſatiſ- | 
fied ; you: uſe to fay, this is a great gadgment- 
upon the man: Thou who art a devourer; f 
money, and yet never haſt enough, but Kill 
crieft, give, give, this is a ſad judgment; 

« they ſhall eat, and not have enough, H. 

iv. 10. The throar ef a malicious man is an 
open ſepulchre, Nom ili. 13. So is. the heart of 

= eoverous, man. Covetouſneſs is mot -only- 

0 malum culpæ but malum pænæ: it is not, only 
- a ſin, but the puniſhment of a lin. It isa 
5 ſecret ourſe upon covetous perſon, he ſhall 
thirſt, and chirſt, and never be ſatisfied; he 
chat loves ſilyer ſhall nat be ſatisfiecdl with I 
ver, Eerl. v. 10. And is not this ,a curſę? 


. 


Wuat Was it but a ſevere. judgment upon the 
people of Judah ?. Ve eat, but ye. have not 
enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with 
drink, Hag. 1. 6. Ob, let us take heed of this 

plague. Hid Eſau ſay to his brother, I have 
abuntlance, my brother, Gen. XXXVIIi. 9, Or, 
as we tranflate it, I have enough? And ſhall 
not à Chriſttan Jay ſo much more ? It ĩs lad 
that our hearts ſhould be dead to heaventy 
things, and a ſpunge to fuck in carthly. Yet 
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all that hath been ſaid will not work opr 
by en toheaxenly cententatia. 44 
* CAP. XII. Fine nen ate ob 0 
- Pi te a > 1334 35 
0 Ins the next lace, 8 to lay —.— ſome 
u neceſſary cautions; though, 1 ſay, a man 
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ſhould be content in every eſtate, yet there are: 
three eſtates in which he muſt not be content- 

JJ . 
Caution . He muſt not be contented in a 
natural eſtate; here he muſt learn not to be 
content. A ſinner in his pure naturals is 


ean dwelt with everlaſting burnings 
ner, as a finner, is under the power of Satan, 


ke now be content? Here I 
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is victualled and fortified. A young plant. is 
eaſily removed; but when the tree is onoe 
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under the wrath of God, Jobn iii. 16. and 


ſhall he be content, when that dreadful vial is. 
| 33 be poured out? Is it nothing/ to be 


er the ſcorchings of divine fury? Who 
” Aſn 


As xxvi. 18. and ſhall he in this eftate be 


contented ? Who would be contented to : ſtay 
in the enemy's quarters? While we ſleep in 
the lap of fin, the devil-doth'to us as the Phi- 
Hſtines did to Samſon, cut the lock of our 
ftrength, and put out our eyes: Be not con- 
tent, O ſinner, in this eſtate. For a man to 
be in debt, body and ſoul, in fear every hour 


to be arreſted and carried priſoner to hell, ſhall 
preach- againſt 
eontentation. Oh, get out of this condition: 
E would haſten you out of it, as the angel 


haſtened Lot out of Sodom, Gen. xix. 15. 
There is the ſmell of the fire and brimſtone 


upon you. The longer a man ſtays in his 


fin, the more ſin doch ftrengthen;; tis hard to 


get out of fin, when the heart, as 4. garriſon, 
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art rooted in thy 


broken heart; “he travelleth with 4niquity,” 


himſelf; why art thou not diſquieted, O my 
totheart, and canſt not lay ſin toheart !? It is a 


fever than a lethargy. I wonder to ſec ama 


muſt not be contenti in fuch a: condition 


make à trade of a au, h „he muſt. not contete 
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ad there is no ſtirring of it: Thou who 
pride, unbelief, impenitency, 
it will coſt thee many a ſad pull ere thou art 

plucked out of thy natural eſtate, Jer. vi. 46. 
Tis an hard thing to have a brazen face and a 


Eſal. vii. 14. Be aſſured, the longer you tra- 
vel with your. ſins, the more and the ſharper 

pangs you muſt expect in che mew birth. — 
be not contented with your natural eſtate. 
David ſaith, why art. thou diſquisted, O my 
ſoul, P/al. xliii. 5. But a ſinner ſhovld ſay to 


foul? Why is it that thou layeſt-aBidtion bs 


mercy when we are diſquieted about Tin. A 
= had better be at the trouble of ſetting a 
bone, than to be lame, and in pain all his lie 
bleſſed is that trouble that hrings the Joul:to 
Chriſt. It is one of the warſſ 7 — fee'n 
bad: conference quiet; of the two, better is 


in his natural eſtate content: what! £onctht 
to go to hell? £1, 34401 07 {15 322319 £3143 Gal 208 


Caution 2. T ang in regard of externals, 
z man ſhould be in every ſtate contentꝭ yet he 


wherein God is apparently diſhanouredon H 
man's trade be . that he can hardy uſt it, 
but he muſt treſpaſs upon à command, and 
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haimſelf in ſuch a condition; God never call- 


ed any man to ſuch a calling as is ſinful ; a 


where the name of God is not called upon, 


unleſs when it is taken in vain; they are not 


to content themſelves in ſuch a place, they are 
to come out of the tents of theſe ſinners; 
there is a double danger in living among the 
o 7 | | 


1. Leſt we come to be infected with the 
„living in 
Pharach's court, had learned to fwear by the 
life of Pharaoh,” Gen. xlii. 15. We are prone 
to fuck in example; men take in deeper im- 
preſſions by the eye than by the ear. Dives 
was a bad pattern, and he had many brethren 
that feeing him fin, trode juſt in his ſteps; | 
pray thee ſend him to 
my father's houſe; for I have five brethren: 
Thar he may teſtify 'to-them, that they come 
not into this place of torment,” Luke xvi. 27. 


poiſon of their ill example. Joſeph 


therefore ſaith he, I 


29. Dives knew which way they went; it is. 


eaſy to catch a diſeaſe from another, but not 
40 catch health. The bad will ſooner. corrupt 
_ will convert the _ : 
Take an equal quantity and proportion, | 
much ſweet wine with ſo much ſour vinegar ;, | 
She vinegar will ſooner ſour the wine, than the: | 


the good, than the good 


man in this cafe had better knock off and di- 
vert; better loſe ſome of his gain, fo he may 
leſſen ſome of his guilt. So, for ſervants that 
live in a profane family, the ſuburbs of hell, 
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wine will ſweeten the vinegar. Sin is com- 


ared to the plague, 1 Kings vin. 39. and to 
eaven, 1 Cor. v. 7. to ſhew of what a ſpread- 
ing nature it is. A bad maſter makes a bad 
| on the 
rods which were ſpeckled and ring-ſtraked, 
conceived like the rods. We do as we ſee 


| others do before us, eſpecially thoſe that are 


above us. If the head be ſick, the other parts 
of the body are diſtempered. If the ſun ſhine 


not upon the mountains, it muſt needs ſet in 


the valleys. We pray lead us not into 
temptations: Lot was the world's miracle, 
who kept himſelf freſh in Sodom's ſalt water. 
2. By living in an evil family, we are liable 
to incur their puniſhment; pour out 
wrath upon the families that call not upon thy 
name,” Fer. x. 25. For want of pouring out 
of prayer, the wrath of God was ready to be 
poured. out, It ts dangerous living in the 
tents of Kedar. When God ſends his flying 
roll, written within and without with curles, 
it enters into the houſe of the thief and the 
perjurer, and conſumes the timber and the 
ſtones thereof, Zecb. v. 4. Is it not of ſad 
conſequence to live in a profane perjured fa- 
mily, when the fin of the governor pulls his 
houſe about his ears? If the ſtones and timber 
be deſtroyed, how ſhall the ſervant eſcape ? 
And ſuppoſe God ſend not a temporal roll of 
curſes in the family, there is a ſpiritual roll, 
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and that is worſe, Prov. iii. 33. Be notcontent 
to live where religion dies. Salute th 
brethren, and Nymphas, and the church whic 
is in his houſe,” Coll. iv. 1 
godly 1 is 2 little church, the houſe of the wick= 
ed a little hell, Prov. vi. 27. Oh, inco 
yourſelves into a religious family; the houſe 
of a good man is performed with a bleſſing, 
Prov. iii. 33. When the holy oil of grace is 
pauted on the head, the favour of this oint- 
ment ſweetly diffufeth-irſelf, and the virtue of 
u runs down upon the ſkirts of the family. 
Pious examples are very magnetical and for- 

cible. Seneca ſaid to his ſiſter, though L leave 
you not wealth, yet I wilt leave you good 
example. Let us ingraſi ourſe lves among the 
ſaints; by en ofcen Sr e en we 
come to ſmell o 

Caution 3. The Wird caution is, — in 


every condition we muſt be content, yet we 


are not to content ourſelves With a little grace. 
Grace is the beſt bleſſing. Though we ſhould 


be contented'with/a competency of eſtate, yet 
not with a competency of grace. It was the 


end of Chriſt's aſcenſion to heaven, to give 


[or] and the end of thoſe gifts “ that we 


a gro up into him who is the head; 


Chriſt,” Epb. iv. 19. Where the apeſtle diſ- 
ringuiſneth between our being in. Chriſt, and 


our growing in him; our ingrafting and-our 


15:. The houſe: of the 


. 
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flouriſhing: Be not content with a modicum in 
religion. „ FHP | 
It is not enough that there be life, but there 
muſt be fruit. Barrenneſs in the law was ac- 

counted a curſe. The farther we are from 
fruit, the nearer we are to curſing, Heb. vi. 8. 
It is a fad thing when men are fruitful only in 
the unfruitful works of darkneſs. Be not con- 
tent with a drachm or two of grace; next to a 
ſtill-born, a ſtravelling in Chriſt is worſt, Oh 
covet more grace, never think thou haſt e- 
nough; we are bid to covet the beſt things,” 
1 Cor. xii. 31. It is an heavenly. ambition, 
when we deſire to be high in God's favour; 
a blefled contention, when all the ſtrife is, who 
ſhall be moſt holy. Saint Paul, though he 
was content with a little of the world, yet not 
with a little grace; he reached forward, and 
in Y prefled towards the mark of the high calling 
ve of God in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil. iii. 13. 14. A 
:e. true Chriſtian. is a wonder, he is the moſt con- 
1d tented, and yet the leaſt ſatisfied: He is con- 


yet tented with a morſel of bread, and a little wa- 
the ter in the cruiſe, yet never ſatisfied with grace; 
we | he doth pant and breathe after more: This is 
we | his prayer, Lord, more conformity to Chrift, 
ad; more communion with Chriſt: He would fain 
- have Chriſt's image more lively pictured up- 
and on his ſoul. True grace is always progreſ- 
our ſive: As the ſaints are called lamps and ſtars, 


in regard of their light; fo trees of righteouſ- 
We 1 
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neſs, Ja. Ixi. 3. for their growth: They are 
indeed like the tree of life, bringing forth ſe- 
veral ſorts of fruit. : | 
A true Chriſtian grows, 1. In beauty. Grace 
1s the beſt complexion of the ſoul ; it is at the 
firſt plantation, like Rachel, fair to look up- 
on; but ſtill the more it lives, the more it 
ſends forth its rays of beauty. Abraham's 
faith was at firſt beautiful ; but at laſt ic did 
ſhine in its orient colours, and grew ſo illuſ- 
trious, that God himſelf was in love with it, || 
and makes his faith a pattern to all believers. || 
2, A true Chriſtian grows in ſweetneſs. A 
poiſonful weed may grow as much as the hyſ= || | 
ſop or roſe-mary ; the poppy in the field as 
the corn; the crab as the pearmain ; but the 
one hath a harſh ſour taſte, the other mellows 
as it grows. An hypocrite may grow in out- 
ward dimenſions, as much as a child of God; 
he may pray as much, profeſs as much; but 
he grows only in magnitude, he brings forth 1 
only ſour grapes, his duties are leavened with 
pride: The other ripens as he grows: He 1 
grows in love, humility, faith, which do mel- 
low and ſweeten his duties, and make them f 
come off with a better reliſh. The believer t 
grows as the flower, he caſts a fragrancy and . 


perfume. el: | 
3. A true Chriftian grows in ſtrength; he 1 
grows ſtill more rooted and ſettled. The . 


more the tree grows, the more it ſpreads its 
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root in the earth: A Chriſtian h is a plant 
of the heavenly Jeruſalem, the longer he grows, 
the more he incorporates into Chriſt, and ſucks 
ſpiritual juice and ſap from him; he is a dwarf 
in regard of humility, but a giant in regard 


of ſtrength. He is ſtrong to do duties, to bear 
burdens, reſiſt tentations. 


4. He grows in the exercife of his grace ; 
he hath not only oil in his lamps, but his 
lamps are burning and ſhining. Grace is a- 
gile and dexterous. Chriſt's vines do flouriſh, 
Cant. vi. 11. hence we read of a lively hope, 
1 Pet. i. 3. and a fervent love, 1 Pet. i. 21. 
here is the activity of grace, Indeed ſome- 


times grace is a fleepy habit of the ſoul, like 
fap in the vine, not exerting its vigour, which 
may be occaſioned through fpiritual ſloth, or 


by reaſon of falling into ſome ſin: But this 1s 
only for a while: The ſpring of grace will 
come, © the flowers will appear, and the fig- 
tree put forth her green figs.” The freſh 
goo of the Spirit do ſweetly tevive and re- 


fociliate grace. The church of Chriſt, whoſe 


heart was a garden, and her graces as precious 
ſpices, prays for the heavenly breathings of 
the Spirit, that her ſacred ſpices might flow 
—_ Cant. v1. 16. | 

A true Chriſtian grows incremento, both 
in hs kind and in the degree of grace, To 
his ſpiritual living he gets an augmentation : : 
He adds to © faith, virtue; to virtue, know- 
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ledge; to knowledge, temperance,” &c, 2 Pet. 
1. 5. 6. Here is grace growing in its kind; 
and he goes on © from Faith to faith,” Rom. i. 
17. there is grace growing in the degree, ©« we 
are bound to give thanks to God for you, 
| brethren, becauſe your faith groweth exceed- 
ingly,” 2 Theſſ. i. 2. It encreaſeth over and a- 
bove.. And the apoſtle ſpeaks of thoſe ſpiritu- 
al plants which were 2 — with goſpel-fruit, 
Pbil. i. 2. A Chriſtian is compared to the 
vine, (an emblem of fruitfulneſs) he muſt 
bear full cluſters: We are bid to peifect that 
which is lacking in our faith, 1 Thef. iii. 10. 
A Chriſtian muſt never be ſo old as to be paſt 
bearing; he brings forth fruit in his old age, 
P/al. xcii. 14. An heaven-born plant is ever 
growing; he never thinks he grows enough; 
* is not content unleſs he add every day one 
cubit to his ſpiritual ſtature. We muſt not 
be content juſt with ſo much grace as will 
keep life and ſoul together, a drachm or two 
will not ſuffice, but we muſt be ſtill increaſing, 
de with the increaſe of God,” Col. ii. 9. We 
had need renew our firength as the eagle, Ja. 
xl. 21. Qur ſins are renewed, our wants are 
renewed, our tentations are renewed, and ſhall 
not our ſtrength be renewed ? Oh, be not con- 
tent with the firſt embryo of grace, grace in its 
infancy and minority. You look for degrees 
of glory; be you Chriſtians of degrees. Tho' 
a believer ſhould be contented with a nodicun 
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in his eſtate, yet not with a medicum in religion. 


hk A Chriſtian of the right breed labours ſtill to 

. excell himſelf, and come nearer to that holi=. 
& | neſs in God, who is the original, the pattern 

> and prototype of all holineſs. | 

— CHAP. XIII. Uſe. 4. Shewing how a Cbriſ- 
2 tian may know whether he hath learned this 

- divine art. | MT 

'3 Thus having laid down theſe three cautions, 

i I proceed in the next place to an uſe of trial. 

t 4. How may a Chriſtian know that he hath | 
X learned this leſſon of contentment ? 1 ſhall lay * 
. down ſome characters by which you ſhall 
lt know it. ADS. 24 

2 Character 1. A contented ſpirit is a ſilent 
T ſpirit, he hath not one word to ſay againſt 

3 God, © I was dumb or filent, becauſe thou 
2 Lord didſt it,” P/al. xxxix. Contentment ſi- 
1 lenceth all diſpute, © he ſitteth alone and 
Il | Kkeepeth ſilence, Lam. iii. 28. There is a ſin- 

0 ful ſilence, when God is diſhonoured, his truth 

7 wounded, and men hold their peace; this ſi- 

2 lence is a loud ſin: And there is an holy ſi- 

4. lence, when the ſoul fits down quiet and con- 
e {| rent with its condition. When Samuel tells 
Il FF Eli that heavy meſſage from God, that he 
n- would“ judge his houſe, and that the 1niquity 
is of his family ſhould not be purged away with 
82 ſacrifice for ever, 1 Sam. iii. 13. Doth Eli 
2 murmur or diſpute? No, he hath not one 
s word to ſay againſt God; © It is the Lord, Jer 
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him do what ſeemeth him good,“ ver. 18. A 
diſcontented ſpirit ſaith as Pharaoh, Who is 
the Lord ?? Why ſhould 1 ſuffer all this? Why 
Mould I be brought into this low condition? 
Who is the Lord?” But a gracious heart faith, 
as Eli, „It is the Lord, let him do what he will 
with me.“ When Nadab and Abihu, the ſons 
of Aaron had offered up ſtrange fire, and fire 
went from the Lord and devoured them, 

Lev. x. 1. Is Aaron now in a paſſion of diſ- 
content? No, Aaron held his pęace, ver. 3. A 
contented ſpyit is never angry, unleſs with 
himſelf, for having hard thoughts of God. 
When Jonah ſaid, © I do well to be angry; 
this was not a contented ſpirit, it did not be- 2 
come a prophet. 

Character 2. A contented ſpirit is a hits, 
ful ſpirit; the Greeks call it eu/bema. Content- 
ment is ſomething more than patience; for pa- 
tience denotes only ſubmiſſion, contentment 
denotes cheerfulneſs. A contented Chriſtian 
is more than paſſive; he doth not only bear 
the croſs, but take up the croſs, Mat. vi. 24 
He looks upon God as a wiſe God; and what- 
ever he doth, though it be not willingly, yet 
ſenſibly, it is in order to a cure. Hege the 
contented Chriſtian is cheerful, and with the 
apoſtle, © takes pleaſure 1 in infirmities, diſtreſſ- 
es,” Sc. 2 Cor. xii 10. He doth not only ſub- 
mit to God's dealings, but rejoices in them; he 
doth not only ſay, © Juſt is the Lord, in all 
that hath befallen me; but ec o00d is the 
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Lord.” This is to be contented. A fallen 
melancholy is hateful ; it is ſaid, © God loves 
a cheerful giver,” 2 Cor. ix. 7. ay, and God 
loves a cheerful liver. We are bid in ſcrip- 
ture, © not to be careful, but we are not bid 
not to be cheerful. He that is contented with 
his condition, doth not abate of his ſpiritual 
Joy; and indeed he hath that within him 
which is the ground of cheerfulneſs; he carries 


a a pardon ſealed in his heart, Mat. ix. 2. 


Character 3. A contented ſpirit is a thank 
ful ſpirit. This is a degree above the other; 
« In every thing giving thanks,” 1 Theſſ, v. 
15. A gracious heart ſpies mercy in every 
condition, therefore hath his heart ſcrewed up 
to thankfulneſs; others will bleſs God for 


proſperity, he bleſſeth him for affliction. Thus 


he reaſons with himſelf, am I in want? God 
ſees it better for me to want than to abound; 

God is now dieting of me, he ſees it better for 
my ſpiritual health ſometimes to be kept faſt- 
ing: Therefore he doth not only ſubmit, but 
is thankful. The mal- content is ever com- 
plaining of his condition; the contented Tpirit 
is ever giving thanks. Oh what height of 
grace is this! A contented heart is a temple 


| where the praiſes of God are ſung forth, not a 


ſepulchre wherein they are buried, A con- 
tented Chriſtian, in the greateſt ſtraits, hath his 
heart enlarged, and dilated in thankfulneſs, he 
oft contemplates God's love in election; he 
ſees that he is a monument of mercy, there- 
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fore deſires to be a pattern of praiſe, There 
is always gratulatory mufic in a contented ſoul : 
The ſpirit of grace works in the heart like 
new wine, which under the heavieſt preſſures 
of ſorrow will have a vent open for thankful- 
neſs; this is to be content, 

Chagacter 4. He that is content, no condi- 
tion comes amiſs to him; fo it is in the text, 


« in whatever ſtare I am.” A contented chriſ- 


tian can turn himſelf to any thing ; either 
want or abound, The people of Iſrael knew 
neither how to abound, nor yet how to want: 
When they were in want they murmured ; 
Can God prepare a table in the wilderneſs ?* 
And when they ate, and were filled, then they 
lifted upthe heel. Paul knew how to manage 
every ſtate ; he could be either a note higher or 
lower; he was, in this ſenſe, an univerſaliſt, he 
could do any thing that God would have him: 
If he were in proſperity, he knew how to be 
thankful; if in adverſity, he knew how to be 
patient; he was neither lift up with the one, 
nor caſt down with the other. He could car- 
ry a greater fail, or leſſer. Thus a contented 
Chriſtian knows how to turn himſelf to any 
condition. We have thoſe who can be con- 
tented in ſome condition, but not in every 


eſtate : They can be content in a wealthy eſtate, 


when they have the ſtreams of milk and honey; 
while God's candle ſhines. upon their head, 
now they are content; but if the wind turn, 
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and be againſt them, now they are diſcon- 
tented. While they have a filver crutcly 
to lean upon, they are contented; but if God 
breaks this crutch, now they are diſcontented. 
But Paul had learned in every eſtate to carry 
himſelf with equanimity of mind; others 
could be content with their affliction, fo God 
would give them leave to pick and chooſe. 
They could be content to bear ſuch a croſs ; 
they could better endure ſickneſs than pover- 
ty, or bear loſs of eſtate than loſs of children; 
if they might have ſuch a man's croſs they could 
be content. A contented Chriſtian doth not 
go to chooſe his croſs, but leaves God to chooſe 
for him: He is content both for the kind and 
the duration, A contented ſpirit ſaith, let 
God apply what medicine he pleaſeth, and let 
it ly on as long as it will; 1 know when it 
hath done its cure, and eaten the venom of ſia - 
out of my heart, God will take it off again. In 
a word, a contented Chriſtian, being ſweetly 
captivated under the authority of the word, 

_ defires to be wholly at God's diſpoſal, and is 
willing to live in that ſphere and climate 
where God has ſet him? Andif at any time 

| he hath been an inſtrument of doing noble and 

brave ſervice in the public, he knows he is but 

a rational tool, a ſervant to authority, and is 

content to return to his former condition of life. 

Cincinnatus, after he had done worthily, and 
purchaſed to himſelf great fame in his diQa» 
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torſhip, did notwithſtanding afterwards volun- 


£ 
tarily return to till and manure his four acres t 
of ground: Thus ſhould it be with Chriſtians, | 5 
profeſſing godlineſs with contentment, having 0 
ſerved Mars, daring to offend Jupiter; leſt 
otherwiſe they diſcover only to the world a 1 
bruciſh valour, being ſo untamed and head- 2 
ſtrong, that when they had conquered others, i 
yet they are not able to rule their own ſpirits. c 
Character 5. He that is contented with his « 
condition, to rid himſelf out of trouble, will il 
not turn himſelf into fin, I deny not but 4a ti 
Chriſtian may lawfully ſeek to change his con- v 
dition: So far as God's providence doth go h 
before, he may follow: But when men will [In 
not follow providence, but run before it, as he © 
that ſaid, this evil is of the Lord, why ſhould tl 
I wait any longer?” 2 Kings iv. 33. If God fe 
doth not open the door of his providence, they I 
will break it open, and wind themſelves out t. 
of affliction by ſin; bringing their ſouls into 3 
trouble. This is far from holy contentation, * 
this is unbelief broken into rebellion. A con- 
tented Chriſtian is willing to wait God's lei- 
ture, and will not ſtir till God open a door. 
As Paul ſaid in another caſe, they have beat- 1 
en us openly, uncondemned, being Romans, d 
and have cait- us into priſon; and now dothey _ fe 
thruſt us out privily ? Nay verily, but let them it 
come themſelves and fetch us out, Ads xvi. tt 


37. 8o, with reverence, faith the contented. . bo 
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Chriſtian, God hath caſt me into this condi- 
tion; and though it be ſad, and troubleſome, 
yet I will not ſtir, till God by a clear provi- 
dence fetch me out. Thus thoſe brave ſpirit- 
ed Chriſtians, Heb. xi. 35. They accepted 
not dehverance,” that 1s, upon bafe diſhonour- 
able terms, They would rather ftay in pri- 
ſon, than purchaſe their liberty by carnal 
compliance. Eſtius obſerves on the place, 
« they might not only have had their enlarge- 
ments, but been raiſed to honour, and put in- 
to offices of truſt, yet the honour of religion 
was dearer to them, than either liberty or 
honour.” A contented Chriſtian will not re- 
move, till as the Iſraelites, he ſee a pillar of 
cloud and fire going before him. © Ir is good 
that a man ſhould both hope, and quietly wait 
for the ſalvation of the Lord,” Lam. iii. 16. 
It is good to ſtay God's leiſure, and not to ex- 
tricate ourſelves out of trouble, till we ſee 
the ſtar of God's providence pointing out a 
way tO us. 1 * | 
Cray. XIV. Ce 5. Containing à Chriſtian 
directory, or rules about contentment. 3 
I proceed now to an uſe of direction, to 
ſhew Chriſtians how they may attain to this 
divine art of contentation. Certainly it is 
feaſible, others of God's ſaints have reached to 
it. St Paul here had it; and what do we 
think of thoſe we read of in that little book 
of martyrs, Heb. xi, who had trials of cruel 
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mockings and ſcourgings, who abi a- 

bout in deſerts and caves, yet were contented ; 

ſo that it is poſſible to be had. And here I 
Thall lay down ſome roles goo holy content= 
mentc. | 

x 1. Advance fe atth. 


All our difquiets do iſſue immediately from 
unbelief. It is this that raiſeth the 25 of 


diſcontent in the heart. Oh ſet faith a-work; 
it is in the property of faith to filence our 
doubtings, to ſcatter our fears, to ſtill the 
heart when the paſſions are up. Faith works 
the heart to a ſweet, ſerene compoſure; it is 
not having food and raiment, but having faith, 
which will make us content. Faith chides 


down paſſion ; when reaſon begins to fink, let 
faith ſwim, * 


Queſt. How doth faith work contentment ? 


Anſ. 1. Faith ſhews the ſoul, that whatever 


its trials are, yet it is from the hand of a Fa- 


ther; it is indeed a bitter cup, but * ſhall 


I not drink the cup which my Father hath gi- 
ven me to drink? It is in love to my ſoul : 


God corre&s me with the ſame love he crowns | 
me: God is now training me up for heaven, 


he carves me, to make me a poliſhed ſhaft. 
ct Theſe ſufferings bring forth patience, humi- 
lity, even the peaceful fruits of righteouſneſs,” 


Heb. xii. 11. And if God can bring fuch ſweet 


fruit out of a four ſtock, let him graft me 
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where he pleaſes... Thus faich brings the 
heart to holy contentment. 


2. Faith ſucks the honey of contentment 15 


out of the hive of the promiſe. Chriſt is the 


vine, the promiſes are the cluſters of 


that grow upon this vine; and faith preſſeth the 
ſweet wine of contentment out of the ſpiritual 


cluſters of the promiſes. I will ſhew you but 


one cluſter, © the Lord will give grace and 


glory,” P/al. Ixxxiv. 11. Here is enough for 
faith to live upon. The promiſe is the flower 


out of which faith diſtils the ſpirits and quin- 


teſſence of divine contentment. In a word, 
faith carries up the ſoul, and makes it aſpire 
after more generous and noble delights than 
the earth affords, and to live in the world a- 
bove the world. Would ye live contented 
lives? Live up to the height of your faith, 

$ 2. Rule 2. Labour for aſſurance. 11 

Oh let us get the intereſt cleared between 
God and our ſouls. Intereſt is a word much 


in uſe, a pleaſing word; intereſt in great 


friends, intereſt- money. Oh, if there be an 
intereſt worth looking after, it is an intereſt 
between God and the ſoul: Labour to ſay, 
« My God.“ To be without money, aa 

without friends, and without God too, pb, ii. 
12. is ſad; but he | whoſe faith doth flouriſh 
into aſſurance, that can Jays «I know in whom 
J have believed,” as St Paul, 2 Tim. 1,12, . 
That man hath enough to give his hg 
tenement, When a man's debts are 
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he can go abroad without fear of arreſting; 


what contentment is this! Oh, let your title 
be cleared ; if God be ours, whatever we want 
in the creature, is infinitely made up in him. 
Do I want bread? I have Chriſt the bread of 


life. Am I under defilement? His blood is 


like the trees of the ſanctuary; not only for 
meat, but medieine, Ezek. xIvii. 12. If any 


thing in the world be worth 1abouring for, it is 


to get ſound evidences that God is ours. If 
this be once cleared, what can come amiſs? 
No matter what ſtorms I meet with, fo that 1 
know where to put in for harbour. He that 
hath God to be his God, is fo well contented 


with his condition, that he doth not much 


care whether he hath any thing elſe. To reſt 
in a condition where a Chriſtian cannot ſay 


God is his God, is matter of fear; and if he 


can ſay ſo truly, and yet is not contented, is 
matter of ſhame, © David encourageth himſelf 
inthe Lord his God,” 1 Cam. xxx.6, It was fad 


with him, Ziklag burnt, his wives taken cap- 
tive, he loſt all, and like to have loft his fol- 
diers hearts too, for they ſpake of ſtoning him, 


yet he had the ground of contentment within 
him, viz. An intereſt in God, and this was a 
pillat of ſupportment to his ſpirit. He that 
knows God is his, and all that is in God is for 
his good; if this doth not latisify, I know no- 
thing will. "1 : | 
$ 3. Rule 3. Get an bumble ſpirit. 
The humble man is the contented man; uf 
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his eſtate be low, 1 heart is lower chan his 
eſtate, thereſore be content. If his eſteem in 
the world be low, he that is- little in hisow-wn 
eyes, will not be much troubled to be little in 
the eyes of others. He hath a meaner opin on 


of himſelf than others can have of him. The 


humble man ſtudies his own unworthineſs; 
he looks upon himſelf as © leis tham the leaſt“ 
of God's mei cies, Gen. xxxii. 10. And then a 
little will content him: He eries out with 
Paul, that “ he is the chief of finners,” 
1 Tim. i. 15. Therefore doth not murmur, 
but admire: He doth not ſay his comforts 
are ſma3}, but his fins are great. He thinks 
it a mercy he is out of hell, therefore: he is 
contented. He doth not go to carve out a 
more happy condition to himſelf; He knows 
the wortt piece God cuts him, is better 
than he deſerves. A proud man is never con- 
tented; he is one that hath an high opinion of 
| himſelf; therefore under ſmall. blefings is diſ- 
dainful, under ſmall croſſes impatient. The 
humble ſpirit is the - contented: ſpirit; if his 
eroſs be light, he reckons it the inventory of 
Eis mercies; if it be heavy, yet he takes it upan 
his knees, knowing that when his eſtate is 
worſe, it. 1s. to make him the better. Where 
you lay humility for the foundation, content - 
ment will be the ſuperſtructure. 

& 4. Rule 4. Keep à clear conſcience. 

Contentment is the manna that is laid up 
in the ark of a good * ce: Oh, take heed 
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of indulging any ſin. Tis as natural for guilt 
to breed difquiet, as for putrid matter to breed 
vermin. Sin lies as Jonah in the ſhip, it rai- 
ſeth a tempeſt. If duſt or motes be gotten 


into the eye, they make the eye water, and 


cauſc a ſoreneſs in it; if the eye be clear, then 
it is free from that ſoreneſs; if fin be gotten 


into the conſcience, which is as the eye of 


the foul, then grief and diſquiet breeds there; 
but keep the eye of conſcience clear, and all is 
well. What Solomon faith of a good ſtomach, 
I may ſay of a good conſcience, Prov. xxvil. 
7. © To the hungry ſoul every bitter thing 
is fweet;” ſo to a good conſcience every bit- 
ter thing is ſweet; it can pick contentment out 
of the croſs. A good conſcience turns the 
waters of Marah into wine. Would you have 
a quiet heart? Ger a ſmiling conſcience. I 
wonder not to hear. Paul ſay, he was in every 
ſtate content; when he could make that tri- 

umph, I have lived in all good confcience to 
this day.” When once a man's reckonings are 
clear, it muſt needs let in abundance of con- 


tentment into the heart. Good conſcience 
can ſuck contentment out of the bittereſt drug, 


under ſlanders ; this is our rejoicing, the teſti- 
mony of our conſcience;“ 2 Cor. i. 17. In 
caſe of impriſonment, Paul had his priſon- 
ſongs, and could play the ſweet leffons of con- 
rentment when his feet were in the ſtocks, 
Als xvi. 25. Avgultine calls it © the para- 
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Giſe of a good conſcience;” and if it be ſo, then 
in priſon we may be in paradiſe. When the 
times are troubleſome, a good conſcience makes 
a calm; if conſcience be clear, what though 
the days be cloudy? ls it not a contentment 
to have a friend always by, to ſpeak a good 
word for us? Such- a friend is conſcience. 

Good conſcience, as David's harp, drives away 

the evil. ſpirit of diſcontent. When thoughts 

begin to-ariſe, and the heart is diſquieted ; 
conſcience ſaith to a man, as the king did to 

1 is. thy countenance ſad,” 

eb. ii. 2. So ſaith-conſcience, haſt not thou 
the ſeed of God in thee ?: Art not thou an heir of 
the promiſe? Haſt not thou a treaſure that canſt 
never be. plundered of? Why is thy counte- 
nance ſad? Oh, keep conſcience clear, and you 
ſhall never want contentment. For a man to 
keep the pipes of his body, the veins and 
arteries free from colds. and obſtructions, is 
the beſt way to maintain health: So, to keep 
conſcience clear, and to preſerve it from the 
abſtructions of guilt, is the beſt way to main- 
tain contentment, Firſt, conſeience is pure, 

and then. peaceable. e. 

S8. 5: Rule 5. Learn to deny yourſelves: 

___ Look well to your affections, bridle. them 
in. Do two things: (1,) Mortify your:de- 
ſires. 125 Moderate your delights. _ 
1. Mortify your deſires; We muſt not be 

of the dragon's. temper, , who, they ſay, is ſo 

thirſty, that no wo. will quench his thirſt: | 
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e Mortify therefore your inordinate affections, 


Col. iii. 5. In the Greek it is, 'your evil af- 
ſections; to ſhew that our deſires, when they 
are inordinate, are evil; crucify your deſires, 
be as dead men ; 2 dead man hath no appe 
tite. 


ſires? 
Auſ. 1. Get a right judgment of the things 
here below; they are mean beggarly things; 


tc Wilt chou ſet thine: eyes upon that which is 


not?” Prov. xiii. 5. The appetite muſt be 
guided by reaſon ; the affections are the feet 
of the ſoul, therefore they muſt e the 
judgment, not lead it. 

2. Often ſeriouſly meditate of mortality ; 
death will ſoon crop theſe flowers which we 
delight in, and pull down the fabric of thoſe 
bodies which we ſo garniſh and beautify. 


| Think, when you are locking up your money ; 


in your cheſt, who ſhall ſhortly lock you up. 
in your coffin. 

__24)y, Moderate your delights. Set not your 
heart too much upon any creature, Jſa. Ixii. 
10. What we over-love, we ſhall over-grieve. 


Rachel fet her heart too much upon her child- 


ren, and when ſhe had loſt-them, the loft her- 
ſelf too; fuch a vein of grief was opened, as 
could not be ftenched, ** fhe refuſed to be 
comforted.” Here was diſcontent. . When 
we let any creature lie too near our heart, 
when God pulls away that comfort, a piece 
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of our heart is rent away with it. Too much 
fondneſs ends in frowardneſs. Fhoſe that 

would be content in the want of mercy, muſt 
be moderate in the enjoyment. Jonathan dipt 
the rod in honey, he did not thruſt it in. Let 
us take heed of ingulphing ourſelves in pla- 
_ better bave a are diet, than, by ha- 

too much, to ſurfeit. 


** 6. Rule 6. Ger nuch of heaven into your | 
heart. | 


Spiritual things win 4 the more of hea- 
ven is in us, the leſs earth will content. He 
that hath once taſted. the love of God, Pſal. 
Ixiil. 5. his thirſt is much quenched towards 


ſublunary things; the joys of God's Spirit are 


heartefflling and heart-chearing joys; he that 
hath theſe hath heaven begun 1 in them, Rom. 
xv. 27. AY ſhall not we be content to be 
in heaven? Oh, get a fublime heart, © ſeek 
the things that are above, Col. iii. 1. Fly a- 
loft in your affections, tnirit after the graces 
and comforts of the Spirit; the eagle that flies 


above in the * fears not the ſtinging of che 


ferpent ; the fe erpent creeps on his belly, and 


flings only ſuch creatures as go upon the earth. 


5 7. Rule 7. Loot not ſo much on the dark 
fide of your condition, as on the lighbt. 
God doth chequer his providences white 
and black, as the pillar of cloud had its light 
fide and dark: Look on the light ſide of thy 
eſtate; who looks on the back- ſide of a land- 


lip! ? Suppoſe thou art calt in 1 chere 


— 
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is the- dark fide ; yet thou haſt ſome land left, 
there is the licht ſide. Thou haſt ſickneſs i in 
thy body, there is the dark ſide; but grace in 
thy ſoul, there is the light lde. Thou haſt 
a child taken away, there is the dark fide;. 
thy huſband lives, there 1s the light, ſide. 
God's providenees in this life are variouſly re-- 
preſented by thoſe ſpeckled horſes among the. 
myrtle trees, which were red and white, Zech. 
1.1. Mercies and afflictions are interwoven ;; 
God doth ſpeckle his work. Oh, ſaith one, 
want ſuch a comfort: But weigh all thy mer- 
cies in the balance, and that will make thee. 
content. If a man did want a finger, would 
he be fo diſcontented for the loſs of that, as 
not to be thankful for all the other parts and 
joints of his body? Look on the light ſide of: 
your condition, and then all your diſcontents: 
will eaſily diſband : Do not pore upon your. 
loſſes, but ponder upon your mercies. What !. 
wouldeſt thou have no grofs at all? Why 
ſnould one man think to have all good things, 
u hen himſelf is good but in — Wouldeſt 
thou have no evil about thee, who haſt ſo 
much evil in thee ? Thou art not fully ſanfti» . 
MM fied in this life, how then_thinkeſt thou to be | 
ö =| "folly. ſatisfied? Never look for perfection of | 
_ contentment till there be perfection of grace. 
88. Rule 8. Confider i in what-a Pofture. we 
fand bere in the world. | 
1. We are in a — 9 8 we are 
ſoldiers, 2 Tim. ii. 3. Now a ſoldier is con- 
tent with any thing; what though he hath 


wo 
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not his ſtately houſe, his rich furniture, his 
ſoft bed, his full table, yet he doth not com- 
plain: He can ly on ſtraw as well as down; 
he minds not his lodging, but his thoughts 
run upon dividing the ſpoil, and the garland 


of honour that ſhall be ſet upon his head; and 


for hope of this, is content to run any hazard, 
endure any hardſhip. Were it not abſurd N 


hear him complain, that he wants ſuch 


viſion, and is fain to ly out in the fields? A 
Chriſtian is a military perſon, he fights the 
Lord's battles, he is Chriſt's enfign-bearer, 
Now, what though he endures hard fate, and 
the bullets fly about ? he fights for a crown, 
and therefore muſt be content. 
2. We are in a peregrine condition, pu- 
tims and travellers. A man that is in a 
nge country, is contented with any diet or 


uſage, he is glad of any thing; though he 


hath not that reſpect or attendance which he 
looks for at home, nor is capable of the pri- 
vileges and immunities of that place, he is 
content; he knows when he comes into his 
own country he hath lands to inherit, and 
there he ſhall have honour and reſpect: So it 
is with a child of God, he is in a pilgrim con- 
dition, * am a ſtranger with thee, and a ſo- 


journer, as all my fathers were, Fſal. xxxix. 


12. Therefore let a Chriſtian be content; he 


is in the world, but not of the world; he is 


born of God, and is a citizen of the new ' 


ruſalem, Heb. Xt, 10. therefore though © he 
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hunger and thirſt, and have no certain dwell- 
ing ⸗ place, 1 Cor. iv; 11. yet he muſt be con- 
tent ; 1t will be better when he eomes into his 
3. We are in a mendicant condition; we F 
| are beggars, we beg at heaven's gate, © give | 
bi us this day our daily bread: We live upon 
tf - God's alms, therefore muſt be content with 
any thing; a beggar muſt not pick and chuſe, 
he is contented: with the refuſe. Oh, why doſt 
thou murmur that art a beggar, and art fed 4 
out of the alms baſket of God's providence. [ 
| 85 9. Rule g. Let not your hope depend upon 
j theſe outward things. 3c YE as ms | | 
— Lean not upon ſandy pillars; we. oft build | 
ft - our comfort upon ſuch-a friend or eſtate; and 
| when that prop is removed, all our joy is 
1 gone, and our hearts begin either to fail or 
1 fret. A lame man leans on his crutches; and 
1 if they break, he is undone. Let not thy 
contentment go upon crutehes, which may: | 
ſoon fail; the: ground of contentment muſt be 
within thyſelf, The Greek word. autarketa,. 
which is uſed for contentment, ſignifies ſelf- 
ſufficiency. . A Chriſtian hath that from with-- 
in that is able to ſupport him; that ſtrength: 
of faith, and good hope through grace, as 
bears up his heart in the deficiency of out- 
ward comforts, The philbſophers of old, when 
their eſtates were gone, yet could take con- 
tentment in the goods of the mind, learning 
and victs- ;. and ſhall. nat a believer much. 
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more in the graces of the Spirit, that rich ena- © 


mel and embroidery of the ſoul? Say with thy- 


ſelf, if friends leave me, if riches take wings, 
yet I have that within which comforts me, viz. 


an heavenly treaſure: When the bloſſoms of 


yl eftate are blown off, ſtill there is the ſap 
contentment in the root of my heart; I have 
ſtill an intereſt in God, and that intereſt can- 


not be broken off. Oh, never place your fe- 
city in theſe dull and beggarly _— here 


below. 5 - be £ 4+" > 
§ 10. Rule 10. Let us often compare our con- 


 ditien. 


Queſt. How Sould I compare ?. 
Anſ. Make this five-fold compariſon. 
Compariſon 1, Let us compare our condi- 
tion and our deſert together; if we have not 
what we deſire, we have more than we deſerve. 
For our mercies we have deſerved loſs; for our 
affliction, we have deſerved more. 17 5 
Firſt, In regard of our mercies, we have de- 
ſerved loſs. What can we deſerve? Can man 


be profitable to the Almighty ? We live upon 


free grace. Alexander gave a great gift to 
one of his ſubjects; the man being much ta- 


ken with it, this, ſaitch he, is more than I am 


worthy of. I do not give thee this, ſaith the 


king, becauſe thou art worthy of it, but I give 


a gift like Alexander. Whatever we have js 
not merit, but bounty; the leaſt bit of bread 
is more than God owes us; we can bring fag» 
gots to our own burning, but not one flower | 


.v 
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to the garland of our ſalvation; he that hath 
the leaſt mercy, will die in God's debt. E, 
_ Secondly," In regard of our afflitions, we 
have deſerved more, * Thou haſt puniſhed us 
leſs than our iniquities deſerve,” Ezra ix. 13. | 
Is our condition fad? We have deſerved it 
Mould be worſe: Hath God taken away our 
eſtate from us? he might have taken away 
Chriſt from us: Hath he thrown us into pri- 
ſon? he might have thrown us into hell; he 
might as well damn us as whip us; this ſhould 
make us contented. 

Compariſon 2. Let us compare our condi. 
tion with others, and this will mak: us con- 
tent: We look at tbem who are above us, let 
us look at them who are below us; we ſee one 

| in his ſilks, another in his ſackcloth ; one hath 
3 the waters of a full cup wrung out to him, an- 
5 other is mingling his drink with tears; how 
A many pale faces do we behold, whom not ſick- 
F neſs, but want, hath t into a conſump- 
1 tion! Think of this, and be content. It is 
„ with them who perhaps deſerve better 
than we, and are higher in God's favour. Am 
Lin priſon? was not Daniel in a worſe place, 
1 vir. the lion's den? Do I live in a mean cot- 
tage? look on them who are baniſned from 
5 their houſes. We read of the primitive ſaints, 
, that they wandered up and down in: ſheeps 
ſkins and. goat ſkins, of whom the world was 
not worthy,” Heb. xi. 37. Haſt thou a gentle 
fit of an ague ? look on them who are tor- 
mented with the ſtone, gout, Sc. Others of 
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God's children have had greater afflictions, 


and have born them better than we. Daniel 
fed upon pulſe, and drank water, yet was 
fairer than they who ate of the king's portion, 
Dan. i. 15. Some Chriſtians who | have been 
in a lower condition, that have fed upon pulſe 
and water, have looked better, viz. been more 
patient and contented than we who enjoy a- 
bundance. Do others rejoice in affliction, 
and do we repine? Can they take up their 


croſs, and walk cheerfully under it, and do 


we under a lighter croſs murmur ? 
Compariſon 3. Let us compare our condi- 


tion with Chriſt's upon earth; what a poor, 
mean condition was he pleaſed to be in for us? 


He was contented with any thing, “ For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
though he was rich, yet for our fakes he be- 


came poor,” 2 Car. vii. 9, He could have 
brought e an houſe from heaven with 


him, or challenged the high places of the 
earth; but he was contented to be in the wine- 
preſs, that we might be in the wine-cellar ; 
and to live poor, that we might be rich; the 
manger was his cradle, the cobwebs his cano- 
py : He, who is now preparing manſions for 
us in heaven, had none for himſelf on earth, 
« He had no where to lay his head.” Chriſt 
came in forma pauperis ; who © being in the 


form of God, took upon him the form of a 
_ ſervant,” Phil. ii. 7. We read not of any 


ſums of money he had; when he wanted mo- 
0 N 
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ney, he was fain to work a miracle for it, Mate 
xvi. 27. Jeſus Chriſt was in a low condition, 
he was never high, but when he was lifted up 
upon the croſs, and that was his humility ; he 
was content to live poor and die curſed. Oh, 
| compare your condition with Chriſt's, | | 
1 Compariſon 4. Let us compare our condi- 
tion with what it was once, and this will make 
1 us content. 
| Firſt, Let us compare our ſpiritual eſtate 
with what it was once. What were we when 
we lay in our blood? We were heirs appa- 
rent to hell, having no right to pluck one leaf 
from the tree of the promile ; it was a Chriſt- 
eſs and hopeleſs condition, Eph. ii. 12. But 
| now God hath cut off the entail of hell and 
damnation ; he hath taken you out of the 
wild olive of nature, and ingrafted you into 
[ Chriſt, making you living branches of that 
| living vine; he hath not only cauſed the Iight 
I to ſhine upon you, but into you, 2 Cor. vi. 6. 
and hath intereſted you in all the privileges of 
ſonſhip ; is not here that which may make the 
ſoul content. 

Secondly, Let us compare our temparal e- 
ſtate with what it was once: Alas, we had no- 
thing when we ſtepped out of the womb, 

„For we brought nothing with us into the 
world,” 1 Tim. vi. 7. If we have not that 
which we deſire, we have more than we did 
bring with us; we brought nothing with us 
but fin ; other creatures bring ſomething with 
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them into the world; the lamb brings wool, 
the ſilk-worm filk, Sc. but we brought no- 
thing with us. What if our condition at pre- 
ſent "be low? It is better than it was once; 
therefore, having food and raiment, let us be 
content ; whatever we have, God's providence 
fercheth it in tous; and if we lofe all, yet we 
have as much as we brought with us, This 


Was that made ]bb content, © Naked came I 


out of my mother's womb,” Job i. 21. As if 


he had faid, though God hath taken away all 


from me, yet why ſhould F murmur ?-1 am 
as rich as I was when 1 came into the world: 
I have as much left as I brought with me; na- 
ked came I hither; therefore bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord. : | 

Compariſon . Let us compare our condi i. 
tion with what it ſhall be fhortly. There is 
a time ſhortly coming, when, if we had all 
the riches of India, they would do us no good; 


we muſt die, and can carry nothing with us; 


fo faith the apoſtle, © Ir is certain we can car- 
nothing out of the world,” 1 Tim. vi. 7. 
therefore it follows, © having food and rai- 
ment, let us therewith be content,“ v. 8. 
Open the rich man's grave, and fee what is 
there ; you may find the miſer's bones, bur 
not his riches, favs Bede. Were we to live 
for ever here, or could we carry our riches in- 


to another world, then indeed we might be 


diſcontented, when we look upon our empty 
bags-; but it is net ſo: God may preſently 
9 


4 2-9 E. * 
A FR . 


* ART OF - 


ſeal a warrant for death to apprehend us; and 
when we die, ve cannot carry our eſtate with. 


us: Honour and riches deſcend not into the 


grave, why then are we troubled at our out- 


ward condition? Why do we diſguiſe ourſelves 
with diſcontent? Oh, lay up a ſock of grace ; 
be rich in faith and good works, theſe riches 
will follow us, Rev. xiv. 13. No other coin 
but grace will paſs current in heaven; filver 
and gold will not go there; labour to be rich 
toward God, Luke xii. 21. And as for other 


things be not ſolicitous, « we ſhall cury -no- 


thing with us.” 
$ 11. Rule 11. Go not to bring your condi- 


tion to your mind, but bring your mind to your 


condition. 

The way for a Chriſtian to be contented, is 
not by raiſing his eſtate higher, but by bring- 
ing his ſpirit lower; not by making his barns 
wider, but kis heart narrower. One man, a 
whole lordſhip or manor will not content; an- 
other is ſatisfied with a few acres of land: 


What is the difference? The one ſtudies to 


ſatisfy curiofity, the other neceſſity ; the one 
thinks what he may have, the other what he 


may fpare. 
$ 12. Rule 12. Study the vanity of the crea- 


ture. 


It matters not e we have leſs or more 


of theſe things, they have vanity written up- 
on the frontiſpiece of them; the world is like 


a ſhadow that declineth; it is delightful, but 
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1 A ie ; it promiſeth more than we find, and 
it fails us when we have moſt need of it. All 
the world rings changes, and is conſtant only 
in its diſappointments: What then, if we have 


leſs of that which is at belt but voluble and 
_ fluid? The world is as full of mutation as mo- 


tion; and what if God cut us ſhort in ſublu- 
naries? The more a man hath to do with the 
world, the more he hath to do with vanity; 
The world may be compared to ice, which is 


ſmooth, but ſhppery; or to the Egyptian 


temples, without very beautiful and ſumptu- 
ous, but within, nothing to be ſeen but the 
image of an ape: Every creature ſaith con- 
cerning ſatisfaction, it is not in me. The 
world: is not a filling, but a flying comfort. 
It is like a game at tennis; providence ban- 
dies her golden balls, firſt to one, then to an- 
other. Why are we.difcontented at the loſs 
of theſe things, but becauſe, we expect that 
from them which is not, and repaſe that in 
them which we ought not ? Jonah was exceed - 
ing glad of the gourd, Jonah iv. 6. What 
a vanity was it ? ls it much to ſee a withering 
gourd ſmitten? or to ſee the moon dreſſing 
icſelf in a new ſhape and figure? 
$ 13. Rule 13. Get fancy regulated. 
Ic is the fancy which raiſeth the price of 
things above their real worth. What is the 
reaſon one tulip is worth five pounds, another 
perhaps not worth one ſhilling ? Fancy raiſeth 
the W pal the difference 1s rather 1 unaginary 
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than real: So, why ſhould it be better to have 
thouſands than hundreds, 1s, becauſe men fan- 
cy it ſoz if we could fancy a lower condition 
better, as having leſs care in it, and leſs ac- 
count, it would be far more eligible : The 
water that ſprings out of the rock drinks as 
ſweet as if it came out of a golden chalice ; 
things are as we fancy them. Ever ſince the 
fall, the fancy is diſtempered, © God ſaw that 
the imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
were evil,” Gen. vi. 5. Faney looks through 
wrong ſpe&tacles ; ; pray that God will ſancti- 
'fy your fancy; a lower condition would con- 
tent, if the mind and fancy were ſet right. 
Diogenes preferred his cynical life before Al- 
exander's royalty; he fancied his little cloi- 
ſter beſt. Fabricius, a poor man, yet deſpi- 
ſed the gold of king Pyrrhus. Could we cure 
a diſtempered fancy, we might ſoon conquer 
a diſcontented heart. 

§ 14. Rule 14. Conſider how little will Juf- 
fice nature. 

The body is but a ſmall continent, and 1s 
eaſily recruited. Chriſt hath taught us to 
pray for our daily bread; nature 1s content 
with a little. Not to thirſt, not to ſtarve, is 
enough, faith Gregory Nazianzen ; meat and 
drink are a Chriſtian's riches, ſaith St Hierom ; 
and the apoftle ſaith, © having food and rai- 
ment let us be content. The ſtomach is ſoon- 
er. filled than the eye ; how quickly would a 
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man be content, if he would ftudy rather to 
ſatisfy his hunger than his humour? 
915. Rule 15. Believe the preſent conditiun 
is beſt for us. 2.4 

Fleſh and blood is not a competent judge. 
Surfeiting ſtomachs are for banqueting ſtuff; 
but a man that regards his health is rather for 
ſolid food. Vain men fancy ſuch a condition 
beſt, and would flouriſh in their bravery; 
whereas a wiſe Chriſtian hath his will melted 
into God's will, and thinks it»beſt to be at 
his finding: God 1s wiſe, he knows whether 
we need food or phyſic; and if we Could ac- 
quieſce in providence, the quarrel would ſoon 
be at an end. Oh, what a ſtrange creature 
would man be, if he were what he could wiſh 
himſelf? Be content to be at God's allow- 
ance ; God knows which is the fitteſt paſture 
to put his ſheep in; ſometimes a more barren 
ground doth well, whereas rank paſture may 
rot. Do I meet with ſuch a croſs? God ſhews 
me what the world is; he hath no better way 
to wean me, 'than by putting me to a ſtep- 
mother. Doth God ſtint me in my allow< 
ance ? He is now dieting me. Do I meet 
with loſſes? it is that God may keep me from 
being loſt. Every croſs wind ſhall at laſt 
blow me to the right port. Did we believe 
that condition beſt which God doth parcel out 
to. us, we ſhould cheerfully ſubmit, and ſay, 
“ The lines are fallen in pleaſant places. 

$ 16. Rule 16, De not too much indulge the 
.. ms 
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We have taken an oath in baptiſm to for- 
ſake the fleſh. The fleſh is a worſe enemy 
than the devil, it is a boſom traitor ; an ene- 
my within is worſt. If there were no devil to 
te mpt, the fleſh would be another Eve to tempt 
to the forbidden fruit. Oh, take heed of gi - 
ving way to it: Whence is all our diſcontent 
but from the fleſhy part? The fleſn puts us- 
upon the immoderate purſuit of the world; it 
conſults for eaſe and plenty, and if it be not 
ſatisfied, then diſcontents begin to ariſe. Oh, 
let it not have the reins ; martyr the fleſh : In 
ſpiritual things the fleſh is a ſluggard, in ſe- 
cular things an horſe-leech, crying, * give, 
give.“ The fleſn is an enemy to ſuffering: 
It will ſooner make a man a courtier than a 
martyr. Oh, keep it under: Put its neck 
under Chriſt's yoke, ſtretch and nail it to his 
croſs: Never let a Chriftian look for content- 
ment in his ſpirit, till there be confinement. 
in his fleſh. e 1 

§ 17. Rule 17. Meditate much on the glory 
which- ſhall be revealed. 

There are great things laid up in heaven. 
Though it be ſad for the preſent, yet let us 
be content, in that it ſhortly will be better; 
it is but a while and we ſhall be with Chriſt; 
bathing ourſelves in the fountain of love ; we 
ſhall never complain of wants and injuries a- 
ny more; our croſs may be heavy, but one 
ſight of Chriſt will make us forget all our 
Former ſorrows. There are two things ſhould 
give contentment : | 
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1. That God wilt make us able to "Wy our : | 


troubles, 1 Cor. x. 13. God, faith Chryſoſ- 
tom, doth like a lutaniſt ; who will 7. let 
the ſtrings of his lute be too ſlack, left it ſpoil 


the muſic of prayer and repentance ; nor yet 


too much adverſity, “ leaſt the ſpirit fail be- 


fore me, and the ſouls that I have made,” La. 

Ivii. 16. ä 

2. When we have ſuffered a while, 1 Pet. 
v. 10. we ſhall be perfected in glory: The 

croſs ſhall be our ladder, by which we ſhall 


climb up to heaven. Be then content, and 


then the ſcene will alter: God will ere long 


turn our water into wine; the hope of this is 


enough to drive away all diſtempers from the 


heart. Bleſſed be God it will be better: We 


have no continuing city here,” Heb. x11. there - 
fore our afflictions cannot continue. A wiſe 
man looks till to the end, The end of the 
Juſt man is peace,” P/al. xxxvii. 7. Methinks 
the ſmoothneſs of the end ſhould make amends 
for the ruggedneſs,-of the way. O eternity, 
eternity! Think often of the kifigdom pre- 
pared. David was advanced from the field 
to the throne: Firſt he held his ſhepherd's 

- ſtaff, and ſhortly after the royal,ſceptre. God's 


people may be put to hard ſervices here; but 


God hath choſen them to be kings, to fit up- 
on the throne with the Lord Jeſus. This being 


weighed in the balance of faith, would bean 
excellent means to bring the heart ta content- 


ment. 
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8 18. Rule 18. Be much in prayer. 
The laſt rule for contentment is, Be much 


in prayer. Beg of God that he will work our 
hearts to this bleſſed frame, © Is any man af- 


flicted, let him pray,” Jam. v. 14. So, is a- 
ny man diſcontented? let him pray. Prayer 


gives vent: The opening of a vein lets out 
bad blood; when the heart is filled with ſor- 
row and diſquiet, prayer lets out the bad blood. 
The key of prayer, oiled with tears, unlocks 
the heart of all its diſcontents. Prayer is an 


holy ſpell or charm to drive away trouble; 
prayer is the unboſoming of the ſoul, the un- 


loading of all our cares in God's breaſt ; and 


this uſhers in ſweet contentment. When there 


is any burden upon our ſpirits, by opening 
our mind to a friend, we find our hearts finely 


eaſed and quieted, It is not our ſtrong reſo- 
tations, but our ſtrong requeſts to God, which 
- muſt give the heart eaſe in trouble: By pray- 
er the ſtrength of Chriſt comes into the ſoul; 


and where that is, a man is able to go through 
any conditidn. Paul could be in every eſtate 


content; but that you may not think he was 
able to do this himſelf, he tells you, that tho* 
he could want and abound,. and “ do all 
things; yet it was © through Chriſt ſtrength- 
ening him,” Pbil. iv. 13. It is the child that 
writes, bur it is the ſcrivener guides his hand. 


Cnar. XV. Ufe 6. Of conſolation to the. 


contented Chriſtian. 


he laſt uſe is of comfort, or an Encourage. 


Chriſtian, thou 


DIVINE, CON TENTNMENT. "108 "21 l AF 
ing word to the contented Chriſtian. If there 
be an heaven upgn earth, thou haſt it. O 
ayeſt inſult over thy troubles, 
and, with the Jeviathan, laugh at the Racing 


of a ſpear, Job xiv. 29. What ſhall I ſay 


Thou art a crown to thy profeſſion ; thou daſt 
hold it out to all the world, that there is vir- 
tue enough in religion to give the ſoul con- 


tentment. Thou ſheweſt the higheſt of grace. 


When grace is crowning, it is not fo much 
for us to be content; but when grace is con- 
flicting, and meets with croſſes, temptations, 
agonies, now to be content ; this is a glorious 
thing indeed. 

To a contented Chriſtian, I ſhall ſay two 


things for a fare wel. 


Firſt, God is 15 MEARS taken with ſuch 
a frame of heart. God ſaith of a contented 
Chriſtian, as David once ſaid of Goliah's 


ſword, There is none like that, give it me,” 
1 Sam. xxi. 9. If you would pleaſe God, and 


be men of his heart, be contented: God hates 
a froward ſpirit. 

Secondly, The contented Cluidian ſhall be 
no loſer. What Joſt Job by his patience? God 
gave him three times as much as he had be- 
fore. What loſt Abraham by his content- 


ment? He was content to leave his country 


at God's call? The Lord makes a covenant 
with him, that he would be his God, Ger. 
xvii, He changeth his name; no more Ab- 
ram, but Abraham, the father of many na- 
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Thou ſhall fee greater things than thoſe,” | 


Chriſtian, with a little? thou ſhalt ſee greater 
things than theſe: God. will diſtil the ſweet 


crown thee with an eternal enjoyment of him- 
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tons. God makes his ſeed as he ſtars of 


- heaven ; nay, honours them with this title, 
© The father of the faithful, Gen. xviii. 17. 


The Lord makes known his ſecrets to him, 


4 Shall I hide from Abraham the things that 
I will do?” God ſettles a rich inhericance 


upon him, that land which was a type of hea- 
ven, and afterward tranſlated him to the bleſſ- 


ed paradiſe. God will be fure to reward the 


contented Chriftian. As our Saviour ſaid in 


another caſe to Nathanael, Becauſe I faid I 


ſaw thee under the fig-tree, believeſt thou ? 


Fobn i. 50. So I ſay, art thou contented, O 


influences of his love into thy foul: He will 
raiſe thee up friends; he will bleſs the oil in 
the. cruiſe; and when that is done; he will 


ſelf; he will give thee heaven, where thou 
halt have as much contentment as thy foul 
can n poſſibly thirſt ok 
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